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NEW JAPANESE F1CAR - GENEVA SHOW - MORGAN TEST 


Race of Champions: Ferrari star but JPS win 


Road test 


high and the steering is just 


The cornering power is extremely 
right, s0 that one can sense exactly what the machine is going to do, 
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NORMAN REEVES 
(MOTORS) LTD. 


215/218 HIGH ST., UXBRIDGE 
Phone Uxbridge 33444 


RS 2000s AND MEXICOS 
FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY. 


SALES SERVICE SPARES 


KK Sorc) Rallye Sport Centre 


RS2000s & MEXICOS 
FROM STOCK AT 


THE TARGET MOTOR CO. 
STATION GARAGE 
THREE BRIDGES, CRAWLEY, SUSSEX 
Tel.: 0293 28381 


Ri Rallye Sport Centre 
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HENDY LENNOX 
SOUTHAMPTON 


MAIN DEALER 


RALLYE SPORT DEALER 


CAPRI RS 3100, NEW FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 
Black Upholstery, Stardust — Black Upholstery. 


Terms arranged for cash transactions. 


EX DEMONSTRATOR 
4, Black Upholstery, Radio, Electric Aerial, 8 
10, Reversing Lights, Motor Way Fog Lamps, 
jelts. Amounting to £150 of accessories 
2000 MILES ONLY 
ESCORT MEXICO AND RS 2000 for immediate delivery 


HENDY LENNOX (Southampton) LTD. 
Southampton 38211 Chandlersford 2901 


THOMAS MOTORS LTD. 


BLACKPOOL 
63337 


Tel 


MEXICOS AND RS2000s FOR 
IMMEDIATE DELIVERY. 
SEBRING RED RS 3100 
Immediate Delivery. 


For further details, contact, 
DON DAVIDSON 


[ Sércd_ Rallye Sport Centre 
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LLOYDS OF STAFFORD 


23-29 STONE ROAD 
STAFFORD 


Rallye Sport for Midlands 


RS 2000 IN STOCK 
FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 


BOOK YOUR TEST DRIVE IN THE NEW, 
EXCITING, FORD ESCORT RS 2000 
WITH THE BEDFORDSHIRE 
RALLYE SPORTCENTRE 


RING BRIAN EYRE NOW, DUNSTABLE 67811 


rol 


CARS (DUNSTABLE) LTD 


55 LONDON ROAD DUNSTABLE 


C Sorct_& Rallye Sport Centre 


STAFFORD 51331 
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Once again the Race of Champions turned out to be a superb 
curtain raiser to the European Formula 1 season. Last 
weekend 41,000 people turned up in dreadful weather condi- 
tions to see a very full and exciting programme. 

There were, however, good and bad points to the meeting. 
First the good. The highest praise must be given to the 
voluntary marshals who throughout the weekend, sometimes 
in appalling conditions, did a superb job both with the flag 
waving and clearing the track of damaged cars. The flag 
waving was a particularly difficult job especially in the F1 
race when visibility was very limited, and the slower cars 
were holding up the leaders. 

The BRSCC also deserve congratulations for running the 
meeting very smoothly throughout despite the weather, 
coping admirably with the task of looking after the com- 
petitors, marshals, officials and catering for television 
schedules, 

The worst aspect of the meeting was undoubtedly the 
paddock. From the very start of the meeting the whole place 
was chaotic. There appeared to be no allocation of bays 
whatsoever and precious little authority in telling people 
where to go and where not to go. Far too many were allowed 
into the paddock both with cars and without, and for any- 
body trying to do any work it was almost impossible. 

We are told that the physical shape and size of the paddock 
cannot be changed until a decision is made on the proposed 
motorway which will pass by the circuit. However, there 
must be proper policing of the area to avoid the chaos and 
frayed tempers which arose last weekend. John Webb, 
realising the problems, has already laid plans for the British 
Grand Prix which should help the situation enormously. The 
whole of the existing paddock will be given over to Fl and 
the rest of the competitors will be in the level car park area 
on the other side of the service road opposite the rear of 
the Clubhouse. 

This, of course, will reduce the amount of immediate car 
parking space and from the scenes last Sunday evening, this 
is going to prove to be a problem. Seemingly, just like in 
the paddock, very few arrangements had been made to cope 
with the volume of traffic. There were plenty of officious 
car park marshals on arrival at the circuit but when it came 
to getting out, with cars stuck in the mud all over the place, 
there wasn't anyone to be seen. If things are not improved in 
controlling the traffic, the crowds are not going to come back 
in their tens of thousands to sit in car parks for two or three 
hours waiting to get home when they could have stayed 
there in the first place and watched it all on TV. 

We hope that the spectators who did have to suffer get- 
ting to and from the circuit will not be discouraged from 
coming back again. In a fortnight’s time we have another 
superb non-championship meeting at Silverstone which 
promises an even better Fl entry and even more top-line 
Supporting events. We can't guarantee the weather but the 
Silverstone management have taken steps in recent years to 
considerably improve their traffic arrangements and the 
spaciousness of the paddock will be a welcome relief to the 
competitors. 


our cover picture 


It was very, very wet at Brands Hatch last Sunday but there was 
some superb racing. Star of the FI was Austrian Niki Lauda in the 
Ferrari who led for the majority of the race until passed by Jacky 
Tekx in the JPS. Prote Peter Burm 


Pit and Paddock 


A motor racing secret as well 
Kept as the original Tyrrell — 
whieh is saying something — was 
taken from its chrysalis before 
the wondering eyes of the West- 
ern press last Friday evening. 
When they received their elegant 
Invitations some cynics thought 
It might all turn out to be an 
elaborate: practical joke, but the 
gleaming." white-with-red-sundise 
Makl)Enginering Grand Prix car 
is the genuine article, 

Planned over a period of years 
and fonstructed almost entirely 
In Japan, the new machine is but 
the; Ieading edge of what is in- 
tended 10 be a long-term, deeply 
serious, profoundly creative 
attempt to advance the auto- 
motive arts. The central goal i 
to quote, “research and devel 
ment of new powerplants 
energy sources for a now com: 
monplace item in our daily lives, 
the automobile.” The Maki F10L 
Which initiates this project is 
largely conventional, Ford Cos. 
worth powered and not unlike a 
Tyrrell 005 in general concep. 
tion, but "this will not be the 
case for long 

Is it a front for interest by 
some major Japanese industrial 
concern? — everyone wondered. 
Can it be Honda coming back ? 
Or is Nissan behind it all? 

In a word, say the Maki off 
cers (thelr eyes twinkling with 
thelr appreciation of everyone's 
puzzlement), No.“ Maki Engin: 
ering Is not related to any major 
Japanese manfacturer.” 

Nor, contrary to first appear: 
ances, has there been much. i 
volvement with the European 
racing establishment. “Our first 
hint of the existance of the car” 
exclaimed a Firestone man,” was 
last’ "Wednesday when’ they 
walked in and politely asked us 
if we would ‘consider selling 
them some tyres for thelr FI 
car.” ‘The selection. of their 
British HQ and. of their New 
Zealand driver has a broader 
base in time—back to last 
December. One day then out of a 
blue sky “a fleet of 12 taxi 
cabs” pulled up to the door of 
Howden Ganley's racing shop in 
Slough and. a bowing and 


scraping gentleman announced, 
Maki Is here! " 

“They asked me two ques 
tions," related. Howden. “First, 


would it be possible to rent my 
place their new Formula One 
team, and second, would 1 be 
Interested in driving the car.” 
“1 gaid yes, and yes," added 
Mistah Ganrey, his face even 
now. ctinkling up in the begin 
ings of an inscrutable smile. 
The car shown to the press 
was actually the second one 
built (the first has stayed in 
Japan) and lacked some two 
weeks of becoming a runner. 
Indeed, until photographers 
asked him to pose in the cock 
pit Howden had never before 
Sat in It. But it was complete 
enough to see most elements of 
the design in detail. Broadly, it 
is largely conventional but there 
are areas of self confident innc 
vation, and many details are 
executed in novel ways by crafts- 
men without easy access to the 
racing supermarkets of England. 
Sitting on a 100-inch wheel- 


The striking shape of th was developed 


on a one-fifth scale mod 


Enter the Maki F1 


Japanese Maki. The bod: 
tna wind tunnel 


water radiator behind the front wheel and 
I (above). It is intended that th 
the air through the radiators. There 


position of the 


d generally seems to be conventional. At the moment a 


DFV ‘engine is used mated (0 a Hewland gearbox. 
base and with front and rear not simply a slavish copy, for the 
track measurements of 531 and top front wishbone, thanks to 


64 inches @540 mm, 1360 mm. 
1620 mm). the general 

suspension configuration follows low 
modem practice. However it is have 


an inverted ball joint in the up- 
Tight, is quite close to the hub 
entre and hence allows a shal. 

nocoque—which seems to 
‘do with copious airflow 


edited by lan Phillips 


over the top of the body in con: 
junction with the unique radiator 
location. At the rear, although it 
was not possible to see under 
the bodywork clearly, there 
seems to be an odd element in 
the mounting of the upper sus- 
pension link which might per- 
haps allow rapid adjustment of 
roll centres. 

It is in aerodynamics that the 
most interesting thinking is 
seen and the shape of the body 
and arrangement of the cooling 
clearly have low drag as a major 
im. Rather than ramming alr 
through the radiator cores as on 
other cars, the Maki sucks it 
through by’ the extractive powers 
of the airstream on either side 
of the cockpit. "The twin radia. 
tors, apparently very bulky but 
actually thin, are carried exactly 
fore-and-aft "like panniers on 
either side of the chassis just 
behind the front wheels. In. point 
{fact they are some inches 
behind the location they could 
be, which very likely has some: 
thing to do with the flow of alr 
and. the distribution of pressure 
in the wake of the semi-exposed 
yre (the space between wheel 
and radiator Is used to carry 
batteries). Air flowing over the 
nose and down the deep chan. 
nels either side of the cockpit 
blows over the pattern of louvres 
above and inboard of the rad 
tors, hence drawing the hot air 
out. Farther aft, just ahead of the 
rear wheels, a similar system 
takes care of oll cooling, 

Original thinking abounds in 
other details, from the centre 
Jock wheel nuts with thelr nylon 
nti-lossening rings — replace 
able so the nuts themselves can 
be re-used—to the "home: 
made” electrical safety switch 
with its teflon body. Even certain 
of the suspension “rose joint 
fare made In the Maki shop, 


To save time between races 
for overhaul, the team will not 
return to thelr British head: 
Quarters. Instead a fully 


equipped shop will travel around 
with the car so that any. pad- 
dock can be tumed: into home, 
while a fast messenger service 
sends out any bits that may be 
required. The whole project is a 
refreshing draught of enthusiastic 
rethinking, and the Grand Prix 
Scene can only profit from the 
new Japanese interest. 

If, for no other reason, than 
the “elegant politeness of thelr 
public dealings. The Maki spokes- 
men were careful to express 
their happiness at being “here at 
Mecea,” and went on, “Formula 
One is the greatest and most ex- 
citing world. We intend to sur- 
vive. in this most competitive 
world.” About their Number One 
Griver (such a parallel to Honda's 
choice of Richie Ginther 10 years 
ago) they said they selected him 

‘because he excels in the 
manoeuvring of the machine 
and also in the development of 
the car he is a man of talent. 
This year he will be able to ex: 
press himself to the full 

We have ni 


history,” says 


Maki Enginering about’ them- 
selves. “So therefore our future 
is brighter." What a cheery out- 
look. 
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Vittorio Brambilla 
in second F1 March 


Max Mosley confirmed at Brands 
Hatch last weekend that Vittorio 
Brambilla will be driving the 
second works March for the rest 
of this year with sponsorship 
from Beta tools 

This will be the Italian's first 
venture into Fi although he has 
tested a Tecno FI before. Vittorio 
is the youngest of the notorious 
brothers who hail from Milan, 
his brother Tino now. having 
retired. Last year was the first 
time that Vittorio concentrated 
fully on F2 with a Beta spon- 
sored March-BMW. After a 

jormy start he cooled down con- 
siderably after his brother retired, 
and he finished the season with 
‘an excellent win at Albi, He also 
had a few outings in an Abarth 
Belitre car which also" brought 
some good results 

Vittorio Is also something of 
fan engineer, although his lack of 
English will probably make com- 
munication difficult, having, built 
‘and raced his own’ Birel F3 car 
uuntit 1972. 

‘The number one March will of 
course be driven by Hans Stuck. 


Although the March directors 
Said that they were hoping to 
keep Howden Ganley in the team 
after the opening races of the 
year, Mosley did admit that he 
knew of the Maki project and 
that Ganley would not be avi 
able to drive in Europe. 


Vittorio Brambilla—Beta 741 


At 


Brise’s F2 Elden 


It was confirmed this week that 
Tony Brise will be driving in 
Formula 2 this year with the 
works Elden. The car will be 
run by the recently formed Elden 
International Racing and Brise 
‘will contest the whole European 
championship “from Hockenheim 
‘The car is still currently 
under construction to a Peter 
Hamspeir design and will be 
powered by a Holbay Pinto 
engine. John Harris, former de- 
velopment engineer at GRD, will 
be responsible for the running 
of the car which will be based 


Tony Brise—F2 chance. 
_ 


at the team’s mew base at 
Swanley. A second car will be 
available as a spare and may 
be hired out on occasions. 

This Is a big step for Elden 
and marks the return of Brise to 
their company. After struggling 
in FF for a number of years the 
Kent based company, rin by the 
Hampsheir brothers, Brian and 
Peter, first came to prominence 
when Tony Brise ran their Mk 8 
FF and dominated the formula in 
1991. Since then Elden have con. 
solidated their position in FF and 
run cars occasionally in F3, the 
most successful being the Mk 10 
which Andy Sutcliffe used last 
year. 

For Brise, number two Grove- 
wood award winner and John 
Player F3 champion last year, 
this is the end of an agonising 
wait which looked like comprising 
of nothing more than Formula 
‘Atlantic in which he will use 
his old F3 chassis fitted with a 
Holbay BDA, He was due to be 
at Brands last week but the car 
could not be readied in time. 

There was talk of Brise driving 
the Hesketh March in the British 
FI races this year but lack of 
engines prevented him being 
able to make his Fl debut at the 
Race of Champions. 


© The Triplex production saloon 
ear round scheduled for Mallory 
Park this Sunday has been post- 
poned—owing to a lack of en- 
tries because of clashing dates 
with the Britax round at Thrux- 
‘ton—uneil June 23. 
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© The Formula 4 pant of the 
7SOMC are holding ‘an informal 
meeting at Wolsey's Wine Bar, 
3 Harrington Road, London, SW3 
(opposite South Kensington tube 
Station) on Friday, March 29 to 
which any interested parties are 
‘weloome. 


will drive in GI this year. 


Noel Edmonds’ 


Top Radio One disc jockey Noel 
Edmonds will be competing regu- 
larly in Gl this year. Tt was 
announced last Thursday that he 
Will be driving a Cortina 2000GT 
Sponsored by Motorcraft and 
built and run by Ford main 
dealers John Willment. 

Because this is the first time 
that a Cortina has been seriously 
entered for a national champion. 
ship it will be run in a number 
of Triplex and Britax club cham 
pions races before it is converted 
to the regulations covering the 
Castrol Anniversary champlon- 
ship. 


Noel Edmonds in the Willment/Motoreraft Cortina RS2000 which he 


G1 Cortina 


Noel's 7 to 9 am breakfast 
show includes a motoring slot 
nearly every morning and as a 
result of this he took part ina 
number of races with ShellSport 
Mexicos last year winning two 
of them. He gave the reason for 
having a Cortina as “the Rolls 
Royce Corniche is not yet 
homologated."" He said that the 


idea of him racing was to have 
lot of fun and it seems that a 
ew novel ideas will appear on 


the Cortina but these are being 
wept quiet at the moment. His 
first race will be at Snetterton 
on April 11 


Gulf Racing’s plans: 
one renamed car only 


ulf Research Racing Company 
officially announced “their 1974 
programme on” Monday. Dr. 


Wylie, director 
Hemisphere began by announc 
ing that the 1974 car will now 
be known as the Gulf GR7. This 
decision was made because it was 
felt that all publicity was lost 
in the mame Gulf Mirage which 
was always abbreviated to Mir 
age. 

‘The new car 


of Gulf Eastern 


is very similar 
to last year’s. The winter test 
Programme has been . centred 
found saving weight and in im- 
proving the low speed handling 
Characteristics. “The greatest 
saving of weight has. come 


from" a slightly altered body 
shape. This represents 50 of 
the 140 Ib which bas been 


saved altogether. Extensive use 
of titanium and light alloys has 
‘ceounted for the’ rest 

‘The car's designer Len Bailey 
has altered the rear suspension to 
allow for more travel to improve 
acceleration out of corners and 
road holding in the slower bends 
The alterations to the suspension 


will probably mean 
doughnut driveshaft couplings 
will have to be changed to con- 
stant velocity joints to cope with 
the increased wheel movement, 
but as yet this has not been 
decided upon, 


Because of the current econo- 
mic situation Gulf will only be 
running one car throughout the 
year, with the exception of Le 
Mans, This will be driven by 
Mike’ Hailwood and Derek Bell, 
who have both been retained 
from last year. Vern. Schuppan 
has been doing a great deal of 
testing with the car at Paul 
Ricard recently and he is likely 
to be one of the Le Mans drivers. 

‘The whole responsibility and 
finance of the team is now in 
the hands of Gulf Eastern 
Hemisphere and this means that 
the car will only appear in the 
European rounds of the manu- 
facturers’ championship, a total 
of eight races. The first public 
appearance of the car will be at 
Le’ Mans test weekend at the end 
of this week with Derek Bell 
ariving, 


that the 


SPANISH 
GRAND PRIX 


JARAMA — APRIL 28th 


Europe's first. world championship Grand 
Prix in 1974. Never before has the Formula 
One season opened with such exciting 
prospects, so many new cars and so many 
interesting new driver/car combinations 


Make sure that you will be there. 


TOUR MR2—FRIDAY /MONDAY 
WEEKEND FLIGHTS BY SCHEDULED 
SERVICES OF IBERIA—€59. 


Including also hotel accommodation, coach transfers 
and circuit admission 


TOUR MR3—ONE-DAY VISIT FROM LUTON 
AIRPORT—£29. 


Includes breakfast in flight, coach transfers and 
circuit admission 


ALSO SEATS STILL AVAILABLE TO 
MONACO GRAND PRIX—MAY 26. 


Call KATE HAYNES for a reservation on (0533) 51211 
or use the coupon below to request a brochure. 


PAGE & MOY LTD 
136-138 London Road, Leicester, LE2 1EB 


Please send §6 page 1974 Motor Racing Brochure 
Name 


Address 


26th Daily Express 


International Trophy 
Sat/Sun April 6th /7¢t 


SILVERSTONE 


N r= 
: REE ae 
Organised cS 


British Racing Drivers'Club 


Book now for Britain's fastest Formula 1 Race. Action packed 
includes Championship races for Formula 6000, 
Fd, Touring, Care and Historic. Cars 
GROPEAN. CHAMPIONSHIP 
jlte £1, child 200. 
ee, Stands and’ parking trae (noi 
uTERNATIONAL TROPHY RACE for Formule 1. and 
racer for Formule Atlante, Formule Ford, Tounng 


adult €230, obits 


Book NOW AND SAVE AT LEAST 0p 
"YOUR £2.30 tickets for £1.80 


DEMPSTER INTERNATIONAL 
RACING TEAM 
would like to 
CONGRATULATE 
MIKE WILDS AND 


MARCH ENGINEERING 
on their 


FORMULA 5000 DEBUT 
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F2 European championship 
opener at Barcelona 


‘The Formula 2 championship sea- 
son opens this weekend at Bar. 
celona. Entries are a little bit thin 
for this race and will be virtu 
ally all March-BMWs. Cars from 
Surtees and Chevron will not be 
ready until the second round of 
the European Championship at 
Hockenheim on April 7 

One strong contender not_pre- 
viously announced, who will be 
debuting at Barcelona. is Andy 
Sutcliffe in a March-BMW run 
by Brian Lewis Racing. Sutcliffe 
drove for Lewis on one occasion 
last year, Karlskoga, and was 
Impressive so Lewis arranged 
sponsorship for a full season for 
the Kent driver this year. Lewis’ 
team will also be looking after 
Bill Gubelmann’s private March- 
BMW this year, 

The new works March team of 
Patrick Depailler and Hans Stuck 
will be making its debut in Spain 
with brand new cars. There has 
been extensive testing at Paul 
Ricard recently where Stuck was 
4 second quicker than Jean-Pierre 
Jarier's best time last year and 
Depailler the next day was 25 
quicker again, Brian Henton was 
also present at the session and 
did a number of quick laps and 
its possible that he will deputise 
for the team when Stuck and 
Depailler are on FI duty 

Japanese — driver Masami 
Kuwashima will be making his 
debut in F2 with a brand new 
March-BMW run for him by Ray 
Kenedy and supported by 
Graviner. He went testing at Sil- 
verstone for the first time last 
week and found the car very 
much to his liking. 

Jacques Coulon will be present 
in the Antar-backed, works-run 
car. He too has been quick. in 
testing, while other Frenchmen 
Jacques Lafitte and Jean-Pierre 

jolt_will be in their BP cars, 


4 


‘Andy. Suteliffe—permanent  F2. 


theirs running with front radia. 
tors rather than the lateral ones 
which the works and semi-works 

‘The only non-Marches going 
that we knew of at the begin- 
ning of the week were the 
Chevron-BMW of. Bertil Roos, 
running in Fred Opert’s colours, 
Claude Bourgoignie’s new GRD 
and the ex-works Brabham BT41 
for a Spaniard, 

‘At the moment it seems as 
though the BMW engine is going 
to be fitted to the majority of 
year although it is pos: 
sible that Surtees, whose F2 
truck caught fire last Saturday, 
will use Brian Hart BDAs in at 
Teast one car. Hart said at Brands 
on Sunday that he had made 
some modifications to the engine 
which gave it more top end 
power. March have also tested 
Cosworth’s latest BDG and Max 
Mosley said that there had been 
no difference in the lap times but 
he was unable to persuade any 
of his drivers to use it 


BL’s racing plans 


‘The introduction into the Castrol 
Group 1 Championship this year 
of the Triumph Dolomite Sprint 
albeit under the banner of 
private entrants—has renewed 
Stories that British Leyland were 
‘about co come back into motor 
sport. 

This was confirmed in a news- 
paper interview last week with 
John Barber, managing director 
of British Leyland. Barber stated 
that the " Brosdspeed-prepared 
Dolomites were the first phase in 
his motor sport programme, in 
which he will be looking cowards 
the clubman and club events in 
addition to the international 

This year British Leyland are 
mainly concentrating on the 
Castrol RAC Championship with 
the Dolomite and in supplying 
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BL private owners with service 
and parts, ‘The former works 
BMC" team headquarters at 
Abingdon are being completely 
re-equipped and new buildings 
erected. 

Barber was formerly a Ford of 
Britain diractor and supported 
the decision to finance the For- 
mula 1 DFV engine programme. 
He is quoted as being tremen- 
dously enthusiastic about motor 
Sport and that after being at 
Brands Hatch one day seeing 
either Ford cars or Ford-engined 
cars winning virtually every race, 
he was determined to put Ley: 
Jand back onthe motor sport 
map. He went on to say that 
Ford attacked motor sport 
cleverly and i has improved 
their cars, particularly the hand- 
ling. 


CanAm regs 
for new G6 
in Europe? 


Keith Pouglas’ interview on 
pages 25 and 26 of this week's 
issue Includes some significant 
plans for Groups 5 and 6 in 

716. Details of the new Group 
5 Silhouette Formula are given 
and also of a proposed new 
Group 6 for 3-litre racing engines 
and S-litre stock block. engined 
sports cars, as per the 1975 
CanAm regulations. 


Opert’s plans 
for Roos 


Fred Opert, the entrant of 
Swede Bertil Roos and the 
operator of the American racing 
‘drivers school based at. Pocon 
was at Brands Hatch last week: 
end to watch the progress of his 
Talented protégé and outline his 
plans for the year, 

He plans to run Roos in a 
number of F2 events with a 
Chevron-BMW ‘starting with 
Barcelona this weekend, Other 
confirmed events are Hockenheim 
and Karlskoga. The Formula 
Atlantic Chevron will be shipped 
over to the States shortly and 
Roos will use this in the promis 
ing_ Play 

Opert 
Roos in the Swedish Gi 
in June although what chassis he 
will use is not Yet certain, Opert 
being @ Chevron agent could 
mean the Bolton firm moving in 
this direction, as itis rellably 
rumoured that they already have 
@ DFV in the workshops 


Castrol’s 
exhibitions 


To mark the 75th anniversary 
Castrol are to hold an exhibition 
of the history of mechanised 
transport at London's Olympia 
between August 1and 11. 

The “Castrol Great Motoring 
Ext being organ- 
ised jointly with the SMMT 
‘ond many of the country’s leading 
companies in the motor trade 
Will, be exhibiting 

The main Castrol display will 
occupy the outer perimeter of 
the ground floor of Olympia and 
will Include seven linked settings 
each devoted toa decade be- 
tween 1899 and 1974, 

Castrol are not releasing de- 
tails of the cars which will be 
on exhibition at this stage as 
they are still negotiating the 
loan of some of the more exoti 
vehicles, but it is known that 
Moss’ winning Mercedes for the 
1955 GP at Aintree will be 
among the vehicles. 


ETCC at 
Monza 


The European Touring Car 
Championship opens this week. 
end at Monza. There will be no 
works cars from Ford or BMW 
and the entry is expected to be 
rather sparse. 

‘Although Ford are not sending 
any of their new cars, one of 
their contracted drivers, 
Hezemans will be pr 


winner at Mantorp Park and Salz- 
burg, with Han Ackersloot. The 
car is totally in 1973 spec and 


sponsored by the Netherlands 
Middle Class Bank 
The race will see the debut of 


Adrian Chambers’ new SCA 7- 
litre Camaro ZL1 which will be 
driven by Frank Gardner and 
Brian’ Mute. 

A strong challenge in the 2- 
litre ‘class should be the Zak- 
speed Escort of Hans Heyer/ 
Hartmut Aaubz, 


Donington 


The Donington Collection of 
single-seater” racing cars cel 
brated its first anniversary last 
week. The number of cars in Tom 
Wheatcrofts beautiful display hi 
gone up from 0 to nearly 70. 
Recent additions to the exhibl- 
tion are the Lotus 25 raced. by 
Jim Clark in 1963, Peter White- 
head's 1951 V-12 Ferrari, a 1953 
Cooper Bristol, two early air 
cooled Coopers, the one-off 
Bugatti type 73C. Others currently 
in the pipeline for the Collection 
include a 1970 FI Ferrari, a 196 
Indianapolis Repco-Brabham, a 
1960 Scarab, 1966 McLaren, 1961 
Lotus 18/21 and a 1956 ‘Lotus 
12 (the first “single-seater from 
Lotus). 

‘A number of cars have been 
Joaned to the collection ‘since it 
opened including a 1937 5.66 
litre Mercedes W125, a complete 
1939 3-litre Mercedes W154. and 
its sister car, a 1914 TT Sun- 
beam, a 1921'GP Sunbeam, two 
pre-war, Austin sevens, Goldie 
Gardner's streamlined MG record 
breaking car, Jim Clark's 1966 
2.1 litre Lotus 33, and 1968 GLTL. 
Lotus 498 as used by Graham 
Hill to win the world champior 
ship and two of the P68 Ford 
coupes, one of which may 
be ‘turned into a course car. 

In these days of rising prices 
it is nice to record that some- 
thing has gone down, The admis 
sion price to the Collection has 
been reduced from £1 to 80p for 
adults with privilege admission 


for parties ‘at’ 75p including 
catalogue, 
Work is continuing on the 


Donington circuit while plans are 
being discussed to develop the 
Park into a comprehensive sports 
and leisure centre for the East 
Midlands. 


@ Ken Tyrrell is looking for a 
married couple to drive and look 
after a motor caravan ¢o all the 
Grands Prix from mid-April to 
mid-September. 


REPLACEMENT BRAKE AND CLUTCH LININGS 
(COMPETITION MATERIAL) 
To all registered Competitors in the Castrol/Autosport Rally Championship 1974 
You must fit A. P. G. Gandy Competition Material 
to be eligible for the £100 bonus prize 1st Group 
1 £50, 1st Group 2 £50. We are the only suppliers 
‘of Gandy Competition Material, therefore can we 
have your requirements now ? Our Caravan will be 
attending the start of all Castrol/Autosport events. 


Reply to: Rod Badham, Midland Rally Team, 
152a Murray Road, Rugby 
‘Tel: Rugby (0788) 4367 


WELLA TROPHY MEETING 
at THRUXTON 


(4 miles west of Andover on A303) 


Sunday, 24th .March, 1974 
WELLA FOR MeN CHAMPIONSHIP CAR_ RACES 


Children 30p 
Grandstends S0p 


ALEXANDERS OF EDINBURGH LTD. 


Semple Street 
Edinburgh EH3 8BN 
Tel : 031-229 3331 
fS2000's AND MEXICO’s AVAILABLE FROM STOCK 


C Sird ) Rallye Sport Centre 


ANNOUNCING THE COMING OF 
SAFETY BRAKER 
TO GREAT BRITAIN 


the answer to maximum 
possible deceleration 


HALF PRICE OFFER! cam 


THE COMPLETE IN-CAR-ENTERTAINMENT CONSOLE 


Please send for details to 
G & D INTERNATIONAL 
RACING SERVICES 
‘31 GROVE STREET. 
HIGHAM FERRERS, 


NORTHANTS NN9 8HX 
CHRONOSPORT 21 01d Bond St., Bath 
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Pit and Paddock 


Exciting JCB prospects 


Prospects for this year's JCB 
Historic Championship are look- 
ing very good indeed as competi- 
tors prepare for the first round at 
Silverstone on April 7. As already 
announced the series takes place 
at international meetings, includ. 
ing the John Player’ British 
Grand Prix, and the following list 
gives the provisional guaranteed 
entries, including reserves. 

Over 3000 ce. Robert Cooper 
and Nigel Clarkson (Lister- 
Jaguar, Jaguar D or, Aston, Mar- 

'DB3S) ; Richard Bond (HWM- 
Jaguar); Peter, van” Rossem 
(Cister-Jaguar, Cooper-Bristol or 
Maserati 200’ SI); Willie Green 
(Lister-Chevrolet); John Harper 
(Lister-Jaguar); Anthony Hutton 
(Lister-Jaguar); Barrie Simpson 
(ex-Hexagon Lister-Jaguar); Ray 
Potter (4.4 Ferari Le Mans); Paul 
Kelly Gaguar D); Bill “Allen 
Gaguar  XKS8); Jonn_ Fellow 

4508); 


‘Colin 


John Beasley (Lister-Chevrolet). 

2001 to 3000 ce. Neil Corner 
(BRM, 2-litre ERA or Maserati 
250F) ; Lockhart (Rover 


Brian Joscelyne (Aston Martin 
DBRI) ; David Llewellyn (Maserati 
250F); Ray Fielding (Maserati 
250F); Tom Rose (Maserati 
250F); Paul Weldon (Monza Fer- 

Charles) Mann (Monza 
Ferrari); Chris Stewart (Aston 
Martin DBRI). 


Up to 2000 ce. Richard Pilking- 
ton istol): Hon 
Patrick Lindsay (ERA or Aston 
Martin); Alan Cottam (Barry 
Simpson's Cooper-Bristol) ; David 
Childs (Lister-Bristol) ; a 

(Lister-Bristol) ; | Murray 
Smith (Porsche); Tony Beeson 
(Porsche); Martin Morris (ERA) ; 
Terry Harrison (Lotus 11); Colin 
Readey (Riley TT); Simon Phil 
lips (Cooper-Bristol or Frazer 
Nash) ; Alan Brownlee (Lotus 11); 
Gerry ‘Walton (Connaught) ; Ma 
colm Clube (Lister-Bristol) ; Ber- 
nard Worth (Ferrari), 

JCB will be publicising the 
championship this year with a 
season long photographic com 
petition in AuTosroxr, the full 
details of which will be an- 
nounced in next week's issue, It 
will be open to any non 
professional photographer of any 
age and judges will be looking 
for pictures that capture the 
spirit of historic racing. A round 
‘Of the competition will tie-in 
with every round of the 1974 JCB 
Historic Championship. 


Neil Corner (in car) with mechanic Arthur Birchall with Tom Wheat- 


croft 


‘BRM P25 which he will drive in the JCB Championship. It is the 


‘actual car in which Jo Bonnier won BRM's first GP at Zandvoort in 


1959, 


Briefly ... 


© Richard Scott, in the winner's 
circle for the first time “for 
longer than I care to remember” 
at Brands last week after the 
exciting Formula Atlantic race, 
confirmed that the engine mal- 
function which dropped his lad 
from 40s to 11s in eight laps 
was something more serious than 
water in the electrics. The airbox 
had been smashed by a stone 
and it, was feared that some 
debris had gone Into the engine. 

Scott, who won the BP. Man 
of the” Meeting award for his 
@rive, also made it clear that the 
car is run by Geoff Richardson 
who provides the BDA engine as 
well and that it is to be called 
2 Scott. and nota Proto as 
appears in the entry lists at the 


© There is a distinct possibility 
of the Rouen F2 race being 
instated to the calendar this year 
after all, Following the death of 
Gerry Birrell last’ year the cir- 
cuit had its permit withdrawn 
but a great deal of work ha 
been done over the winter and a 
recent FFSA inspection gave 
favourable reports. The cireult, 
however, cannot be granted 
permit until the CSI have in- 
spected it 


@ The Amon Fi car suffered 
setback last week while testing 
at Goodwood. As Ch 
was “approaching the 
hander after the pits a constant 
velocity joint on the front brake 
shaft failed. Luckily the damage 
was not extensive, being confined 
to the nose and one comer but 
it was enough for them not to 
take the car to Brands at the 
‘weekend, 

Tt seems that there is currently 
a bad batch of CV joints in cir- 
Culation as JPS suffered the same 
failure while at Jarama, 


© 1t was announced in Holland last 
week that the Royal Dutch Auto- 
mobile Club and the Dutch Air- 
force are to be responsible for 
the training of fire marshals for 
the Dutch GP at Zandvoort, 

Fourteen men will undergo an 
Intensive two week couse and 
there will be one stationed at 
each post round the circuit. 

‘in ‘Addition three special fre 


fighting vehicles, probably 1750 
Alfa Romeo GTV pick-ups will be 
provided. 


© The traditional Le Mans test 
weekend takes place this weekend 
at the Sarthe circuit. Among 
those that will be present will 

st Matra-Simea 670C 

‘been lapping Paul 
the outright FI lap 
record recently. 

‘As well as the usual testing 
period there will once again be 
2 four-hour race and Jean-Pierre 
Beltoise and Henri Pescarolo will 
contest it for Matra, Alfa Romeo 
are sendinug four 33TT12s for 
the testing and one of them, 
driven by Rolf Stommelen and 
‘Arturo Merzario will do the four 
hours. 

Both the turbo-Porsche Car- 
reras of the Martini team for 
Herbert Muller/Gijs van Lennep 
and Manfred Schurti/Helmut 
Koinigg will also be in the race 
plus a number of GT cars. 

‘There will be one of the new 
Gulf GR7 present for Derek 
Bell but it will not be run in the 


ed Opel F2 engine will be at the 


Hockenheim F2 championship 
round on April 7. The engine 
will be in the back of one 
of Bergman's Kaimann chassis, 

‘The engine has appeared be- 
fore in hillclimbing in the back 
of a March 712 chassis and It 
is likely that it will 


ann Opel will be the talented 
Austrian Helmut Koinigg who 
‘will ye driving one of the 
works Martini turbocharged Por- 
sche Carreras in the sports car 
championship. 


© Colin Vandervell was wander 
ing round Brands Hatch 
Sunday “just looking to see how 
much of a farce Gl is.” He plans 
to re-enter Escort Mexico racing 
this year. “I'm getting a car and 
Tl race it if 1 wake up in th 
morning and feel like it.” He ba 
bought = Camaro for GI but it 
is currently in Canada and he 
does not intend to race it until 
the big class finishers can be 
guaranteed points for winning or 


LOOKS AS THOUGH ARTHUR MALLOCK 
HAS LOST HIS CAMBER GAUGE 
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All your weekend sport 


F5000s at Mallory 


Peter Gethin (Chevron) and Brian Redman (Lola) at Brands last Satu 
day. Their return confrontation s at Mallory on Sunday, when Davi 


Hobbs joins the battle, 


Over 50 laps of the 1.35-mile 
Mallory Park circuit, the second 
round of the Rothmans Formula 
5000 Championship takes place 
this Sunday with the prospects 
of a great confrontation between 
Brands winner Peter Gethin 
(Chevron B28), Brian Redman 
(Lola 332) and David Hobbs 
(Lola 330) 

‘The 23-car entry list also fea- 
tures last year’s Rothmans cham- 
pion Teddy Pilette (Chevron 
B28), Steve Thompson (Chevron 
B24), Guy Edwards (Lola T332), 
‘Tony Dean (Chevron B24), Keith 
Holland (Trojan T102), Bob Evans 
(Lola 7332), lan Ashley (Lola 
7330), ‘Leila “Lombardi (Lola 
7330), Mike Wilds (March 74A), 
Damien Magee (Lola T330), Chris 


Craft (Chevron B24), Clive Santo 
(Lola T330), Brian Robinson (Me- 
Laren M19) and Trevor Twaites 
(Lola 330) 

Maintaining the single seater 
flavour, no less than 72 Formula 
Ford competitors will be battling 
‘out positions in the three 10-lap 
heats to qualify for the 15-lap 
final, in this the third round in 
the BOC FF Championship, led by 
New Zealander Richard Hawkins 
in the new. works Dulon, Com: 
pleting the programme isa 
Special saloon car race, which 
over 10 laps should be a walk- 
over for Mick Hill's rebuilt Boss 
Capri 

‘The first event starts at 2.30 
pm. 


Cheers! Lelia Lombardi (left) and Peter Gethin (right) celebrate their 
achievements after last Saturday's F3000 race, which they will be 


hoping to repeat at Mallory. 


Historic emphasis at 
JDC Silverstone 


The opening round in the Classic 
Car Championship for Post His: 
toric cars highlights this Satur 
day's Jaguar DC meeting at 
Silverstone, with a splendid col- 
lection of ‘exciting cars. Among 
them are Charles Lucas (Ferrai 


275LM), Mike Saimon (Aston 
Martin" Project 212), Richard 
Thwaites (Elva Mk 75), Anthony 
Hutton (McLaren Elva), Clive 
Doyle (Attila-Chevrolet), Alan 
8 


Brownlee (Lotus 23B), John Car 
den, Kim and Mike Mather (E- 
types), James Mehew (Iso Grifo 
Le Mans), lan Hilton and Lord 
Cross (Cobras), Steven Smith and 
John Cooper (GT40s) and Tom 
Leake (Aston Martin Zagato). 
ListerJaguars for David Ham, 
Chris Drake and Bert Young head 
the historic sports car race to- 
gether wtih Rupert Glydon's 
type Jaguar, Bill Nicholson’ 


Wella day out 
at BARC’s 
Thruxton opener 


‘Thruxton’s new season starts this 
Sunday with the Wella for Men 
@ay, naturally featuring a round 
in Wella’s FF championship tor 
which there are two heats and a 
final. Significant entries include 
Alo Lawler, Tiff Needell, Geoff 
Lees, John Stevens, Bryan Sharp, 
Richard Morgan and last year's 
Vandervell novice award winner 
David Heale, 

The Tricentrol Sports GT 
event has attracted a very com- 
petitive field with Jeremy Lord's 
Lola-DFV 7280, John Lepp's 
Semi-works Chevron B26, John 
Markey's Lola-BMW 7212’ turbo- 
charged, John Jordan's 7.4-litre 
McLaren MSE, Peter Long's 
Chevron-FVC B23, Anthony Hut- 
ton’s McLaren Elva, Malcolm 
Clube's McLaren MIC’ and David 
Capstick’s Brabham-Climax BTS, 
Heading the large class. 

Brian Henton will be out for 
a Formula 3 hat-trick with the 
works March 743 in the Forward 
Trust Formula 3 Championship 
round, with opposition from Tony 
Routf's GRD 373, Robert Amott’s 
Modus, Dick Parsons’ Ensign and 
the works GRDs of Alex Ribeiro 
and Marcos Moraes. The Mono- 
posto Championship entries are 
combined with the Fs. 


John Turner plans to debut his 
Slitre Skoda-Chevrolet. in the 
Forward Trust special saloon 
race, which also includes Brian 
Cutting's . Escort-Martin, Dave 
Millington's Firenza and Alec 
Poole’s G2 Datsun Sunny. The 
up to 1 litres have thelr separate 
event which sees Brands local 
John Homewood take on Thrux- 
ton expert Ray Payne, both in 
Imps, as are Andy Holloway and 
Nick’ Birch while John Peachey- 
Austing heads the Mini brigade, 
More “saloon entertainment is 
Provided with the opening round 
In the Britax production. saloon 
series with five Camaros (in 
cludi ‘Malcolm 
West and Brian Stuart 
Rolt's Capri and 
Magnum among the varied field. 
The first event starts at 2pm. 


‘Aston Martin DBRI and Hugh 
Clifford's Tojeiro-Climax, and the 
opening round. in the Spreckley 
Thoroughbred sports car series 
contains an excellent collection of 
XKs, Morgans, TRs, ACs and the 
like from the old marque sports 
car days 


Tony Strawson'’s Boss Capri 
and Brian Cutting's Escort 
Martin head the saloon car race 
while the mod sports event is full 
of E-types (including John Bur. 
bidge and Guy Beddington) with 
John Pearson starting as favour 
ite in the VRM Elan. The meet. 
ing is completed with the Aston 
v Jaguar Challenge match race. 

The first event starts at 2.15 
pm. 


Clubmen’s star 
at Snetterton 


History will be made at Snetter- 
ton this Sunday with the first car 
race meeting on the revamped 
1.9-mile circuit which comprises 
the new 1200-yard straight be- 
tween 5 

‘Star attractions in this 
event meeting, are the opening 
round ‘in the’ ShellSport Club: 
men’s Formula Championship 
and the third round in the 
Simoniz Special Saloon Cham. 
pionship. A very full field of 
Clubmen’s cars are entered, fet 


man Vernon Davies, last Sun- 
day's winner at Silverstone 
Richard Cr Noel Stan- 
bury's latest 


Foley, Richard 
Ml. This race 


over 
‘as are the two Simonlz 
‘special ‘saloon races, 


‘The first of those caters for 
the over 1 litres and should see 
quite a struggle between Gerry 
Marshall" (Blydenstein  Firenza), 
Nick Whiting (Escor-FVC), Colin 
Hawker (Caprl-DFV), Chris Meck 
Gulitre Escort), Tony Sugden 
(Escort-Cosworth), and Tony 
Rosen (7-litre Mustang). The 
1300 ce class is full of Minis in- 
cluding Terry Harmer, Paul Taft, 
Tan Vax and Andrew Wheldon. 
The up to I litres have a race to 
themselves, featuring Jeff Ward's 


Imp and the Minis of Peter 
Baldwin and’ Tony’ Dickinson 
with Nell Dineen heading the 


50 ce class contenders, 

The three _non-championship 
races cater for FF, vintage and 
libre cars including Ray Potter’ 
Ferrari 121LM, Geoff Friswell's 
‘Atlantic March’and Chris Choat’ 


Assorted Croft 


A vast entry of modified sports 


cars necessitates two races for 
the opening round of the Blue 
Circle Modified Sports Car Cham: 
Pionship at Croft this Sunday 
The 2001 to 3000 cc entries are 
mixed with the baby class and 
entries from these classes _in- 
clude Ed Stephens John 
Kerswill in Tuscans, John de 
Stefano's Porsche Carrera, Win 
Percy's Datsun Samuri,” Bob 
Jarvis’ Davrian-Imp and Jim 
‘Adamson’s Ginetta G4, ‘The race 
featuring the 2-litre and over 3 
litre entries includes John Pear 
son and Jon Fletcher in Elans, 
Tohn Absalom’s Ginetta, Guy Bed: 
dington’s V12 E-type and Robin 
Gray's Morgan Plus. 8. 

Other races on this assorted 
programe feature rounds in the 
BARC NSCC Northern FF Cham. 
plonship, the Northern Clubmen's 
Championship, the Wendy Wools 
Special Saloon Championship, the 
Bob Fox Mini 7 Championship 
anda formule libre race. 

The first event starts at 2.45 
pm. 


AUTOSPORT, MARCH 21, 1974 


G1 classes should be 
on a price basis 


To suggest that classing by price in the club 
production car formula should be abandoned 
because it is largely to blame for the present 
lack of entries (Editorial, March 14) is 
hardly the sort of responsible comment th 
fone expects from your journal. Do. you 
honestly believe that you are able to make at 
accurate assessment ci the situation and pro- 
pose such sweeping changes after only two 
‘ut of the 37 (if you count both the Triplex 
and Britax championships) even:s planned. 
No, we think you are very mistaken. Why 
has there been a lack of entries? We suggest 
that it Is the recent economic and political 
aituation that is to blame, The big fish going 
for the Castrol/RAC championship were hit 
far less by the general uncertainty in the 
first few months of this year. They had the 
advantage of much more cash and works 
concessionaire support to ride out the storms 
and tribulations of this period, Contingency 
plans could be made to cushion the effects of 
the three-day week. A clubman could not do 
this, Because of the three-day week and lost 
production, clubmen who clinched a belated 
Sponsorship deal (and most deals were belated 
Decause of the uncertainty) have found new 
very difficult to obtain quickly. There 
many clubmen waiting on the sideliné 
with bags full of cash and enthusiasm (with 
most more of the latter) and no car to drive! 
The £1,250 to £1,599 class is not, as you 
“open to little else but the Vauxhall 
Magnums and Escort Mexicos. 
fare the cars that hai 
so far. But wh 


the Hunter GLS ? And the Toy 
the Fiat 128 Coupe? A glance at Motor's 
or Autocar's road test summary will show 


that all these cars have similar performance 
fand with normal race sorting should be fully 
competitive on the track. 


We're not claiming that the actual pricing 
of classes is perfect. It may be that time will 
they have to be changed. But price 
‘ion is sensible and helps keep over 
fall_costs down. So don’t jump the gun. Wait 
few more weeks and see the excellent rac- 
ing that will happen in this formula this 


Lonoon. BRAN ATTHEWS, 


DeRnick BRUNT, 
annie WILLIAMS, 


Restrict F1 


‘Today Mr I. M. Everybody announced that 
he would be entering ail the remaining Grands 
Prix this year with a car of his own con- 
struction, The car has been built in Mr 
Everybody's kitchen using the table as a work 
bench. Mr Everybody said that the team 
would be small, consisting of himself and 
Rex his dog. 

Tt has not reached that stage yet, but 
when one counts the number of teams intend- 
ing to do Fl this year it begins to seem 
Ike it. Some may consider it to be a healthy 
situation but I have my doubts. In the past 
year only three teams have proved themselves 
capable of winning and perhaps four more 

ye shown they have the potential to do so. 
‘The rest are just make-weights that contr 
bute ‘little to the ra 

In the British GP last year approximately 
one-third of the cars were eliminated before 
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Correspondence 


the race was properly under way but I doubt 
If thelr absence made any difference to most 
of the spectators (apart from the fact that on¢ 
or two front runners were eliminated). I 
think most spectators would prefer to see 
15 cars starting and finishing a Grand Prix 
without one of them making a pit stop, as 
happened in Holland in 1961, 10 seeing 30 
cars starting, of which only half finish. 

‘The most immediate remedy would be to 
pay only those who were either in the fastest 
15, say, during practice or finished in the first 
15 in the race. This might also have the useful 
effect of stopping the increase in admission 
Prices that is taking place. The other remedy 
{to introduce a new Formula 1 after all 
the present one has lasted for nearly 10 
years. At present, building an Fl car has 
Become too easy but that's where I came in. 
Lovarmorouck, Leics. G. L. Cottence. 


Croft barriers safe 


1 really must object 
subject of safety Ins 
appeared under the heading of 
Permit Refused. 

‘Apart from being inaccurate, I feel it con 
stituted an attack upon the intelligence of 
both the Autodrome management and the 
RAC Competitions Department. The former 
for advocating an unsafe instaliation and the 
latter for agreeing to It 

‘The main. supports to which you refer as 
“ordinary fencing stakes” are of prime 
seasoned English oak specially supplied for 
the job and, shock” posts, equally robust 
larch posts have been incorporated. Thus 
every 30 in of the steel sheeting is adequately 
supported. 

‘Of course the earth bank will erode, just 
as it will If you use sleepers to give a vertical 
face, and this is most apparent during the 
first’ few months after erection when the 
soil is consolidating, 

1 would have thought “your man at Croft” 
might have bad some race circuit experience. 
It ‘he had, he would have been aware that 
the upkeep of earth banks has always been 
a5 normal a part of circuit general mainten- 
ance as the cutting of grass verges. 

Co. Dunnam. L. R. Dixon Cave 
(Director and General Manager, 
Croft Autodrome). 


paragraph on the 
fons at Croft. which 
“Lydden 


The new Croft “ safety” barriers referred to 
in the above letter. 


The editoris not bound to agr 


e with readers’ opinions 


FSV supporter 


Formula Three . . . is still the only formula 
at the bottom end of the ladder which ii 
international" bemoans the editorial; while 
on page 20 Pete Lyons proclaims: ™ More 
than F5000 or the small’ sportscar classes 


and even perhaps more than F3, SuperVee is 
today’s true international formula.” 

Come on Avrosror—admit it— that 
most excellent of scribes is right; the " sult- 


able alternative formula" sought in the edi- 
torial’ is alive and well and living, nay 
thriving, throughout Europe and America 


SuperVee offers : persormance equivalent to F3, 
genuinely international racing and the added 
bonus of a very healthy prize fund. And, if 
foreign 

‘a yardstick for 
then look n0 


you're concerned about the need for 
participation” to give 
Judging a driver's true ability, 
further. SuperVee is 
formula in’ which many 
sionals have served thelr apprenticeships ; its 
importance is indicated by the fact that Supe 
Vee races support some of Europe's major 
International events, including Grands Prix. 
‘A busy SuperV 
to circuits like 


Osterreichring, Mantorp Park, Nivelles 


Karlskoga and even Riverside and 
‘swell as most of the major 
So, isn't it time the British 
racing press acknowledged the formula ? 
Basinostoxe, Hants. M. B. VAUGHAN, 


Manufacturers’ 
championship fan 


Why is it always the world championship for 
makes that has to suffer? Last week in AUTO- 
Srorr, it was said that the Daytona 24 hours 
had been cancelled. The sports car champion- 
ship seems to suffer the most criticism over 
poor support, too much money involved, can- 
‘cellations, t00 boring and other reasons. 


Road Atlanta's date has mot yet been 
finalised, Hockenheim's proposed race didn't 
‘materialise. 1 doubt whether the Buenos Aires 
1000 kms will take place with all the troubles 
in Argentina and if recent Brands Hatch 
sports car races are anything to go by, this 
ene might mot be much better, leaving per- 
haps ‘nine races out of an original 13. How 
can one expect to run a top-class world 
‘championship on nine races ? 


Tam an ardent Gulf-Mirage supporter and 
would dearly like to see Len Bailey's 
“beauty,” the Mirage-W win some ret 
endurance races, but a possible British Le 
Mans win Is forsaken because nobody wants 
20 develop the engine! Matra-Simca put every- 
thing into developing, racing and winning the 
world's most prestigious event. Agreed, sports 
car racing is very costly but so are ali forms 
‘of motor racing. 


‘The world championship for makes is the 
second most important championship in the 
world so why can't it be given top priority? 
Why can't the Kyalami nine hours be given 
a date on the calendar to boost the number 
‘of races? I am sure that some people, myself 
included, are getting worried about the 
number of cars on a Fi grid these days. Why 
can't some of these help out the world cham- 
Pionship for makes? BRM, Lotus, McLaren, 
take note and follow Matra and Ferrari. So 
come on, let's have some support for top- 
class sports car racing now Interserie and 
GanAm are aisppesring, otherwise next 39a 
the most Important sports car championship 
will be the Tricentrol sports GT championship 
Winrat, CHEsmine. JULIAN THomals (AcED 15). 


RACE OF CHAMPIONS 


Revenge in the rain 


By PETE LYONS Photographs by PETER BURN 


“1 planned it" sald Jacky Iekx lat 


Niki, but also’ that I would have to do it really very carefully!” 
‘truggling through baulky traffic all the way, slithering around cars he could perceive 
but with the fleeting red-tinted plume that was the Ferrari 
up ahead to goad his reputation as master of the rain, he refused to give up. The 
in with the shifting v 


been 


only as weaving towers of spray 


and shrank and grew 


“1 knew that would be the best place to overtake 


‘The John Player man had 


ap grew 


ies of the back-markers, but with three- 


Quarters of the race gone the interval began to shorten rapidly. Lauda, who had been driving as 
Superbly as Ickx on the streaming wet surface, his B3 handling perfectly on its new-generation 


Goodyear rainwear, was suddenly in troubl 


‘soft rubber bump stop on his right rear suspension damper had torn way 
‘was taking sharper blows from the Brands Hatch bumps. 


‘Not big trouble, for it was merely that the 


‘but now the chassis 
It was enough to destroy the 


‘equality between the two men. Half a dozen laps from the end they rushed up by the pits 


only feet apart, and as they both shut off for Paddock, water spinning hig! 
the outside and’ came abreast 

jammed open, 

Lauda, recognising the inevitable, 

the former Ferrari driver go on around, and settled back to watch his hard won 


tyres, the black JPS suddenly lunged 
instant it was as if Its throttles hi 
manoeuvre and he carried it off precisely. 
enough to 

lead disappear in a ball of black-tinted spray. 


Jacky Ickx on his way to victory in the JPS, 


‘That was the best moment of a very fine 
motor race. It had begun with James Hunt 
Starting the new Hesketh from pole in its 
very first event, a victory for not only the 
fledgling team, but for Firestone as well 
however, was in the nearly dry con: 

The streaming wet of 

jerent story, as the newly 
rain compound proved 


ately. At the start Carlos Reutemann jumped 
Into the lead, but locking brakes dropped him 
back from the leading bunch and finally 
pitched the Brabham into the Druids barriers 
Emerson Fittipaldi was up into second to 
begin with, but both Lauda and Ickx got by 
him in traffic and by the end the Texaco 
Marlboro's handling was not helped by a 
slowly deflating tyre, Mike Hallwood's 
Yardley McLaren came a rather distant fourth 
handicapped both by inoperative clutch with- 
drawal and Clay Regazzoni doing everything 
to prevent his overtaking. The second 
Ferrari, its driver suffering a dirty visor as 
well aS understeer, finished fifth after Peter 
Revson's UOP Shadow, which had been 
caught up with Regazzoni and Hallwood. 
eased off with its engine losing power. 

The 40 laps in the rain provided many 
‘other mini-dices and very many slides and 


10 


vindicating his mos 


from their eight 
‘For one heart-stopping 
it It was Ickx’s carefully planned 

Lifted off 


from Ferrari to Lotus. 


spins and (reasonably unserious) crunches, 
and even well before the electrifying move of 
Ickx the truly huge crowd that had come 
to stand faithfully in the windy cold must 
have felt themselves well rewarded. Some 
people say they dislike wet racing, but they 
€annot say there is anything wrong with it 
as a spectacle! 


ENTRY 


‘The final total of Fl cars to arrive for prac- 
tice was 16, following the withdrawal of the 
keenly anticipated new Amon. This had 
suffered a shunt in testing when a front 
brake shaft universal joint failed, apparently 
because of improper heat-treatment of a 
recent batch—Lotus have had a similar 
failure recently, too. 

At the top of the list was the single John 
Playee Special, the last type 72 to be con- 
structed (“number 5") having what was very 
likely its last race. This was the chassis 
made for Jacky Ickx, for although it was 
riginally announced ‘that Ronnie Peterson 
would drive apparently Ickx wanted to drive 
just as much and won the toss. (Actually, a 
better story is that down at Jarama a week 
before Jacky suggested they sort it out 
between them by the results of a push bike 


race round the circuit; Ronnie protested that 
this sounded like too much work, so they 
held a standing still race and the smaller, 
lighter Belgian succeeded in keeping the bike 
upright longer!) His car had been alter 
since its South American appearances in that 
the oll tank atop the gearbox was a new low- 
profile design with a sort of “saddlebag" con- 
figuration to prevent its spoiling the flow of 
air to the rear wing. 

The McLaren M23s, with a long life ahead 
of them yet, bad been modified in g 
detail. First, there was a new nos 
something along the lines of the new JPS/9, 
Which by being much narrower allowed the 
fitting of new front aerofolls of longer span 
and hence superior aspect ratio, At the back 
all three cars had a new wing mounting so 
ingenious that Colin Chapman brought Ralph 
Bellamy over to show it to him. A pair of 
vertical plates extending rearwards from the 
gearbox have a multitude of holes drilled 
through so the wing supporting pylon can 
be mounted in any one of a dozen positions. 
These holes are all arranged on an arc, or 
rather two arcs, struck from an axis coin- 
ciding with the trailing edge of the aerofoil 
Therefore, as the pylon and hence the leading 
edge of the wing is moved up or down to 
assume any desired angle, the trailing edge 
will always be at exactly the maximum 
height allowed by the regulations. Neat. 
These acrofolls, by, the way, were now the 
“bananas” recently adopted by others, The 
cars of Mike Hallwood and Denny Hulme were 
thelr usual chassis, while Emerson Fittipaldi 
had the son’ number 4 which has be- 
come the team’s mule; this had a different 
Fear cross member with alternative spring and 
Wishbone mounts. 

Neither of the two Brabham BT44s were 
the usual cars, Carlos Reutemann was using 
@ brand new chassis, the third from the ji 
ind beyond having a revised fuel system i 


was substantially regular ones. 
Richard Robart’s, however, was not really a 
44 at all, rather it was a "42 & 4," being 


BT42-3 fitted with all the type 44 bodywork 
but not the rising-rate front springing. 

‘The pair of 31283 Ferraris looked the same 
‘as before, although Niki Lauda was using 
cha: 10 which did not go to South 
‘America, and there was something new in the 
way of engin 3 
Clay Regazzoni’ 

Also, they finally chose (in the dry) r 
tyres designed to ft onto 15-inch diameter 
rims, rather than the currently universal 13 
Iinchers, because (it was thought) together 
with narrower treads these worked somewhat 
Better on the peculiar Brands Hatch surface, 
‘The Ferraris were the only cars so fitted. 
‘There was but one BRM, of the type which 
‘always gone 50 well 
P160—010 repainted 
of green below and 
@ pleasant grey above, with “MOTUL” added 
more prominently to both ends (one of the 
normally taciturn mechanical types went out 
of his way to exclaim what a good oil he had 
found it to be—a testimony that had the ring 
of sincerity) and Henri Pescarolo stuck in to 
drive. 


identical UOP Shadows. was 
the driver of the single Surtees-Fina, his 
regular chassis, No. 3, looking completely 


different and strikingly handsome in its new 
Bang & Olufsen colours. Rikki von Opel was 
back taking a second breath at Fi, the 
Ensign MNO2 showing the results of lots of 
serious testing. The rear wing was now 
Centre-mounted and devoid of its distinctive 
side-fins, while a dam had been removed 
from the nose when testing in the MIRA 
wind tunnel and shown that air was being 
thrown so high that it was missing the rear 
wing. James Hunt's new Hesketh 308 showed 
no outward modifications as a result of its 
testing programme from the configuration in 
which it appeared (so briefly !) in Brazil. The 
Embassy Lola chosen by Graham Hill to drive 
here was the older, higher-mileage car which 
he had not liked as well as the newer one, 
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but this was now fitted with alterations to 
the front and rear suspension geometries and 
hhad been lightened with some bits remade in 
titanium. Finally, John Nicholson was. try- 
ing out the Pinch Lyncar, treating the race 
meeting as nothing more than a test session 
for the entirely conventional but nicely made 
new machine. 

‘There were in addition a rumbling herd of 

some of the F5000 cars from the Saturday 
Rothmans race, none of them modified beyond 
fitting rain tyres and none of their drivers 
really seriously anticipating repeating Peter 
Gethin's surprise last minute victory of last 
year for the gaps in lap times in both wet 
and dry conditions compared with the Fis 
‘out to be hopelessly large, unlike the 
tion on many other circuits. 
Brands Hatch, in fact, proved itself once 
again to be a very peculiar little race track, 
with odd twists and turns and with bumps 
that cane every element of the chassis and 
power train. Cars that go well elsewhere 
bften seem at a loss here, and here cars 
that ni ine under other suns can burst 
into quite unaccustonfed prominance. Many 
Grand Priz teams say they would rather not 
bother with the funny Kent circuit, but on 
alternate years the British GP is held here 
‘and then the Race of Champions is thought 
to be a valuable chance to get in some early 
testing. Of course, that doesn’t reckon with 
the late-winter weather, .. . 


PRACTICE 


By GP standards the practice time available 
‘seemed a bit penurious, being divided into a 
‘single two-hour session on each of the two 
days before the race (so that there would be 
rno time on either day to try more than super- 
ficial modifications to the cars) but in point 
of fact this represented more than four times 
the expected length of the race. An additional 
handicap was the stern British springtim 
‘weather, the gods of which having the fore- 
‘sight to provide # chance of tuning the cars 
to both the possible conditions that could be 
anticipated. 

Friday was an utterly dismal day, bitterly 
cold and windy and greasy wet. It was a 
‘question of disconnecting roll bars and crank- 
ing wings up and fitting rain tyres, forget- 
ting completely any idea of learning anything 
about the effects of the recent car modifica- 
tions on normal track surfaces. Just how 
serious it was to try out wet-weather hand- 
ling, though, was proven by Denny Hulme— 
he actually got into his overalls and went 
out to splash around with all the others! 

‘What was learned mainly concerned tyres. 
For several seasons, now, it has been Fire- 
‘stone who have enjoyed a killing advantage 
Jn the rain, and this held true as recently as 
year’s Canadian GP when Lauda's BRM 

building up a lead as long as the track 
wet. But over the winter Goodyear made 
\dvance in rubber compounding and tests 


Goodyear shod entries were vastly faster— 
Pescarolo's BRM, a model which for three 
years past had always been on the front row 
for a Brands race, was over four seconds 
slower than the best opposition car, which 
was Lauda again in his Ferrari at 1m 32.0 s. 

‘The Wolverhampton crowd were expressing 
their pleasure through tightly clamped lips, 
0 for more insight It was necessary to inter- 
view the Brentwood bunch, “They've done 
a more expensive manufacturing process, 
explained Bob Martin, “and their compound 
must be about six points softer on the Duro- 
meter scale than ours—say about 36 to our 
42. The softer your compound is, you see, the 
more it squishes around and gets rid of the 
water and also the more it heats up. How- 
ever the softer you make it the more exact- 
ing the manufacturing process, and to make it 
‘any softer than ours you really have to break 
into your normal string of operations and set 
up a special, more rapid, process. That’ 
much more costly, but I suppose we'll have 
to do it, now...” 
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While 2 good Firestone time in the stream- 


ing cold wet was in the high 30's, an aver- 
‘age Goodyear time was in the lower 30's and 
towards the end of the session it was Rev- 
son's UOP Shadow that was quickest at 1 m 
33.5 s. That was a tenth faster than Fitti 
paldi, who was quickest of the MeLarens. 
‘The ‘Ferraris were a bit slower than this 
bracket, while Ickx with the JPS was suffer- 
ing a duff engine and was slower still—nor 
did he look to the eye as though he was 
trying very hard. Reutemann’s Brabham was 
disappointing. as the engine would cut out 
completely as he braked into corners on most 
laps, although occasionally Lole got in some 
clear laps and was able to decide the handling 
was ok 

‘Lauda had done what he thought was a 
‘good time and come in to stop, saying to his 

wm, “The track is very slow, I cannot go 
‘ny faster. But then they tell me that Peter 
has just done a 33, so I think, ‘Well, it 
cannot be that the track is 

just time to 
do one flying lap before the chequered flag 
and Niki put his heart into it. He didn’t do a 
33, he did a 32—dead. 

‘That was exactly one and a half seconds 
better than what had been best, so overnight 
everyone else screwed up the worry lines in 
thelr foreheads and wondered where they 
could possibly find an improvement like that. 


However it didn’t seem to matter any more on 
Saturday morning. for in fluky contradiction 
of every forecast it was a superb day : bright, 
blue, cool but not bitter. It was in these 
opposite circumstances that the opposition 
tyre company began to smile. There was no 
Tonger a disadvantage, in fact, some people 
were saying there was a clear advantage. To 
state the thing plainly, there was James Hunt 
on the pole, first time the brand new Hesketh 
had been tried in competition, and not even 
the Hesketh people who with every meeting 
give the impression more and more strongly 
of knowing exactly what to expect of them- 
Selves, expected that. “The car shouldn't 
go well at a place like Brands,” said Bubbles 
Horsley, “It's frankly a bit difficult to drive 
‘at the moment, as you saw yesterday. So if 
We're quick here..." 

The handling difficulty seemed to involve 
the front of the car, specifically the steering, 
which in a perverse ‘sort of way was too res 
ponsive. The slightest steering input gave a 
Biant, sudden result. James was able to cope 
with this in the dry and to heartwarming 
effect, but in the wet it was a different story. 
“A wet surface magnifies any handling defici- 
ency,” ruminated Harvey Postlethwaite, “and 
in the rain our car is, well virtually undrive- 
able” (Hunt's Friday time had been a poor 
1m 40.75) 

It was still the Ferraris, now on their 15- 


The battle for the lead. Lauda’s Ferrari just before Ichx passed him. 


inch, narrower tread Goodyears, which were 
fastest of the rest. This time Regazzoni beat 
Lauda, by half a second—a gap which (accord- 
ing to Niki) was just the difference between 
managing and not managing to get a clear 
fying lap unhindered by traffic. Clay did this 
despite having trouble staying on the road, 
land twice, at Bottom Bend and at Paddock, 
he spun up clods of mud and grass, The first 
time was because the throttles jammed, he 
said, but the second was his own fault. “It 
was’ because, ha ha (hitting himself on the 
forehead) I was going on new tyres and, ha 
ha, I forget.” He bad to walk in after that 
because the engine refused to fire again, 

‘These three quickest cars, Hesketh and the 
pair of Ferraris, wei 
br not visually the 
Dumps. The whit 
almost uncanny through Bottom, 4 
through in an almost liquid manner without 
any pitching or twitching at all. The squi 
ling red cars were equally steady, the dri 
able to plant down lots of power very 
without having to work very hard at all on 
the steering. For today both had been fitted 
with reputedly revised engines, but the drivers 
Were unable to say how much better they 
were because of the total difference in the 
track conditions. 

Fourth best, despite continuing cutting-out 
trouble, was Reutemann, but it was not a 


‘competitive time compared to the three ahead. 
It was merely a tenth better than Pescarolo, 
who was driving the handsome BRM with 
verve, all bounces and tosses and 
feet hard down all the time. of 
Fittipaldi and Hailwood shared 
slower yet (with Hulme alm: 
that) and it” was obvious that 
quering design of South America was just 
as unhappy in Kent. At one enthralling 
Stage of Saturday practice Hailwood was 
flinging around just staving off Fittipaldi, the 
two exactly equal about a second apart, both 
driving exactly the same with extremely quick, 
most anxious jerky cuts of rather large 
magnitude at the steering, Emerson finally 
slacked off and let an air gap develop and 
his tyres cool and then tried again, but it was 
no good. Mike, delighted enough with his 
Performance “in cla! 
explain why he was one and a half seconds 
off the pace. “The car is nervous, but that 
doesn’t seem to explain it al 
ings off—all three of the gear 
here—but not that much... .” 
‘Mass completed the fourth row, chucking the 
Surtees around with foot hard down just like 
Pescarolo, but he was held up towards the end 
of Friday's session by trouble at Clearways. He 
was chasing Hunt and the two of them came 
across Robarts' "424" just before the entry. The 
Brabham driver pulled over to let the Hesketh 


" 


through to the inside, but then, according to 
Mass, came across to the apex again just in 
front of the Surtees. At just about the tightest 
part of the corner the two touched nose to 
tall and both instantly snapped into dupli- 
ate spins across to the outside. The Surtees 
scuffed to a stop on the grass but the Brab- 
ham had just enough momentum left to crunch 
its left rear into the guardrail. Mass was able 
to drive on into the pits, his nosecone in 
rags. Revson's Shadow didn't seem to be set 
up quite right as there were places it was 
making heavy weather of the bumps, although 

itself was acceptable in the con 
the second bunch.” It was a bump 
that caught out his young teammate Jarier, 
who on his first flying lap on Saturday prac: 
tice lost his new Shadow out on the far 
section and crunched the rail hard enough 
to wrinkle the front of the tub (“although 
by our standards it isn't much of a shunt”) 
and it was not thought feasible to repair it in 
time for the race. 

Hulme ended up 10th fastest, with a rather 
unimpressive time 2.8 s Worse than the front 
row and almost a second off that done by the 
Other two M23 drivers, but whether or not 
there was something mechanical wrong was 
not revealed. Ickx was even slower, there 
still being something off with his ‘engine, 
while Hill was finding the Lola much better 
than the day before when in the wet it had 
been dreadful and was quite encouraged. 

Nicholson was making progress with the 
Lyncar, despite dividing much of his time 
into his FA preparations ; the new car seemed 
generally reliable although the trouble 
with the nut on one wheel coming loose and 
causing a brake-pad problem. Von Opel with 
the revised Ensign was just as unhappy as he 
had been in Argentina, saying the car was 
80 viciously unstable as he slowed for Pad- 
dock that he could 
off the wheel. He fel 
nor was he 


ranged on the grid 

Im wet and 
fog, not as a result of anything that hap- 
pened in their own race in the dry. In fact 
Several of them were unable or chose not to 
run the Fl event, which notably included 
Redman who said the new Lola needed an 
Intensive week's testing before it should race 
‘again, Unfair though the difference in quality. 
ing sessions might have been, it had the effect 
‘of putting the F500 behemoths well to the 
rear of the grid, away from every one of the 
Fis (except Jarier, who of course non-started) 
‘and for once no one expected them to chal- 
Jenge for a good position in the race. The 
disparity of performance on the difficult cir. 
cult—even though the Fis themselves failed 
to repeat the lap speeds of earlier years— 
was too great. 


Something inexplicable cut another car from 
the startline on raceday morning. On his third 
lap of untimed practice Jochen Mass suddenly 
Jost control right in front of the pits, at a 
place where where one would normaily be 
Accelerating hard in virtually a straight line, 
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Early 


and stuffed the nose of the TSI6 against the 
pits barrier hard enough to necessitate its 
Withdrawal from the race. The normally open 
Jochen was distinctly reticent about what 
might have caused the original loss of control 

‘An engine change had finally cured the 
mysterious problem of Reutemann’s car that 
extensive checking of electrical and fuel 
system components had not, while Ickx too 
was better off as a result of changing the 
‘engine—after the warmup session during 
Which it forced the issue by blowing up. But 


these brighter notes were darkened as the sky 
darkened, and by noon its was unavoidably 
obvious that the most recent Met forecast 
was going to be fulfilled. It was going to be 


2 cold, ‘wet race meeting and the lessons 
Tearnt on Friday were going to be the impor- 
tant ones. So it was off with the bars and 
up with the wings and on with the rainwear. 
‘The adventurousness of the prelimina 
races caused a postponement of half an hour 
in the original starting time, and wasn't until 
just on 3pm with a light but steady drizzle 
blowing down the dismal wind, that the Union 
Jack raised slowly and majestically over the 
rasping grid. It dropped decisively, and at 
that instant steamy smoke wreathed the rear 
wheels of the two front row cars. Both 
Hesketh and Ferrari bung there stationary 
for a palpable moment, long enough for the 
Brabham to snake forward and lunge by on 
the left side and move off into the lead 
Lauda started to move off with Reutemann, 


Star of proctice was James Hunt in the Hesketh 


but his lagging wheelspinning teammate was 
in the way and he had to lift off and start 
again, and by the time he was going at full 
Uhrust Fittipaldi had moved up into second, 
Up at the greasy shining Druids hairpin it 
was still Reutemann in front, with three men 
absolutely abreast right behind : Fittipaldi go: 
ing round the outside, Regazzoni sandwiched 


in. the middle and Lauda’ running up 
on to the inside kerbing trying to. get 
through that way. Ickx was fifth, on the same 
line as Fittipaldi, while pole man Hunt wi 


tucked tight inside right behind Lauda with 
Hailwood and Revson sniffing his gearbox 

‘As the scrabbling pack began to sort itself 
out there formed two main groups of four 
cars each. Reutemann still led the whole 
Face—the fourth time in the four races so 
far this year that the BT44 has gone into the 
lead right from the start—but Lauda sneaked 
up into second from Fittipaldi and Tekx ; while 
Regazzoni dropped back to bedevil Hailwood, 
Revson and Hulme. ‘The others from ninth 
place back began to string out rather than 
bunch up in the spray and murk. 

‘The track condition was absolutely atro- 
cious. On the first lap scrabble at the hair- 
pin Pilette spun his big red Chevron and Wilds 
could not avoid derranging the nose of the 
March against the bank. Teddy carried on to 
the pits, but Mike had to walk back. On the 
second jap Hunt spun away his last forlorn 
hope at the same corner and wasn't able to 
rejoin until virtually everyone else had 


which claimed pole position on its debut. 
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THANKS FOR 
HE MEMORIES. 


Over the past couple of years the John Player Special 
has knocked up a few victories. Seventeen, in fact. 

Not least of which was Sunday's at Brands Hatch. 

So congratulations to Jacky Ickx 

From now on Jacky will be driving the new John Lil 
Special. It's even more powerful than the old one. - 

Butit'll still be racing on the same oil. 

Thesame oil you can put in your engine. 


DUCKHAMS FORMULA GJ * 


If you think just any oil will do,ask Colin Chapman. 
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‘Mike Hailwood laps John Nicholson’s Lynear on his way to fourth place in the Yardley McLaren. 


slipped and slithered past. Elsewhere on the 
track as the leaders began to come around 
between the slowest runners there be; 

ragged series of unpredictable blockages and 
avoldunces and even a few non-avoldances 


v 


Carlos Reutemann climbs out of his Brabham 
after crashing at Druids. 


Hill and Ashley brushed together out at Haw- 
thorns corner, and in Clearways Richard 
Robarts got himself involved in precisely the 
same. kind of incident all over again as on 
the day before, when after apparently mov- 
ing over to let Hunt come through he finally 
moved on into the apex; the left front corner 
of the Hesketh, despite Hunt being hard on 
the brakes, just nudged the tail of the Brab- 
ham and sent it spinning off onto the muddy 
grass on the outside. This time, fortunately, 
fot as far as the barrier, and " Rookie” was 
able to rejoin. Hunt's car lost a corner of 
bodywork and although he merely dropped 
down a gear and accelerated away, the 
handling now was even more evil and he 
called into the pits and retired. 

While these and other frightful things were 
happening at the back, Reutemann was preser- 
ving his lead from Lauda, but only just. The 
Brabham’s front brakes ‘were beginning to 
Jock erratically, and suddenly it went too 
deep into Druids and like a flash Lauda’s Fer- 
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rari squeezed by. Carlos was still second for 
a moment, but then at Clearways the same 
thing happened, the white car carried on a 
yard or two too wide, and both Fittipaldi and 
Ickx slipped through the gap. From then on 
it was a constant losing struggle for Reute- 
mann, and just before half distance as he 
came up over the crest of the hill into Druids 
the right front brake locked up severely and 
smash It went nose first into the rail. He had 
to abandon then and there with a wrinkled 
tub, but post-race inspection found the car 
to have taken the impact well 

“Hah! said Hunt. "There was justice for 
the way he jumped the start. The gods of 
Druids struck him down." “No, I did not 
jump the start,” said Reutemann. “I never 
jump the start—never in England.” 

That left Lauda now more or less com- 
fortably in the lead, although Fittipaldi and 
Tekx were pressing as hard as they could a 
couple of seconds behind. They were all 
visibly evenly matched, Ferrari torque perhaps 
making a slightly easier job of staying in th 
lead. ‘The main imponderable was the fluid 
situation with backmarkers, and it was traffic 
that Ickx credited with his move agwinst Fi 
paldi, Ickx tells the story: “It was really 
terribly difficult in the traffic because of the 
vision. Even if you stayed two seconds behind 
you could see nothing of another car. When 
I passed anyone I didn't know even who it 
was. That was how I passed Emerson; it wi 
with traffic and I was able have the luck— 
Dut I didn't see him as I passed! That wi 
at the top of Paddock Hill as. they lappe 
Dean—Jacky chose the outside and it worked. 

‘So now it was Lauda with Ickx behind and 
Fittipaldi not quite staying in touch. But 
these three were well ahead of fourth place, 
which now belonged to Hailwood. Mike, and 
Revson behind him, had spent a long time 
darting back and forth behind Regazzoni, who 
‘was being flagrantly obstructive, even to the 
extent of weaving from side to side enter 
ing corners. That Clay wasn't able to run 
with his teammate was due not to trouble 
with the car, for he said that was going pe 
fectly bar a’ slight understeer, but with hi 
visor. Somehow muddy and oily water was 
coming to the inside, where his electric heat 
ing element was boiling off the liquid and 
leaving the scum. He said with a smile when 
asked about his tactics of staying ahead of 
the others, “It's fun for the people.” Hail- 
wood tried in vain to get by for a long time, 
then sort of co-operated in letting Revson 
through to see if he could have any luck. The 
answer was no, and it wasn't until a right 
Combination of ‘conditions with backmarkers 
that Hailwood was able to breeze by both 
Revson and Regazzoni and go off about his 
business—handicapped a litte now by his 
clutch not disengaging. Revvy didn’t manage 
to get by the Ferrari, and eventually had to 


slack off a little as the engine seemed to lose 
some power. 

Hulme, like Regazzoni, was in visor trouble, 
and he made a total of three pit stops to try 
to sort it out—appearing fi 
held on with red tape, 
shorter one held on with black tape. That 
was the only colour about Denny's perfor- 
mance, for he hates the rain and makes no 
bones about it and his driving showed It. 
Back amongst the F5000s visor trouble was 
plaguing lan Ashley, as his complete piece 
came adrift at about lap 10 and he. ran 
to the distance with all the murk of the day 
driving into his face. After Gethin had 
to drop into the pits with tyre trouble, Ash 
ley was rewarded with best finishing position 
amongst the behemoths, eighth overall just 
behind Pescarolo. (To Gethin, who was driv- 
ing very strongly while he was out, went the 
best F5000 lap time at 1m 37.7 8; Iekx was 
quickest F1 driver with 1 m 33.8 5.) Magee's 
Lola was brought into the pits to try to trace 
a handling fault, but finally retired, while 
Dean had an adventure at Druids and shunted 
heavily. Nicholson had a repeat of the practice 
loose wheel/brake locking problem, . whi 
Hill's car was handling as badly as on Friday 
—the rear suspension had broken a spring 
mount, and he stopped three times. 

‘All ‘these and other misadventures were 
generally lost in the spray und excitement 
flung up by Ickx’s relentless chase of Lauda, 
The drama of the situation was apparent to 
anyone who had heard even some of the re 
marks made last summer at the time of the 
Belgian’s leaving the Italian team. It was not 
merely the lead of an Fl race Jacky was 
chasing (his first since Germany a year and 
a half ago), was vindication by beating his 
old team. "When the damper rubber failed 
under Lauda and he began to visibly lose 
ground to Ickx, It was the most spine tingling 
Sensation that could be imagined. Even if the 
JPS could not actually catch the Ferrari, still 
the pursuit’ was marvellous, and every one 
of the tens of thousands of cold, wet, mud- 
slimed souls standing at the fences felt them: 
selves come warm. When Ickx arrived right 
on Lauda's tail it was too much to hope it 
would go all the way for another dozen laps to 
the flag, as the track surface was so dicey 
that merely staying on the track at a moder- 
ate speed looked difficult, and these two were 
inspired with a will to win the race. Surely 
it was in the cards that one of them would 
put a wheel wrong, one of them would have 
the sense to give up—No! Look at Jacky! 
He's darting to the outside at the crest of 
Paddock Hill, has he gone mad, has his 
throttle jammed... ? 

His throttle had been sticking slightly, not 
returning freely from full open, but that 
overtaking manoeuvre was planned and carried 
out with the cool precision of a master. It Is 
fan instant like that which distills the essence 
of what makes a Grand Prix driver. Most of 
what they do is marvellous, but on top of 
that they can sometimes do something un- 
canny. The hairline judgment and delicate 
control required to come out the other side 
without slipping off line into the traps that 
lurk on every side of those cars... . 

He pulled on around and down the hill, 
while Lauda had the coolness and sense’ to 
realise exactly what was happening and. not 
try to force the issue. 

For the rest of us, the wet and mud and 
numbness were nothing. There cannot have 
been a person there who could see who will 
miss the chance to come back in July. 
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JACKY ICKX 


John Player Special - 1st Simoniz - Daily Mail Race of Champions 


PETER GETHIN 


Chevron B25-Chevrolet - 1st Rothmans F5000 European Round 


RICHARD SCOTT 


Scott-Ford - 1st John Player Formula Atlantic Round 


RICHARD MORGAN 


Ray-Ford Minster 73F - 1st BOC Golden Helmet Formula Ford Round 


JAMES HUNT 


Hesketh-Ford - Pole position - Race of Champions 


DUCKHAMS FORMULA GO | 


If you think just any oil will do, 
ask a man who knows about engines 
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FORMULA 5000 


Gethin 


By IAN PHILLIPS 


all the way 


THE opening round of the 1974 Rothmans European F5000 series held in the dry last 
Saturday, was hardly the curtain raiser everyone expected and hoped for. In fact the 12 
Starters and seven finishers, only two of which were on the same lap, produced a race which 
revived memories of the early years of the formula. It shouldn't happen again though: the 
various crises which have afflicted this country in the off-season have delayed a number of 
cars and made spare parts difficult to come by which meant that practice robbed the eld of 
at least two competitive runners. 

‘What was proved during the practice and race days however was that Peter Gethin and 
Brian Redman are just In a class of their own in F5000, Both Were driving cars which 
‘were brand new before practice and the race looked to be between the two of them from 
the outset. Gethin It was though who triumphed, repeating his success at the correspondiny 
meeting last year, with the VDS Chevron-Morand B28. He led from start to finish and was 
never challenged after Redman dropped back and pitied with » puncture. The Lancastrian 
stormed back in Sid Taylor's Lola-Smith T332 (o regain third place but finished with precious 

ir in either of the rear tyres. 


‘more experience in the Formula — bot 
Il the advance publicity in the preceeding 

just as well Lelia Lombardi went in the second ShellSport Lola. She wasn't 
‘exactly fast but kept out of the way of those more qualified to drive quickly and het 
steadiness was rewarded with a fourth place. 


—— las ee 


S . 


Peter Gethin’ 


final round of the CanAm series last ye 
when he took out the smart red Taylor Lola 
However, being the complete professional, he 
was immediately quickest and stayed there 
Until_just a few minutes from the end. The 
new T332 owes a lot to the car which Redman 
drove in America last year but he was quick 
to point out that Lola themselves had been 
responsible for the alterations to the car last 
year not Jim Hall — the latter did the 
Peter Gethin's recent experience down- supreme setting up job. Brian was hardly 
under served him well and the lessons learnt ecstatic about the car's. performance 
there by the Chevron team were put into especially after the 15 m unofficial session in 
ood use and the VDS transporter disgorged the dry on Saturday. The car had a tendency 
1¢ all new B28 model. The monocoque is to dart sharply about on the bumps. This 
similar to that of the B24 but the rest of it was improved to some degree by checking 
Derek Bennett's latest thinking. In and altering the rear castors and lowering 
Suspension was that which was the front end but the car will be subject to 
fitted to the Tasman car for the final (wo an intense sorting session this week. Power 
races but this time it had revised front end was from the latest injected Chevvy from 
treatment to keep it com; It had never Alan Smith and this enabled Redman to be 
turned a wheel before practice but Gethin was just 02 s slower than Gethin, 
soon into his stride once a fuel pick up Guy Edwards managed to equal this time 
Problem had been solved. The cross-over shortly before going off in quite a big way 
injected Morand engine, with plastic injection with John Butterworth’s Embassy Racing 
pipes, powered the B28 round in 1 m 35.5 s. —_Lola-Smith. But this was not his first excur- 
‘The fact that it was over 10 s slower than sion of the week. On Tuesday at Silverstone 
the lap record gives some Indication as to Edwards had totally demolished his original 
the conditions. car when the throttles stuck open at Stowe. 
Brian Redman, in complete contrast to Two days and nights of solid work by the 
Gethin, was having his first drive since the mechanics readied a brand new 1332 for 


ENTRY & PRACTICE 


‘The entry list boasted some 24 names but 
today's most fashionable excuse, “the three- 
day week accounted for a third of them 
not turning up. Those that did show for the 
Wet practice on Friday afternoon were mostly 
turning wheels in anger for the first time. 


‘Chevron spins its wheels dramatically on pole position while Brian Redman gets the Lola a little crossed up also. 


practice but their only reward was another 
It _nighter to repair the offside rear corner 
time for the race. The car arrived at the 
it literally minutes before the start. 
in Ashley was having his first run as the 
ShellSport team leader with his own T330 
updated and repainted. Ashley found that 
the updating process had turned it into a 
totally different car and he felt it still 
needed a lot of sorting. Nevertheless with 
only 10 m to go in practice he was on 
pole — his efforts to reduce his 1m 36.03 
time were thwarted however by a flat battery 
which stranded him on the circuit. 

‘Vern Schuppan was in Sid Taylor's Trojan 
TiOI as used by Brett Lunger and Jody 
Scheckter over here last year and looked to 
be going quite well. The car is in fact one 
of the short wheel base versions and i 
performance in the short dry session les 
Sened the Australian's enthusism for it 
Nevertheless 1m 36.3 5 in the wet was very 
Fespectable and only some good weather 
testing Is needed to make it really competi- 
tive, Acknowledged F500 wet weather expert 
‘Steve ‘Thompson was in the running on 
1 m_36.8 s with Alan Brodie’s Chevron B24 
which was running for the first time since 
October last year. An interim injected RES 
‘engine was in the back and according to 
Steve made life very much easier for the 
driver with its smoothness. His efforts to go 
any faster were halted when he ran out of 
petrol in the middle of this quickies. Clive 
Santo is now running his own Lola T330 and 
in Its updated form and running a cross over 


Injected engine he performed well to record 
a1 m 378 s. Tony Dean brought along his 
immaculate Anglo American Racing Team 
Chevron B24 complete with injected Morand 
engine and looked like being a front runner 
before spinning and dinging the nose before 
getting below 1 m 39.0 5, 

The current Rothmans champion, Teddy 
Pilette, running in the works blessed VDS 
team with Gethin has a similar all new B28 
to drive. Just before the really quick laps 
started coming he had to pull off on the 
Bottom Straight when the distributor popped 
out and s0 he had to sit and watch as his 
1 m 39.1 became lower and lower on the 
list. 

Everyone fully expected Keith Holland to 
arrive with one of the Ward KSIs (née McRé 
GMI) but no, it was Ron Tauranac's Tri 
T102. which the Ian Ward Racing Team 
brought along. A test session at Silverstone 
had shown the Ward as being the wrong car 
for the job of winning the championship and 
hurriedly the Trojan was acquired, The car 
has lain idle for many months since its 
announcement and Holland's initial testing 
and in fact many of the bits had to be 
reclaimed from the FI car, The car looked 
absolutely immaculate and shows a fairly 
close resemblance to Tauranac’s last complete 
design, the Brabham BT34. It obviously works 
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Star of the race was Mike Wilds in the Dempster March seen hers 


too because in just its first four laps early in 
the session Holland did 1 m 39.7 5, the 
fastest at that point, before the smoothness 
‘of the Injected ‘Smith engine surprised him 
fat Paddock and with too much front bias on 
the brakes to go with it, he skated into the 
sleepers. Although not thought to be too badly 


damaged the car was not seen again over 
the Weekend, Another new car to appear wi 
the Fl-based March 74A looking very smart 


jer Developments colour scheme, 
id bis first taste of the power 
‘on Wednesday at Goodwood and settled into 
It very well, Robin Herd was on hand to help 
sort out fairly dramatic over-heating prob- 
Tems on the ex-Evans carburetted Smith engine 
prepared by Chris Oates Engines, A temporary 
cure was effected by ugly fences along the 
side of the chassis but bigger radiators at 
probably on the way. This problem kept Mike 
down to a1 m 40.8 s but he felt confident as 
the car was easy to drive and he certainly 
looked to be in no difficulties at all with it 
Undoubtedly the most noisy and notable 
team In the whole paddock was Tony Brown's 
outfit with their ex-Regazzoni Lola T330 
Which Damien Magee was handling (or was it 
handling him ?). Their inexperience with the 
smartly repainted car meant that springs 
dampers/gear ratios and so on were well 
away from what they should have been and 
the bitza engine is certainly not the most 
powerful in the formula, The Irishmen were 
Feally treating the meeting as a useful test 
Session and Damien's | m 44.8 s was all that 
could have been expected, On 45.4 5 was 
Miss Lombardi with the ex-van_ Lennep 
ShellSport Lola. She was none too happy with 
the wet conditions and her experience told 
her to point and squirt the car in a straight 
rather than try any heroics in the corners 
Additional sponsorship comes from Etienne 
leather goods. an Italian company 
ind expensive ride 


ged any laps at all 
in the new STP McKechnie  Lola-Smith 
T432 before the engine lunched itself. They 


Lelia Lombardi (left) overtaking Damien Mi 
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leading Ashley 


only had an injected version as a spare and 
the long fitting time coupled with their desire 
to keep it for Mallory next weekend meant 
that Bob was an unhappy spectator. The field 
was made up by Patrick Sumner (ex-Evai 
Trojan), 1 m-$0.9 s, Brian Robinson (McLaren 
MI9C),'I m 55.1 , and Alan Kayes (McLaren 
MI4B) 2 m dead, 


RACE 


Some of the cars took advantage of the 
unofficial session on Saturday morning which 
was under clear skies although the track was 
somewhat damp. Most drivers were fairly 
dispirited after finding that the cars did not 
handle at all in these conditions and some 
were even hoping the rain would return. The 
VDS Chevrons did not go out In the session 
so the race was to be their first ever laps in 


Lola. 


Redman who shot off the line first 
Gethin's Chevron sat spinning its wheels 
for a moment too long. However when the 
tyres finally gripped he rocketed off and with 
the inside line he made it through Paddock 
first chased by Redman and Edwards. All the 
rest got away cleanly except Sumner who had 
to be pushed while Santo crept round the back 
to the pits with an electrical wire shorting 
out on a brake di 

‘At the end of the first of the 32 laps it 
was Gethin from Redman, Edwards, Ashley, 
‘Thompson, Dean, Pilette all a good way clear 
of Schuppan and Wilds, who both had ge: 
box troubles at the start, Magee, Lombardi 
and the uncompetitive Kayes and Sumner. On 
the second lap the old hands, Gethin and 
Redman, started to leave the\ rest rapidly 
while Schuppan lost a couple of places hav- 
ing found himself without third gear. 

“The start of the third lap saw Edwards 
finding his unset-up car too much of a handful 
at Paddock and indulging in a quick spin 
which put Thompson on to the grass. The 
Chevron appeared to carry on but suddenly 
stopped dead when a fuel line detached itself 
and so that was that, Pilette quit at the same 


‘on her way to fourth place. 


time with a recurrence of his distributor 
trouble and so second place was left to 
Ashley and Dean to sort out with Wilds some 
way back in fifth leading the recovered 
Edwards, Magee, Schuppan and Lombardi, 
the last ‘three circulating fairly closely. 

‘At the front Gethin and Redman continued 
to draw away with the Tasman champion 
seemingly in command of the situation. 
Redman was in contact but not able to make 
any Impression. On the sixth lap the Chevron 
pulled away noticeably and continued to do so 
Until lap nine when Redman was black flagged 
as a rear tyre was deflating. He rushed into 
the pits and an intermediate was fitted, no 
slick being available, and he rejoined in 
eighth place a lap down. By this time Dean 
had gone missing following a spin on lap 
eight at Stirlings. Patrick Sumner had 
Uberally laced the whole circuit with oil and 
Dean fell foul of it; the car was undamaged 
but it stalled and refused to restart, 

‘At this time Ashley was fairly safe in 
second place or so it seemed ; Wilds had come 
steaming up through the field flinging the 
March around with gay abandon and by lap 
10 they were nose to tail. Edwards was losing 
ground steadily with his ill-handling Lola and 
he lasted until lap 14 when he 
Hawthorns with no oll in the 
cracked 
‘nisdemeanour. By this time Wilds had salied 
past Ashley and initially drew away. The 
SheliSport man hung on through and’ then 
closed to make a race of it before suddenly 
losing a lot of ground and visiting the pits on 
lap 20 for a flat tyre to be replaced. 

‘So at 20 laps Gethin was. pulling away 
relentlessly inthe lead and lapping some 
people for the second time with little trouble 
(he had lost'a mirror on the first lap), while 
Wilds was now securely in an excellent 
second place. Redman had unlapped himself 
but Mike hung on and learnt a few things 
about F500 driving. Astonishingly Lombardi 
found herself in third place at this time, a 
lap down, but well ahead of Magee who was 
in all sorts of handling and gearing problems. 
‘Schuppan had quit on lap 15 with the gearbox 
about to seize at any moment. 

Redman was providing the entertainment 
with some healthy flinging around of the 
Father uncompromising Lola, He unlapped 
himself on everyone bar Gethin and was 
catching Magee and Lombardi at seven 
seconds a lap so third place was very much 
‘on. On lap 23 he got Magee and six laps later 
Lombardi 

‘So the uninspiring race ran its course with 
Gethin winning by 55.1 s from the highly 
delighted and deserving Wilds, In fact the 
March was. overheating towards. the 
snd and his’ pace 
Because 
Wilds" 
did not have to use fifth until ne 
when he stuck it in and cruised the 
to keep it cool. Redman's third place wi 
fully deserved but lucky—nelther rear_tyre 
had more than six psi in at the finish, They 
were pumped up afterwards though and held 
thelr pressure. Brian was still not happy with 
the car though and decided against racing in 
the Fl event. To the delight of all women's 
Ub supporters, female page editors and the 
Brands Hatch/FS000 publicity machine Leila 
Lombardi was fourth having driven very sen- 
sibly ‘and held her own with few problems. 

took being beaten by “that gist” wi 
ish humour and showed his blistered 
fands from holding the gear lever in for the 
best part of 50 minutes’ racing. In fact the re 
covering Ashley caught him on the last lap 
bot found. the’ waywardly handling Cola in 
front of him filling most of the track. Not 


realising that he could actually make up a 
place he settled for sixth place on the same 
time. 


7 


The other 
John Player 
Special 


Created and perfected to 
bethe best Virginia cigarette 
inthe world. 


Je al 
°hn Player Spec!# 
50 FILTER 


EVERY PACKET CARRIES A GOVERNMENT HEALTH WARNING 
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FORMULA ATLANTIC 


The sun shines on Scott 


By IAN PHILLIPS 


‘The second round of the John Player For 
mula Atlantic Championship brought with it 
as much rain as the first, both for practice 
but the 29 cars which turned 
Up gave a very good account of themselves. 
After practice It looked something like a 1- 

posi 


dents) while dicing for tt |. From the third 
row came another former I-litre F3 man, Rich- 
‘ard Scott, who took up the lead and extended 
fe to 40s In the neat and rapid Scott- 
Richardson. However, after 17 of the 25 
Iaps something went awry in the engine and he 
slowed dramatically and « gagele of cars, led 
by ‘Ted Wentz’s Wella March, reduced 


‘competitors were happy to see 
rain start to fall about 30m before the start 
of the race as they had just been guessing 
dry Weather settings—at least they knew 
what to do in the wet, Bev Bond proudly sat 
‘on pole with the Harry Stiller/Custom 

March running.a Lec engine this week. Bev 
knows Brands as well as anybody and was 
looking for the sort of drive he had in 
1971 with the Ensign (less the spins). Matt 
Spitzley turned up trumps again in the Rapid 
Movements March-Hart, running with full rear 
radiator ‘specification, to be second quickest 


Second place battle : Wentz leads King and Roos 
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on 1m 50.15, 18 slower than Bond. Cyd 
Williams completed the front row with the 
Eden Brabham on 1m $0.5. Jim Crawford 
confirmed his recent form with 50.9% in his 
March-Hart while James King had another 
taste of the rain in Doug Shierson's Chevron- 
Nicholson doing 52.2. Next up were Jas 
Patterson (52.68), John Nicholson (52.6 
Richard Scott ($3.7 3) Stephen Choularton 
(53.88), Ray Mallock (54.78) and Ted Wentz 
(548s). The latter pair both had_problems ; 
Mallock’s car had been shunted by Tim Schen: 
ken at Goodwood in the week while the 
Wella man had ‘flu and engine problems. Of 
the rest of the entry the one to watch was 
obviously Bertil Roos in Fred Opert's brand 
new Chevron-Hart B27. He only managed eight 
laps im the car before the race but Le Patron 
seemed confident enough. 

In the streaming wet it was Williams who 
made the best start as Bond got caught out 
by the famous Brands pole position side. 
Spitzley was also a little slow in getting off 
the line but they all piled into Paddock with- 
out drama with Williams leading from Bond, 
King, Scott and Spitzley. 

‘At the end of the first lap the two old 
hands had pulled away with Williams holding 
a slender lead, then all the drama happened 
at Druids. Williams spun on exit while Bond 
Spun with a puncture on entrance and lightly 
kissed the Armco. Cyd got away in 2ist 
place while Bev drove slowly to the pits 
and retired. Anyway, out of it all (some of 
those at the back went off, too) 


Scott in the lead, initially just ahead of the 
most impressive King, Spitziey and Crawford 
who were clear of Wentz, Patterson, Nichol- 
son, Choularton, Mallock and Roos. 

From lap three onwards Scott just opened 
the gap as he pleased and left second place 
to be sorted in its own way. King had it 
until lap five when the confident-looking 
Spitzley took over for three laps when a 
switched-on Wentz took his turn, Crawford 
Teft it to the North Americans when he pitted 
with a puncture followed a couple of laps 
later with a collapsed wheel bearing. Patter- 
son all but joined his fellow countrymen but 
while being challenged by Nicholson on lap 
Six he spun at Stirlings. Nicholson looked to 
be catching the group while Mallock too was 
closing in on him. Roos meanwhile also got 
into gear and was making rapid progress 
through the field, 

By lap 10 Scott was a full 30s in the 
lead from Wentz and Spitzley who were as 
close as was safe in the spray while King had 
faded slightly. Roos was really showing his 
class and having passed Mallock he ws 
‘able to catch and pass Nicholson a lap later 
when the New Zealander spun briefly at 
Druids. Behind Mallock in eighth was Wil- 
Hams who was really pushing the smart Eden 
BT41 around rapidly. Peter Wardle wasn’t 
really in contention and had Choularton, who 
had spun at Druids earlier, on his tail. Ken 
Bailey and Val Musetti were arguing the 
next couple of places while Bobby Brown was 
the last unlapped runner at that point. 

The second-place battle hotted up during 
the next five laps as King got a second wind 
and Roos joined in, Spitzley took his leave of 
them on lap 16 with a rough-sounding engine ; 
he eventually had to call at the pits to have 
the ice, yes /e-e, as in frozen water, removed 
from the carburetters. So Wentz, King and 
Roos were nose to tail with Scott now over 
40s in the lead. But it was by no means sewn 
up. Reports first came from Norma 
way at Westfi 
Ing rough. It was confirmed came past 
the pits but it didn’t sound too bad. It needed 
at least 75 a lap gain by Wentz to get the 
lead. On lap 20 there seemed no chance and 
Wentz was more occupied with the presence 
of King and Roos right behind him, But on 

p 21" Anthony Marsh's stop watch told a 
different story, the gap was now 29 s, 10 8 
sliced off in one lap. It looked okay for Scott 
oo lap 22 but then it was 14s and at the 
Start of the last lap it was 6s and Scott w 
almost crawling. Could he hold on? Went 


entrance to Clearways. The first ca 
was a white one but to everyone's 
wasn't Wentz as first thought, it was Ken 
Bailey. Scott then appeared, ch so slowly, 
chased by Wentz and Roos. The American 
fained through the comer and they appeared 
‘on the straight almost simultaneously but 


Scott knew the position and crossed the line 
just 11's ahead — another 200 yards and It 
‘would have been a different story. Quite what 


Head thought it may have digeste 
rather than just getting wet. 
‘Wentz's performance fully justified Wella’ 
support and he got a worthy second while 
by taking 
‘away. King, too, is obviously a 
man ‘of promise and he was only a further 
3.8 down in fourth. Nicholson's spin lost him 
‘any chance of joining in the fun while Wil- 
liams made up ground very well to take sixth. 
Mallock was black-flagged with a puncture 
on lap 20 letting Choularton and Wink Ban- 
croft up to seventh and eighth with Wardle 
and Bailey the only remaining unlapped 
finishers. 


‘something 


BRANDS HATCH 


RACE OF 


CHAMPIONS 
CHAMPIONS 
CHAMPIONS 
CHAMPIONS 
CHAMPIONS 
CHAMPIONS 


1st John Player Special-Ford 

2nd Ferrari 312 B3 74 

3rd Texaco Marlboro McLaren-Ford 
4th Yardley McLaren-Ford 

5th Ferrari 312 B3 74 

6th U.O.P. Shadow 


All six cars equipped with dependable Champion spark plugs 


eS al wes a ee 
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The unfortunate ins 
lap Den 


GROUP 1 


Bissell’s Firen: 


A series of misfortunes 


By ROBERT FEARNALL 


Stuart Graham took his un-sponsored Chevrolet Camaro to its second successive convincing 
victory in. last Sunday's Brands round in the Castrol/RAC Group 1 Championship which 


Provided the anticipated exciting racing but wi 


‘marred by a number of unpleasant events. 


Suffering from Injuries sustained when very unnecessarily punched in the paddock shortly 
before the start of the race, Richard Lloyd drove his Camaro most impressively to lead from 


the start to half-distance when he spun off Into the 
marker. Tony Lanfranchl’s performance was also noteworthy as he took the Va 


.nk following an incident with a back- 
Der Steen 


BMW 5.0 CSI through from the fourth row to second overall and first in his class, albeit with 


a very standard engine. 


‘The other classes contained their dramas, too. After John Lyon's Alfa (accident) and Andy 


Rouse’s Dolomite Sprint (i 
Dolomite scooped the 1601 
In that class, Tony Dron’s Dolomite. 


battery) wer 


Therefore Rob Mason's perseverance 


‘put out of contention, John Hine’s Bill Shaw 
10 2500 cc class befo 


being disqualified, as was the next finisher 
with a sick 


engine in the Equipe Arden Dolomite paid off for him to gain maximum class points and 
‘ake second place overall in the champlonship—t point behind Andy Rouse—with the Triumph 


Dolomite Sprint leading the Manufacturers’ seetio 
jer to win the class both time 


{is the only di 
scoring system, Stan Cli 
retired. 


ENTRY & PRACTICE 


With 90 little time between Mallory and the 
second round in the Castrol Group 1 Cham- 
plonship at Brands, the entry was pretty 
much unchanged. The biggest news of the 
Week affecting the championship came from 
Friday's Daily Express in which British 
Leyland managing director John Barber spoke 
of the. Broadspeed-prepared Dolomite Sprint 
being British Leyland’s first phase in an ex. 
tensive motor sport programme with the 
added incentive that he Is "determined to 
put Leyland back on the motor sport map.” 

‘A one-hour practice session in the sunny 
and dry conditions of Saturday afternoon 
was allotted to the 29 Group 1 cars which 
practised, the over 4-litre class being the only 
fone affected by having less than six starters. 
There the original entry of seven was dimin. 
ished by the withdrawal of Gordon Spice's 
Titre STP Plymouth Cuda again, following a 
comprehensive blow-up of the engne at 
Silverstone the previous Tuesday, and of Jon 
Fletcher's Camaro which suffered more engine 
damage than first thought at Mallory. The 
battle for pole position between the Camaros 
of Richard Lloyd and Stuart Graham fell to 
Lloyd, whose A. J. Rivers/Simoniz car has 
been extremely well sorted and looked most 
impressive in practice as Richard hurled the 
car to a 1m 492 s best lap. Graham's un 
Sponsored car was suffering more from bump- 
Steer, the Bilstein shock absorbers losing their 
effectiveness and the front of the car look- 
ing particularly high, and it was hoped work 
‘on these aspects after practice would reduce 
Lloyd's 1.75 advantage while Stuart fought 
off a streaming cold. SCA’s Adrian Chambers 
was again present to assist the Graham 
equipe. Lack of time was seriously hamper- 
ing the preparation of the two cars looked 
ever by Martin Thomas, those being Gerry 
Marshall's London Sports Car Centre ex- 
Gabriel Konig/Martin Thomas car and Vince 
Woodman's VMW Motors ex-Tour de France 
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The irony of the si 


ition is that Graham, 


‘Out, yet Is 3 points behind Rouse owing to the 
ke walked off with the 1600 ce category after Bernard Unett’s Avenger 


model. Marshall did very few laps before the 
affects of not having an oil filler cap because 
Apparent and his lowly grid position was 
enough to make him withdraw, while Wood- 
‘man’s was wallowing about all over the track 
on its Konis and a cut in the front springs 
was ordered. The fifth Camaro was a new one 
to appear from G2 imp man Les Nash, 
although he only completed the car at 1am 
fon ‘Saturday; this Dunlop-shod Camaro has 
Been built up by Les using a Mathwell-pre. 
pared engine and he liked the feel: of it in the 
few practice laps he completed after the 
clutch packed up on the second tour and the 
fan belt came adrift shortly after, stranding 
him out on the circuit 

‘Tom Walkinshaw was showing the benefits 
of some mid-week testing at Silverstone with 
the works Ford Capri to be fastest of the 
2) to litre entries, particularly with regards 
to the handling while another 10 bhp can be 
expected from the engine before the third 
round. Unlucky Tony Lanfranchi suffered more 
Gramas with the Rowland-prepared engine in 
his ShellSport BMW 3.0 CSI; after the Mal- 
lory disaster, standard parts had replaced the 
broken ones but even then he only managed 
seven laps of practice on five cylinders before 
a rod went through the block. The car's 
entrant Nick Van Der Steen thereupon kindly 
permitted the removal of an engine out of a 
Standard CSI, with 15,000 miles on the clock, 
in his London showroom to be fitted into th 
BMW, looked caringly after by Jeff Heselwood 
of Jemwood Care. Another to suffer disaster 
after a few laps was Ivan Dutton, who had 
been able to apply a few modifications to his 
new 3litre Capri mid-week (including the 
fitting of a long exhaust), but stopped with 
run big-ends early in the session ; he acquired 
a new set of rods on Sunday morning to start 
the race, this being “the first time T've had 
a chance to see inside the engine.” The DOT 
2.8 Opel Commodore GC/E seemed much 
more impressive, with Peter Hanson certainly 


ident in the Group 1 race as the leader Richard Lloyd careers into the bank at Clearways with his Camaro when trying to 
which is seen spinning. 


looking one of the smoothest and quickest 
through South Bank although the springs 
needed sorting a little more; the car's main 
Gisadvantage lay in its power output and 
now there is a breathing space before the 
ext round, the engine will come under the 
Scrutiny of Broadspeed which should make 
life very interesting at round three. 

‘John Lyon upset the form book in the 1601 
to 2500 ce class, which this time was running 
with the biggers cars. Lyon's 2-litre Alfa GTV 
had been fitted during the week with a new 
G1 180 bhp engine by the car's owner and 
previous driver Stan Clark, rather than the 
production saloon unit the car had at Mallory 
and the improvement was quite staggering 
with the promise that there was more to 
come in the suspension department ; the Alfa 
team had some Michelin wets this week in 
‘addition to the TB5s which is just as well as 
ft turned out. It must have been, however, 
slightly embarrassing to have the Alfa on 
the front row ahead of the Dolomites when 
BL managing director John Barber at 
Brands to see his competition activith 

‘There were one or two changes in the 
Dolomite group and incidentally as limited 
slip diffs are free in Group 1 it doesn't matter 
that they aren't homologated, correcting my 
last week's Mallory report. In fact, all five 
Dolomites use limited slip diffs, the Broad- 
speed cars using the more progressive Salls- 
bury unit in preference to the American No 
Spin system which the other three Dolomites 
use; however, the location of the rear axle 
does produce’ a handling problem, the car's 
only other shortcoming being its weight com- 
pared with the other two-door cars in the 
class, partly compensated for by its power 
output. 

‘Andy Rouse, as usual, was the fastest 
Dolomite driver, despite only doing four 
competitive laps in which he managed to 
share the same time as the Alfa and Walkin- 
shaw's Capri. His Broadspeed Dolomite (fitted 
with a new engine as his Mallory-winni 
Unit was installed in Tony Dron’s car), lost 
all its gearbox oll in the opening minutes 
when the plug came adrift, so Andy barely 
had any time to adapt his car to Brands for 
the race while Dron was still suffering prob- 
lems with the overdrive system. 

John Hine took the vacant seat in Bill 
Shaw's ShellSport Dolomite, which wa 
looking immaculate again after its recent 
Silverstone testing shunt with Richard Knight. 
The thd Julian’ Vernaeve Dolomite under 
preparation at Bill Shaw's could have been 
‘used for Mallory, but Hine’s driving servi 
were first required in a Silverstone test 5 
sion after round one and his impressive per- 
formance was enough to secure the drive for 
the season, as proved in practice with an ex- 
cellent practice time and fast and spectacular 
cornering techniques. Like the Broadspeed 
cars, this one used Dunlop tyres although 
for the wet race switched to Firestones. Dun- 
lop tyres were also fitted to John Handley’ 
‘Aldon Automotive-prepared Dolomite although 
Handley bad hoped again to try the high 
profile Michelins (which are basically last 
year's production saloon tyre without the 
treads) but ran out of time to’ try them in 
practice. Handley's lowly practice position 
was caused by a serious lack of brakes, a 
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problem which affected many cars and which 
Ralph Broad occupied himself by trying to 

ther enough competitor support to have 
Drake cooling scoops allowed in the regu 
tions from April I in the interests of safety ; 
it remain to be seen whether the RAC accept 
the recommendation. 

Running behind the other Dolomites per- 
haps in development stage is the Firestone- 
shod Equipe Arden car of Rob Mason, who 
was coping as best he could with the con- 
stant rolling and bumpsteer affect of the 
Standard suspension fitted which, providing 
they can obtain the parts, will be modified in 
time for the next race. 

‘But what about the great Mazda challenge? 
‘The Mathwell equipe had done a splendid 
job in repairing Barrie Williams’ RX3 (fitted 
with the larger 2.3. RX2 engine as seen 
abroad) from. Mailory, but unfortunately 
throughout practice the car was suffer.ng 
from the same cut-out problem on_right- 


handers which has continually afflicted it. It 
‘was particularly bad at Druids, and after prac- 
tice it was decided to take 

Inch off the bottom of 


quarter of an 
1¢ floats to prevent 
it wouldn't flood 
on a road car and 
seemed 10 work, 50 hopes were a little higher 
for the race, Wendy Markey’s Penthouse car 
was in serious trouble too, this one simply 
Incking power. Satisfactory’ mid-week testing 
at Silverstone with Dunlop meant that the 
Mazdas had switched to them from Bridge- 
stone for the dry practice, but Bridgestones 
Were used for the wet race. 

‘The 1600 cc class promised to be very close 
with the works Avenger, Alfa and VW Passat 
recording very similar’ practice times. Bill 
McGovern was very enthi 
handling of 


repar 
engine produced 10 bhp and once 
the 1600 cc engine is homologated for it 
around mid-season, the extra horsepower com- 
bined with the car's excellent handling (on 
Dunlop tyres) should make it a difficult one 


don job, The 1471 ce Bevan-prepared 


to beat. The way it was kicking up its left 
rear wheel at South Bank was most spec- 
tacular! ‘works Avenger was 


in the same form as at Mallory, 
qualifying. in Roger Bell's back-up 
Stan Clark was the little the worse 
from the night before, but still wi 
with the Michelin-shod Alfa Junior 
many other drivers, was learn ng. thé 
Grand Prix circuit for the first time, 

tice times for the 3-23 grid 


RACE 
‘Rain was stl Talling_as the Group T cars 


gathered to complete the Race of Champions 
meeting, and naturally all the leading con- 
tenders were fitted with rain tyres for this 
20-1ap marathon, It was around half an hour 
before the start of the race that the very 
unpleasant and unnecessary scene in the 
paddock arose when American FA driver 
Bobby Brown struck Richard Lloyd in the face 
a number of times over the moving of parked 
Vehicles. Poor Richard was treated at the 
medical cente with nose and injuries 
and looked quite groggy but the surgeon per- 
mitted him to start the race, while the police 
were brought in to deal with the other 
matters. 
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‘The race posed some fascinating prospects 


with the Alfa on the front row leading the 
Dolomites, the Lanfranchi BMW fitted with 
‘a standard engine sitting behind the Capris on 
the grid, another Lloyd v Graham confront: 
Yon and the closeness of the 1600 ce practice 
times, but regrettably the small class lost 
some of its interest! when Bill McGovern 
brought the badly misfiring Passat into the pits 
after the warming-up lap. A tod connecting 
the throttle and automatic choke had become 
disconnected, causing full choke, and 
nothing could be done in time before the 
Start of the race, McGovern started slowly 
‘and lasted just one lap. However, his start 
‘enabled the others in the class to score maxi- 
mum. points. 

Before the flag dropped, Ivan Dutton was 
moving up for which he was penalised 1 
While the big cars slithered off the line wit 
Lloyd and Lyon making the best starts and 
Graham being boxed into fifth place. Lyon 
came round the outside of Lloyd as the cars 
‘went through Paddock, but the Camaro natur- 
ally drew away up 
Dolomites of Rouse and Hine holding third 
‘and fourth ahead of Walkinshaw's Capri and 
Graham's Ci 
of 


Assortment of South Bank 


‘Stock (Firenza) and Unett (Avenger). 


on to the mud and he Jost a number of 
place, 

Graham soon disposed of Walkinshaw and 
set his sights on the 2j-litre class battle 
with Rouse and Hine pressing Lyon's Alfa 
while Lloyd opened up his leading advantage. 
Behind Walkinshaw and. closing fast was 
Lanfranchi's BMW with the Dolomites of 
Dron and Mason battling out ninth behind 
Hanson's Opel and Nash was making up 
ground very quickly with his Camaro from 
Virtually the back row. Already some cars 
were in trouble. John Handley's Dolomite 
pitted on the second lap with no wipers 
Owing to a blown fuse and when the fuse 
problem happened again, most things were 
disconnected including overdrive to leave him 
well out of contention. Williams’ Mazda made 
up around eight places on the first lap before 
the cutting-out problem struck again, this 
time at Clearways where it caused him to 
have a huge spin and drop to the tail of the 
field. He carried on, but with the problem re- 
occurring — causing another spin at Druids— 
he ultimately retired: as feared, the modifica- 
tion did cause flooding on heavy braking. the 
Situation being worse than in practice. (The 
team plan a great deal of testing over the 
next few weeks to try and cure the problem.) 
‘Also in trouble was Thomas Hunt's Capri 
which was sidelined into the sleepers leav- 
ing Druids Bend when he went off to avoid 


a spinning Simon Kirkby on the second 1ay 
Kirkby dropping the Hartwell-prepars 
Avenger well out of contention for the class 
ead. which was comfortably in the hands of 
Uneit over team-mate Bell who Clark wi 
doing his utmost to usurp. 

‘Meanwhile, at the front, Lloyd was driving 
a beautiful race, powering the Camaro out of 
Druids and through Bottom Bend in a most 
impressive continual power-on sliding process. 
Lyon's Alfa came under strong pressure from 
Rouse and Hine and entering Druids for the 
fourth time, the brakes locked and the Alfa 
skated round into the sleepers causing quite 
Considerable damage to the rear. Graham, 
happier with the handling, was rapidly haul 
in the Dolomites and by the seventh lap hi 
taken over second place with Lloyd now 
within his sight. Rouse and Hine were getting 
their Dolomites into the most amazing side- 
ways angles, particularly Hine's coming out of 
Paddock, but’ Rouse always held the upper 
hand although Hine made occasional attempts 
to reverse the order. 

Lanfranchi was making excellent progress 
to take Walkinshaw at Druids on the fourth 
lap for the class lead and fifth overall, after 
which he set off after the Dolomites, the 
BMW looking the fastest and. smoothest 
through the bends. Walkinshaw's Capri was 


Mason and Dron in Dolomites lead Lanfranchi (BMW), Hanson 
(Opel), Dutton (29) and Blackburn (25) in Capris, 


Williams (Mazda), Woodman (Camaro), 


then being reeled in by Hanson whose Opel 
was cornering impressively too, while Wood- 
man's Camaro was getting into all sorts of 
Weird angles through Druids but worked up 
to eighth place by the fifth 
away’ from Mason when the li 
denly went on to three 
‘although the Arden Dolomite didn't want to 
know anything over 5,500 rpm again during 
the sace Mason bounced on fourth in class. 
Nash's Camaro loomed up on Dron for ninth 
place as they approached Paddock for the sixth 
time, but the ball-joint in the steering col- 
lapsed and Nash could do nothing but slam 
into the sleepers. The 1600 cc class was still 
the property of Unett although both Clark and 
Kirkby had displaced his team-mate Bell whose 
engine was occasionally cutting out. 
Graham ‘closed the gap to within 3 s of 
Lloyd as the 
the second half looked. like 
battle. But then more misfortune 
unlucky and dazed Lloyd on the Lith lap. 
With Graham looming up in his mirrors, Lloyd 
came up to lap Denis Bissell's Firenza enter- 
ing Clearways. There appeared to have been 
a misunderstanding as to who was to occupy 
Which part of the circuit, the result being 
that the two cars touched and spun in unison 
before the Camaro slammed into. the bank 
terribly hard on the driver's side, badly 
bruising Richard's ribs. 


i | 


GROUP 1 continued 


Lioyd’s Camaro was very badly bent and it 
was a sorry end to a great performance by 
Lloyd, So for the second week in succession, 
Graham had the second half of the race to 
himself, Stuart settling down much more in 
the remaining 10 laps. 

Hine was getting well tweaked-up at Pad- 
dock as he clung to the tail of Rouse, whose 
car suddenly started to misfire shortly after 
half ‘distance and the Broadspeed Dolomite 
headed for the pits at the start of the 13th 
lap. There the misfire and cutting-out was 
traced to the alternator packing up with the 
constant use of the wipers, headlights, etc, 
and after a push start as the battery was flat 
Rouse continued in the race just in front of 
Hine but obviously a lap down. Lanfranchi's 
BMW steadily closed on Hine for second place 
overall and took the runner's-up spot with 
three laps remaining much to the credit of 
Tony and the Jemwood preparation. Hanson's 

caught Walkinshaw for second in the 
4-litre class by half-distance and went by 
entering South Bank for the 13th time, sub- 
‘sequently pulling away from the Capri which 
was running on five cylinders owing to a 
‘shorting-out. The Opel looked all set to take 
a fine fourth overall but Hanson slowed 
dramatically with three laps left and dropped 
back to sixth place before the finish. The 
reason —a miscalculation in the Commodore's 
fuel consumption, but it was still an en- 
couraging performance by Hanson. 

Woodman closed to within 1} of Walkin- 
shaw for fourth overall, but Vince was not 
at all happy with the wallowing ride, com- 
paring the car's behaviour to riding a’ camel 


't use his problematical 
overdrive for much of the time but retained 
seventh overall and second in class while 
Mason persevered with his sick car to finish 
eighth, Ivan Dutton's S-litre Capri picked up 
places to ‘two Dolomites at the 
finish, but Dutton’s push-start penalty dropped 
hhim Back to 11th. 

The 1600cc class also had its surprises. 
Unett indulged in a spirited battle with the 
Capris of Holman Blackburn and Martin Bir~ 
rane and Tim Stock’s Firenza while in com- 
‘mand of the class lead, but on the 12th lap 
the Aveng gine suddenly cut out for 

; the trouble was traced to a 
tor drive, Stan Clark, there: 
fore, took over the class lead, but not with- 
uta hard fight for the last sight laps from 
Kirkby’s Avenger although Stan nev 
his new class lead slip out of his grasp. 

The Dolomite drama came at the post-race 
scrutineering. After John Hine had really en- 
joyed himself with the Bill Shaw car to 
finish second, it was found to weigh 948 kgs to 
the homologated weight of 970kg and was 
subsequently disqualified, and Dron's Broad- 
speed car wouldn't pass over the regulation 
90cm x 90cm and 10cm high block as 
ipparently the new springs fitted before the 
race had settled during the race. After a 
couple of checks, the car still wouldn't get 
over the block and was disqualified too, 


FORMULA FORD 


Morgan beats 
the shunts 


Morgan leads Fox, Klomfass and Hawkins 
with Murphy and Needell close behind. 


‘At this same meeting three years ago, a 
certain South African by the name of Scheck- 
ter sat_on the front row for the Formula Ford 
race, This year another South African. sat 
‘on the front row in the form of Roy Klom- 
Yass, who placed his Hawke-Scholar DLII on 
the outside of the front row with pole 
position occupied by Richard Morgan's Ray 
TSF, whose engines are now looked after 
by Dave Minister and the middle slot was 
taken by Syd Fox in the yellow Hawke- 
Rowland DLI1 entered by R. A, McKinstry. 

‘An amazing number of 84 cars were 
accepted to fight for the 32 places on the 
‘grid, and only nine failed to show up, and 
fo there was a large number of disappointed 
competitors after Saturday's practice. Equal- 


Ling the South African's 1 m 43 s was Stephen 
South's 1974 Ray-Rowland, while alongside 
him on the second row’ was former FF 
champion Bernard Vermilio who has a new 
Van Diemen-Scholar. 

It was still dry when the FFs lined up for 
their 10 lapper but unfortunately, the race 
only got as far as the top of Paddock when 
eight ‘cars were eliminated in a spectacular 
shunt. It seems that Vermilio got a bit 
Sideways possibly caused by a nudge from 
behind; his Van Diemen shot across the track, 
and within a moment, there were single 
Seaters going in all directions. Rupert Keegan 
took his sponsorship a bit to far, his Hawke 
with sponsorship from British Air Ferries fly- 
Ing through the air, but thankfully landing 
with its undercarriage down. Also eliminated 
were Roger Orgee's Berni-Dulon, Adrian Rey- 
nard's self built special, Richard Eyre's Dulon, 
Matthew Argenti's 1974 Merlyn, Wil Arif's 
Merlyn and South. Meanwhile, Morgan was 
watching the action in his mirrors as he 
Ted into Paddock, Fox having been hit on 
all four wheels ‘and up the back in the 
{ncident, although he continued at unabated 
‘speed until the remaining runners were flagged 
into the pits, while the bits and pieces were 
‘swept up. Thankfully no one was injured. 

‘Morgan did the same again on the res 
by leading into Paddock, although Fox hi 
taken the lead by the time the depleted 
had arrived at Hawthorns. The Hawke still 
held the advantage as they flashed Into view 
through Clearways. second placed Morgan 
being chased by Kiomfass, Richard Hawkins’ 
smart Dulon, Tiff Needell's Elden, John 
Murphy's Tricentrol Hawke, and Patrick 
Neve's. ShellSport Lola. Fox led again at 
maddock on lap two, but by the end of the 

Morgan ‘was back in front, 
remained orderly with Morgan 
starting to pull out a couple of seconds on his 
pursuers, although the South African was 
Dressing Fox's Hawke. Eventually Klomfass 
Slipped by at Paddock at half distance. On 1 
seventh lap, the pattern started to chan 
behind Fox. Needell caught Hawkins but 
failed to find a way past in the remaining 
laps, while Murphy was demoted a couple of 
places on the seventh tour by Neve and 
Peter White's rapid Palliser. They stayed In 
this order until the very last Jap, when 
Neve flew past the airline pilot, and given 
‘another 100 yards Murphy might have done 
the same, White taking seventh by half 
length. And so Morgan took maximum BOC 
points by 3s from Klomfass and Fox. 


PAUL KING 


Damp SPARKS 


Event two on the Sunday Race of Champions 
weekend programme was the SPARKS 
(Sportsmen  Pledged to Aid Research into 
Crippling Diseases) Evening News Champions 
T0-lap ShellSport Mexico race. It came aft 
the troublesome Formula Ford race and after 
the last of the dry weather had been driven 
off by large banks of rain clouds up from the 
south-west. The race, through no fault of the 
celebrity participants, was “as dull, if not 
wetter, than the weather. 

‘A practice session in the morning, when 
still dry, went off smoothly and some highly 
alarming cornering styles and lines were 
developed in readiness for the race. The 
Brands Hatch people must have been relieved 
‘when the flag went out at the end of practice 
and, miraculously, no cars had been badly 
damaged. 

Lined up in the heavy drizzle for the 
race, equestrian expert Richard Meade had 
pole position from David Duckham (rugby) 
and cricketer Brian Close. Tom Percival, the 
power boat exponent and firm betting 
favourite found himself on row two along- 


side Meriel Tufnell, the lady jockey. 

Obviously the rain was going to intimidate 

the drivers and whether by common vote or 
med. o 


jp one in an almost polite 
fashion — nobody looking even slig 
yerous through Paddock and up around 
Druids. 


Meade led from Close on the first short 
circuit lap and pulled out a little more’ on lap 
two but things did not develop further and, 
without any. foolhardy bravado the field, 
reading out, continued to present 
uniform impression of private car 
traffic streaming down a wet motorway. 

By the fourth lap Brian Close (like Richard 
Meade—another SPARKS Mexico veteran) had 
taken the lead from the horseman. That's how 
it stayed to the finish—no big incidents, 
hardly even any moments—with Close 
crossing the line a second up from Meade 
who, in turn, an equivalent margin ahead of 
Gerry Boxall’ who had passed Maggie Ander- 
son out of third position. No cars were too 
badly knocked about and only one car 
(David Hemery's) failed to finish after he 
stopped in the pits after six laps. The prize 
money of £3,000 was, of course, donat 
SPARKS after the race. 
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the GI championship should go to the SMMT. 


INTERVIEW 


Rouse and Hine in Dolomites at Brands last Sunday, much of the credit for the success of 


KEITH DOUGLAS—wmotor sport spokesman 


for British manufacturers 
By ROBERT FEARNALL 


you compete or spectate at Silverstone of Thruxton, you probably know Keith Doug! 
ie and genial commentator, who endeavours to entertain the wife and family 
fandstand In addition to the keen follower of 


‘sport, but there are many other facet 


ety of Motor Manufacturers and Traders’ Motor Sport committee 


(SMMT), of which he wi 

‘the’ sporting committ 
‘Automobiles (BPICA) which from Its 
national interests. Natior 


independent organisation 
everyone in the motor 
‘and is paid for by 


to. which 
Industry 
subscription from’ the members with affitia- 
tions all over the world. It has a governing 
body and council, and then a number of 
sub-committees which deal with items like 


almost 
belongs, 


export, legislation, safety, etc, and one of 
these “deals specifically with | motor sport. 
This committee, to which I succeeded Marcus 
Chambers as ‘chairman, is made up of 
nominees; companies interested in motor 
sport nominate their representatives so. that 
the committee comprises such people as Colin 
Chapman of Lotus, Keith Duckworth of Cos- 
worth, Alan Edis and Basil Wales of British 
Leyland, Des Odell of Chrysler, Jeremy 
Lawrence of Vauxhall together with various 
trade representatives, I was on the commit- 
tee representing GKN at the time I was asked 
‘to take the chair and I think it's been fairly 
Successful since I have no specific axe to 
grind. 

‘We meet fairly frequently and draw together 
the opinions and policies of the various com- 
panies towards new motor sporting regul 
Hons and in the case of the recent fuel crisis 
we drew together the statistical information 
for presentation to the Government, particu- 
larly the export. part of the racing car 
industry. Ie Was felt that if this came from an 
authoritative body like the SMMT it would 
be more palatable to put to the Government 
than from some starry-eyed PR man for motor 
sport. 
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hhe Is the UK represent 
ternational des Constructeurs 


ris base represents vehicle manufacturers’ inter 
ly he is a member of the RAC Competitions Committee and of the 
national chairman of the British Motor Racing Marshals’ Club. 


We meet to discuss the influence of regula- 
tion changes and for instance all the cechnical 
detail for the production saloon car cham: 
pionship was formed by the SMMT. It was 
done relatively democratically between the 
four leading participants and when there was 
a tremendous erupt.on over cheating and. al 
Sorts Gf other problems, I called the four 
major manufacturers together and said do 
you want to race or not; if you don't let's 
0 home but if you do then let's sit down 
and form some proper regulations. That we 
did atthe Motor Shcw. before last and 
although we naturally couldn't get unanimity, 
we came up with a compleely new set of 
rules working within the framework of 
Appendix J 

‘Internationally, we have requests for 
guidance and assistance from the CSI techn 
cal committee through the BPICA which has 
representatives of most motor manufacturing 
countries. When we are advised of some 
proposed regulation changes concerning 
British manufacturers, 1 cbtain the opinions 
and discuss with our committee the regula 
tions and rules which can seriously affect 
and influence how's car is designed for the 
future, particularly - with regard to such 
categories as Group 1, because the manu: 
facturers quite naturally want to have some 
say in to what regulations influence Group 1 
We also debate such things as Formula 2 and 
took the responsibility of sorting out the tyre 
problem as Britain has a unique place racing 
car design it was the SMMT's responsibility 
to get together the tyre manufacturers and 
constructors to see if there was a case for 
‘@ restriction on the width of tyres, particu- 


larly looking at the safety aspects, and 
subsequently came out with a press release 
stating our opinions, 

‘As I am the chairman, I draw all the 
information from our SMMT Motor Sport 
committee meetings together and present 
them, as the British member, to che Bureau 
Permanent ICA which is chaired by Baron 
von Korff of Mercedes-Benz. The Bureau 
Permanent co-ordinates manufacturers’ views 
on everything from motor sport to safety and 
pollution and is a clearing house for the 
Opinions of all che many countries represented. 
It’s quite independent from the FIA and CSI. 
At the BPICA we are asked by the CSI for 
our opinions on both technical and sporting 
matters—how big the fuel tanks should be, 
how wide the ¢yres should be, how much 
safety equipment to be included, what. the 
capacity classes are and what championship 
should cater for the formula. All the 
opinions of the different countries’ repre- 
sentatives are drawn together and then the 
President mocts the CSI to say that on behalf 


of the car manufacturers, this is the way we 
feel it should be done. The CSI are not forced 
to take notice of us, but invariably they 
do if they want the support of the car manu- 
facturers, otherwise we would not have been 
‘asked for our recommendations. If the BPICA 
is functioning properly, then It reflects to 


Keith Douglas: in addition to committee 
duties for the sport, also commentates at race 
meetings and gives lectures to the Institute 
of Motor Transport engineers. 


the CSI basic, down-to-earth, thinking, 

Invariably there are variations af opinion 
and my job is to do the best I can for 
Britain, particularly when I find myself in 
concert wich another country or atone in our 
Fequest, and it’s remarkable really: how much 
affinity. we have with the Germans. It's 
important also to know how to vote in 
Britain's best interests for if we can't get 
‘our way then bearing in mind che brief from 
the manufacturers, I have to try to get the b 
compromise for us. It’s amazing what a 
complicated job it is to sor through the 
weer of regulations; someone says, for 
cxample, it's a formula for a. p--duc:con 
car but how do you define a production car? 
The easiest way in my opinion is to have 
a formula with no cules, apart from safety 
ones, then no one can cheat. 

‘We all meet once a year with the CSI to 
discuss what has happened in the past and 
what changes are necessary for the future, 
and it's surprising how much Britain is now 
beginning to influence what happens in the 
future as I don’t think i was quite the same 
in the past. 

Nationaliy I'm a member of both the RAC's 
specialist race committee and the general 
Competitions committee. The former is first 
class comprising all the right people to make 
a good fighting ccmmittee. The Competitions 
Committee look after the political implica 
tions of motor sport generally and act as 
the lords of the sport, usually endorsing the 
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KEITH DOUGLAS : 


The RAC _ Competitions 
Committee are extremely 
conscious of the time-con- 
suming delays in approving 
recommendations from the 
sub-committees. 


policies of the sub-committees but if it should 
be politically wrong then it has the right to 
change them, which I believe to be perfectly 
correct because often the Competitions Com: 
mittee have access to general information 
the sub-committees don’t 

‘The Competitions Committee are extremely 
conscious of the time-consuming delays in 
approving recommendations from the sub- 
committees and consideration is being given 
‘as to how this can be improved. The back-up 
staff at Belgrave Square is very good indeed 
I could not over emphasise how well 
respected Dean Delamont is in interna. 
tional circles, In addition to his position 

‘chairman of the CSI's technical committee. 
Committee members in Paris really do look 
to Dean as the authoritative figure of both 
‘sporting and technical regulations and he does 
@ considerable amount of hard work, backed 
up well by Basil Tye on the safety side 
and Chris Belton and Neil Eason-Gibson. 
1 recognise, as many people in the RAC do, 
that a lot’ of the pre-eminence of British 
motor sport in terms of ambassadorial and 


behind-the-scenes work has been strongly 
Influenced by Dean Delamont. 
‘One of my most proud associations within 


the spore has been as founder member of 
The British Motor Racing Marshals Club when 
it was @ totally unrecognised, disorganised 
but enthusiastic body to bring « up to the 
level we did after many years of hard work 
‘and frustration, The marshal before was 
totally unsung and unrepresented and treated 
‘in many circles with considerable less respect 
than he deserved, much to the detriment of 
the sport. The BMRMC took the lead and 
the BRSCC—a very strong and active club— 
recognised that they too had to protect thelr 
marshal and almost in parallel, the two grew 
up. I succeeded John Ashton as chairman 
‘and it was thanks to people like John, Jack 
Bannister and Phil Moran that during my 
years of office the BMRMC became properly 
recognised and I take my hat off to Jimmy 
Brown of Silverstone Circuits who, being a 
good businessman, recognised that if he had 
‘@ good band of well-trained marshals, he had 
‘4 first-class adjunct to his business. One only 
‘has to quote last year’s saloon car accident at 
Abbey as a great tribute to the incredible 
‘speed and efficiency with which these people 
operate. 

It has been a great pleasure to have been 
associated with such stalwart people; Raymond 
Baxter was our president and said right from 
the outset that this was the most exclusive 
‘lub in the world—you joined and paid money 
to stand out and get frozen to death! The 
selflessness and humility of the people con- 
cerned who were not doing i¢ for anything 
but the sport and being shot at and criticised 
from all angles and still dragped themselves 
up by their boots to become a very efficient 
force, has been tremendous. I would like to 
see ‘a marshalling force which was co- 
ordinated throughout the world, all working to 
the same rules, and as far as the finance 
of the marshals is concerned I suppose and 
hope that there will always be people who 
fre prepared to treat i as a hobby which 
they’ spend money on and perform these 
essential duties. One can perhaps draw 
similarities between marshalling and the 
nursing services—the girls who staff our 
hospitals and whom we totally depend upon 
‘are inadequately paid bur if you gave them 
@ lot. more money s wouldn't affect their 
Performance at their jobs. Thank heavens 
‘we have people like this. 

‘What is your opinion of the committees 
involved in some British clubs? 


‘One only has to look at some motor race 
committees to see that the worst person to 
have on these committees is the over- 
enthusiastic amateur. 1 don't. mean that 
uunkindly, but these things have to be run 
basically as a business, You don't take the 
extremes you would in a business, but unless 
you get your finances and policies right, then 
the thing folds up. If the committee  com- 
prises therefore, of tremendously enthusiastic 
People who haven't learned to curb thelr 
enthusiasm with good down-to-earth common- 
Sense, then the ‘club can very quickly get 
jnto trouble. That’s why all good clubs nowa- 
days are run in a more business-like manner. 
Going back to the functions of the various 
committees, does the RAC have any say in 
your recommendations to the BPICA ? 

No but the SMMT do invite the RAC to be 
present at the meetings and Dean Delamont 
iS always present to guide us sometimes 
through the more complex regulations with 
regard to the policies and thinking of world 
motor sport as he sees it. But as such there 
{Sno direction from him, merely comments 
‘and guidance 

Do you fea! that production engines may be 
‘seen in Formula 

If one listens to people who should know, 


the shell, anything goes. 


such as Kelth Duckworth, the worst thing 
that can happen to a racing formula is to 
try & adapt a stock block engine, giving 
Formula 2 as evidence. Because once you 
putin the components to make the engine 
fo faster, it invariably overstresses the engine 
and causes problems. This happened with the 
Cosworth Vega engine where the block wai 
perfectly adequate for the job it does in 
Production, but suffered shortcomings when 
Keith tried to beef up the power. 


However there is a desire by the world's 
car manufacturers to identify the race 
cat ‘with the customers’ cars, hence 
the Silhouette Formula which looks’ Ike the 
car you drive bur really has very little to 
do with it. The Mick Hills and Tony Hazle- 
woods of this country have done a tremen- 
dous amount for that class of racing, adding 
a professionalism and spectacle to it, and I 
think the new Group 5 from 1976 or 
Silhouette Formula could provide that too— 
whether the public accepts it or not remains 

1 think they will but the most important 
part of the exercise is that Silhouette Formula 
Fegulations allow the manufacturers to try 
new suspension, components, etc, under the 
basic silhouette with the strong belief that 
there can be a wash-off from this which can 
be applied to normal production cars. 


The current special saloon cars are setting the trend for the 1976 Silhouette Formula—under 


What is permitted In the regulations proposed 
to the CSI for the 1976 Group 5 Silhouette 
Formula? 

You can lighten the non-stressed part of the 
body and can do virtually anything under- 
neath the shell, although the engine size has 
not been finalised. You can have free sus- 
pension, springs, tyres, wheels, final drive, 
Seering, ete, but the engine and gearbox 
‘must stay in its original position and of course 
there will be mandatory’ safety regulations. 
‘With Group 5 catering for way-out saloon 
cars, what will happen to Group. 2 

Group 2 poses a bit of a problem for Britain, 
for the British public seem to have rejected 
Group 2 while te continentals lap it up. 
The people who really decided that Group 
2 in Britain wasn't on any more were the 
Promoters and let's face it, if they don't 
make money and don't draw the people in to 
see the cars, then they can't keep circuits 
running. So quite rightly they have a say 
as to what formulae they put on and chose 
the new Group 1—designed principally by 
SMMT members—and their decision seems to 
have been well justified. Similarly 1 feel it 
was right to keep production saloon car 
racing on standard tyres, which again was on 
the initiative of the SMMT. who through 


discussions with car and tyre manufacturers 
enabled the RAC to get out of their terrible 
position regarding tyre cheats. It was a long 
fand bloody battle with the vested interests 
really showing themselves, but all along in 
production saloon car racing, the use of 
standard tyres has been a tremendous success 
in the club formulae as we believed despite 
the fears of tyres bursting and the like. 
Going back to Formula 1, does this come 
under the interesis of the SMMT? 

‘The SMMT will only be consulted on techni- 
cal aspects of Formula 1 as the international 
BPICA only gronounces on. international 
classes of racing affecting production car 
manufacturers, such as Formulae 2 and 3, 
and Groups 1, 2, 5, 6 and 7. Formula 1 is 
looked after quite separately, but as 90 per 
cent of Formula | cars and their components 
come from Britain, inevitably we become 
involved and people such as Phil Kerr and 
Tim Parnell are invited to attend SMMT 
meetings covering Formula 1, to make their 
point felt on a particular subject. 

However, if for instance a suggestion was 
made that you are to use a certain kind of 
engine in Formula 1, inevitably the CSI 
would feed it through to Dean Delamont who 
would ask for our opinions. So don't under- 
estimate the influence of the people on the 
committee as Dean Delamont’ must obtain 
the feelings of che constructors and trade 
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The late: 


Involved, (The beauty of the SMMT is that 


it’s. an independent body and can draw 
together the various viewpoints of those 
involved, summarise what has been said and 


pass It back to Dean Delamont.) 
Have you had any indication of a change in 
Formula 1 for 1976 ? 

It’s due. for a change at that time and 
although many suggestions have been made, 
to the best of my knowledge none have been 
pursued, I wouldn't be at all surprised to 
See it continue for a further period as in 
my opinion, this is the most successful 
Formula 1 we have ever had, particularly as 
we have new constructors continually enter- 
Ing in to it. 1 believe a lot of people will 
support the view of keeping the 3-litre 
formula going, but whether the continentals 
are of the same opinion is a different matter. 
What changes have been proposed for the 
new Appendix J of 1976 ? 

T'can answer this better shortly for we have 
a SMMT meeting in May to study the new 
regulations. However, the new  Silhouctie 
Group 5 formula, means we have to have a 
new sports car ‘formula under Group 6 to 
cater for the S-litre sports cars currently 
racing under Group 5. We have proposed 
that the new Group 6 be for S-litre racing 
engines and S-litre stock block engines (as 
per CanAm) and in this way it will be 
possible to continue with the Gulf Mirage, 
Matra, Ferrari, Chevron car from the current 
sports car formula, 

1 believe that turbocharging will not be 

allowed in the new Group 6, There are two 
schools of thought on this—turbocharging if 
Properly. developed could aid pollution 
problems make the 
formula expensive and fund: 
mentally changes the enginé. There's a very 
marked division on both sides bu: the pro- 
position on behalf of Britain 1 put to a 
BPICA meeting last week didn't cater for 
‘turb suhargers and the case for the new sports 
car formula is now being presented by the 
BPICA to the CSI. I think the new Group 6 
should bring in a lot of new competitive 
cats in addition to. salvaging the thinly 
disguised Formula 1 cars of Group 5, 
Will the CSI run major championships for 
both the new Groups 5 and 6 in 1976? 
Yes, I think they will but which you call 
the World Championship for makes has still 
to be decided. If the new Group 5 gets off 
the ground really well, then it's obviously 
going to be at Le Mans and there the 
Spectators will be able to see saloon cars 
going at ridiculous speeds ! 

Incidentally, the Silhouette Formula is the 
evolution of the original thinking by the CSI. 
‘The original brief of the CSI back in 1971 
was how do we—Great Britain—see the 
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‘of the hybrid saloons is John Pope's Vauxhall fitted with an Aston Martin engine. 


evolution of sports car racing. They really 
wanted us to say, yes you're right that the 
thinly-disguised Grand Prix sports car and the 
Formula I car were so similar that one was 
drawing from the other. We then came up 
with the Silhouette Formula, for which the 
credit should go to Stuart Turner, and we 
then simply sat down and wrote the regul 

tions and submitted our proposal. There were 
three proposals for the new Silhouette regula 
tions—from Italy, Germany and Britain—and 
T took it to Paris two to three years ago. 
battled it out with the other countries unt 

they ultimat 

tions and after a. bit of 
BPICA took it to the CSI for rat 
Do you see the European Touring Car Cham- 
pionship changing from Group 2 to Group 1 
In 1976? 

Yes, I think so unless there are any dramatic 
changes. 1 would think the new Group 1 
to be far cheaper than Group 2 and provide 
good racing. We've improved the Appendix 
J safety regulations for our new RAC Group 
1 championship, but in Europe they don't 
always. adhere to the yellow book. We 
hammered out our regulations in the hope 
‘of being competitive abroad and we still 
have to see if we are going to be competitive 
with Group I carson the continent 

What is the SMMT's view of cheating and 
homologation fiddling in Group 1? 

The members of the SMMT committee are 
extremely conscious of these aspects and 
Strongly deplore them. They accept that 
entrants must work within the framework 
of the regulations, but as far as homologation 
is concerned, this is applied for through the 
national clubs and doesn't really concern the 
SMMT. We also fully support the RAC's 
philosophy on special eligibility scrutineers 
‘and pay tribute to the tremendous work 
carried out by Peter Jowitt in ‘matter 
What is the view of the SMMT on Formula 27 
The decision to change from stock blocks 
in’ Formula 2 to prototype blocks was 
influenced by the SMMT. A’ very good paper 
from Keith Duckworth was put forward of 
the problems involved in trying to adapt the 
stock block and this paper was taken to 
Paris and adapted, 

But, however, there's a big question over 
Formula 2 starting money at the moment 
and one can see the Atlantic formula of this 
country beginning to bridge the pap instead 
of Formula 2, but whether this would be 
acceptable to’ the continentals is another 
matter 
Therefore, how do you see the place of 
Formula 5000 
There's a big danger with Formula 5000 as 
I think it’s Becoming too similar to Formula 
1, and therefore too expensive. I can't see 


there being much difference in the costs of 
a Formula 1 or 5000 chassis nowadays and as 
far as engine costs are concerned, we've never 
had such cheap Formula 1 racing with the 
Cosworth engine and I suspect the cost of 
the Chevrolet engines are getting pretty 
expensive, 


What of Formula 37 
At the moment there is a big question mark 
‘over Formula 3 owing to its apparent lack 
‘of support, and one can perhaps see the 
trend of "Formula Super Ford—Formula 
Aulantic—Formula 5000 emerging as the lead- 
ing formulae, but of course none of those are 
currently recognised by the CSI as being 
International formulae. 

In your first answer you mentioned that 
the 'SMMT were involved in helping form 
the RAC's case to the Government during the 
fuel crisis, Now that the crisis Is over, can 
you say what happened ? 

Back at the start of the crisis, the RAC 
Competitions Committee decided to work with 
the Government rather than embarrassing them 
and present them with @ reasoned case why 
the large British motor racing industry was 
0 fragile if a ban was placed on the sport. 
We have a tremendous amount of skill in 
this country’s motor sporting industry which 
Is quite unique and if in any way ix was 
going to be suppressed, firms would become 
bankrupt, lose interest or people who have 
gained experience over many years would 
go into other industries and be lost for ever 

The RAC were coming under adverse but 
unjust pressure from the press as they were 
pursuing the correct policy of not embarras- 
Sing the Government; the last thing the 
Government wanted was for motor racing 
to be thrust upon them during the height 
of the fuel crisis 

So an action committee was formed and 
1 had the job of bringing together the motor 
industry statistics, with something like 200 
people supplying the information and Derek 
‘Ongaro of Lola was a tower of strength in 
drawing it all together. All the information 
was brought together to SMMT's Forbes 
House and I then wrote my report on the 
findings, completely discounting some of the 
information so as not to look inconclusive 
with crazy figures which would obviously 
have been challenged by the Government and 
not have stood up to scrutiny. BRSCC’s Peter 
Browning and MCD's John Webb and 1 met 
at a special race committee meeting all armed 
with their respective statistics and the 
strategy was decided upon on how to present 
the case to the Government. 

The sequel to the troubled events that 
followed was that Dean Delamont, Andrew 
Polson, Major Tennant-Reld, John Webb and 
1 were called to the Minister of Transport 
Industries Mr John Peyton, and he faced 
us with 15 aides including the Department 
of Trade and Industry. “He gave us an 
extremely fair hearing while we all presented 
our figures and the questioning all hinged 
on the benefits of motor sport to this country 
and the detail was sufficiently adequate for 
the Government to say that it's obviously @ 
good virile industry and let's not kill it. 
Mr Peyton's reaction was very sympathetic 
but due £0 the crisis he was not very hopeful 
and I put forward the case that motor racing 
formed an extension of the test bed and the 
test tr 
motor racing, you should 
running engines on test beds and tracks. The 
‘car manufacturers, as reflected by the SMMT 
membership, used the race track as an exten- 
sion. of their test activities, 

Mr Peyton felt that this was a good point 
and would I do a letter to this effect on behalf 
of the SMMT. 1 wouldn't maintain that this 
was the item which influenced it, but wighin 
48 hours of his letter, the Government gave 
lus the go-ahead. I felt ‘chat it was reasonably 
logical to put forward such an argument as 
no matter how hard you beat a car around 
a test track, there's no substitute for Fred 
Bloggs hammering it around a circuit for he 
finds things out a sympathetic driver would 
never dream of, and this seemed to be 
accepted. 


Road test 


Th handling (s the Morgan's most important feature with high cornering p 


by John Bolster 


Strong and simple, traditional Morgan 


1 motoring is one of those illogical 
which cannot be satisfactorily » ex 


thing! 
plained. There are people who would never 
consider owning any other make of car, yet 
they cannot tell you why. Wevall know that 
sports cars are now mid-engined and have 
soft independent suspension, but whenever I 
parked the Morgan It collected a much greater 


crowd than even the Bora or the Dino. To 
the public, a real sports car still has wire 
wheels and a long, louvred bonnet, for the 
Vintage tradition will never die. 

‘Though I am an apostle of ultra-modern de. 
sign, Iam also secretly a Morgan addict and 
look forward to my road tests of these cars. 
I had intended to try the latest version of 
the Plus 8, but it was suggested that the 4/4 
might be @ more realistic vehicle for present 
conditions. As it happened, I was offered a 
beautiful yellow one, with centre-locking wire 
wheels, by the London Morgan distributors, 
Morris’ Stapleton Motors Lid. Who could 
resist such a car? Certainly not Bolster! 

‘Of course the Morgan still has the famous 
front suspension, which was first used on the 
firm's three-wheelers some 60 years ago. The 
stub axles slide up and down vertical pillars 
against coil springs and also turn around them 
for The separate steel 
nd passes beneath the 
Fear axle, to which it is attached by very stifl 
Semi-elliptic springs. The engine and gearbox 
are by Mr Ford, from the 1600 Cortina GT, 
and the body is hand built, with steel panels 
on an ash frame. 

‘Though the headlamps are no longer on 
stalks and the radiator cowl is curved to re. 
duce wind resistance, the mudguards still have 
a vintage sweep and the long bonnet is 
hinged down the middle. The bonnet takes up 
so much of the chassis that the luggage space 
is pretty. small and the spare wheel is 
attached outside—I would fit a padlock to 
it! There's a full width bumper at the front, 
but only rubber over-riders at the rear unless 
you pay extra, 


2B 


Speaking of extras, my car had wire wheels, 
which add enormously to the looks, even if 
light-alloy ones are more functional. It did no 
have the separate bucket seats, but havin 
achieved a long run on the standard object 1 
would willingly pay for greater comfort. The 
hood is very cosy indeed and does not flap at 
speed. It can be put up quite quickly with 
Practice, but two are better than one for this 
job. 

The Morgan is an instant starter, even 
when coated with ice. There is a simple 
heater under the scuttle, which keeps the toes 
warm even with the hood down. Curiously 
enough, there is no tap for turning the heater 
ff—at least I couldn't find one, though 
Switching off the fan was fairly effective 


‘On the road, the car feels very lively 
indeed and has excellent acceleration. Th 
simple pushrod 1600 cc engine has ample 


Dower to hurl the light two-seater along. and 
most people will average well over 30 mpg. 
The 4/4 reaches 90mph very quickly, after 


Real Morgan motoring is done with the hood down. 


which the shape be 
resistance. Though th 
100 mph when. open 
that speed with hood up an 
Nevertheless, 


will 


with the hood down. There's nothing like 
Travelling through the fresh air, if one is 
sensibly dressed, and 1 thoroughly enjoyed 
it. even with frost on the grass. The car is 


then 
and 


slightly 
windows close. 
real Morgan motoring Is done 


emarkably quiet, except for the exhaust 
really Peter, the’ police don’t encourage 


such a healthy note! With the hood in poal 


tion, the 

the ‘Ini 

and the delightful ease of 

lost. There 

but. all m 
The ride 

roads or under typ 


ts surprisingly little 


‘sound level is then rather high 
open motoring 
wind noise, 
thanical sounds are magnified 
is very hard indeed. On reasonable 
n conditions, 
farticularly noticeable, but on country 


but 


this 


lanes the short travel of the suspension can. 


not be ignored. P 
car are prepared to accept 
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ple who want this kind of 
‘a ride and 
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Road test 


softer springing would not appeal to them at 
all, It’s all part of the character of the Morgan 
not have it other 


ie is the car's most important 
feature. Initially, the characteristic is just 
about neutral but the tall can at once be 
hung out by lifting off in a corner. The corner. 
Ing power Is high and there is little deviation 
over bumps. Unlike many hard-sprung cars, 
the 4/4 runs straight and true at high speeds, 
being deflected neither by changes of camber 
nor gusts of wind. The steering (s light and 

direct, giving a fine sense of control 
‘Naturally, the gearbox Is most important in 
such a car ‘and the Morgan has an ideal set 
of ratios, selected by a well-placed lever. The 
brake pedal demands fairly firm pressure but 
the retardation Is swift and sure. A fly-off 
handbrake, once regarded as essential on any 
sports car, 1s a pleasant survival. Above all, 
the view down that long, louvred bonnet is 
superb, with proper mudguards to indicate the 
exact width, instead of the usual amorphous 
mass of pressed steel that one sees through 
the distortions of the moder curved screen. 
"The Morgan is a strong, simple sports car, 
with everything get-atabie, and plenty of 
space for the amateur mechanic to work. It's 
still hand-made by traditional craftsmen who 
are proud of the Job they are turning out 
Though there is a considerable waiting list, 
tory will not be extended, for men of 

bre are few and far between. 
um wasting my time, writing this 
‘may well be enough Morganatics 
ly to snap up the products of that ilttle 
factory in an unspoilt corner of England's 
‘green and pleasant land. Nevertheless, if there 
iy still a man who hates air conditioning, 
power steering, and automatic transmission, It 
might be worthwhile for him to get in the 
queue for miracles have been known to 


AUTOSPORT, MARCH 21, 1974 


inted spare 


wheel 


29 


There’s 
no Limit 
~-to the fun 


Publshed n the mterest of 
‘bengng fun back to motonng by 


Morgan 
First of the Real Sports Cars 


Further details from — MORGAN MOTOR COMPANY LIMITED. 
Pickersleigh Road. Malvern Link, Worcs. WR14 2L 
Tel: 06845 3104 


JOHN WILLMENT (Mitcham) LTD 


189 STREATHAM ROAD, MITCHAM, SURREY 


TELEPHONE 
=r oo 


Contact Peter Watson for AVO sales. RS 2000s and Mexicos immediate delivery. 


Contact Ray Tunney for road/race preparation. 
Contact Henry Inurrieta for AVO parts (largest stocks in SE England) 
Full road, race and rally preparation undertaken. 


Export enquiries welcome, fluent French and Spanish spoken: ask for Henly, on 01-648 0074. 


LOOK OUT FOR THE MOTOCRAFT WILLMENT GROUP ONE RACE CORTINA TO BE DRIVEN 
BY NOEL EDMONDS. 
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AUTOSPORT 
GUIDE TO 
MORGAN DEALERS 


BURLEN SERVICES 


GREEN CROFT GARAGE 
GREEN CROFT STREET 
SALISBURY, WILTSHIRE 


Tel: (0722) 5100 


(M) RACING 
es 


MACDONALD 
MORGAN DISTRIBUTORS FOR THE NORTH EAST 


es department 
‘shop 


3s 


SHbpbbt 


9 
ation, 


L aa J. MACDONALD LTD, 
Maiden Law Garage, Lanchester, Co Durham. 
Tel : 620916. 


es 


PARKER BROS. (STEPPS) LTD. 
63 CUMBERNAULD ROAD 
(STEPPS), GLASGOW G33 6LS 
for Morgans in Scotland 


Sales, specialised service and spares 


Tel : 041-779 2271. 


THE MALVERN 
SPORTS CAR COMPANY 


41 HOWSELL ROAD, 
MALVERN, WORCESTERSHIRE 
Malvern— 
the home of Morgan 
Tel: Malvern 63767 


J 


MIKE DUNCAN LTD. 


Midlands Morgan Agent 
92 WINDMILL HILL, 
COLEY, HALESOWEN, 
BIRMINGHAM. 


Sales and servicing 


Tel: (0384) 67675. 


ROBIN KAY 


1A CEYLON PLACE 
EASTBOURNE, SUSSEX 


Distributors for the South 


Repairs and Servicing 


Tel: (0323) 26462 | 


ALLAN WHITE 
& SON LTD. 


THE GARAGE, 
CRANFIELD, BEDFORDSHIRE. 


SALES, SERVICE AND SPARES 
Tel: (023045) 205. 
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SILVERSTONE 


Rouff challenges Henton 


By IAN TITCHMARSH Photographs by ROBIN REW 


‘The annual series of BRDC Sunday Silver- 


things can only get better. There were a few 
of those excitingly close finishes at Wood- 
cote and the Formula Fords put on their usual 
hectic show, while the F3 scene continued to 
improve with eight starters and quite a close 
battle for the lead between Brian Mentor 
works March and Tony Rouff running a stret- 
‘Vegantune twin-cam for the first time 
. For his efforts in the ex-Gordon 
In the Group 1 race Tony Rol 
‘was elected Driver of the Day. 
First of the seven races was the opening 
round of the British Formula Vee champion: 
ship and provided something of a sensation 
When It was led from start to finish by South 
African newcomer Richard Towers, an ex- 
Jim Russell pup', driving the Austro formerly 
raced by Kelth Hollamby. Towers had o 
up @ lead of 8,5 s at the end of the first lap, 
doubl ng this after two more, and then driving 
coully and calmly round on the damp track 
for the remaining five to win with amazing 
ease from FV veteran Glen Hay in a Landar. 
Third place provided most of the exciten 


involving at one stage the Martins Woodman 
and. Th 
don Rae and Graham S nclair. 


Horwood dropped out, the latter when the 
throttle cable of his CM broke, leaving Rae 
to duel with Woodman and Thompson a few 
yards behind, Much cornering side by. side 
Feached its citmax on the last lap when Rae 
led Woodman out of Becketts, only to be 
passed by the superior speed of the Wood. 
man Project Vee on the main straight. How- 
Rae for the inside line at Wood. 
’s superior adhesion on the 
‘scrabble through (0 take 
whisker 


slippery track 


Urlwin was 


Unlike some others the BRDC have faith in 
mod sports racing and were duly rewarded 
With one of the largest grids of the day. On 
pole in the resplendent Vietor Raysbrook 
Lotus Flan was John Pearson, warming up for 
the first Blue Circle round at Croft next Sun- 
day. Alongside was the other Elan of John 
Evans, the chassis of which has been revised 
long with the bodywork, but pending the 
arrival of a new engine, Evans was having 
to make do with the 1967 Cosworth twin. 
cam which used to power the Ark Racing 
Sprite of John Banks so he was not too 
optimistic about his chances. Just before the 
fag Tell Pearson felt his clutch going but was 
able to hold the car on the brake long 
‘enough to avoid jumping the start, and he led 
Evans and the rest into Copse. The two 
Elans completed the first lap in front chased 
by Bryan Litherland’s ex-Brian Murphy E- 
type which relieved Dave Tomlinson’s fast 
Elva Courier of third on braking for Wood. 
cote. The ex-Alan Minshaw Lotus Europa. of 
Rod Gretton ended its race there and. then 
against the barrier when the driver, who 
makes knickers for his supermarket sponsors, 
got his product in a twi 

For a lap or two Litherland seemed to be 
making more ground on Evans than the latter 
was on Pearson, despite the leader's now total 
lack of clutch. However, as Evans became used 
to locking brakes he gained on the VRM 
Elan, finishing 0.8 s behind. Another two laps 
might have made all the difference. Lither- 
ind and Tomlinson acquitted themselves well 
mm the wet track for the next two places 
While Maurice Gates's VS TVR headed the 
V6 version of John Kerswill, who won his 


32 


RADII SAGE: Is 
Tae. 


Clubmen’s Super Sports battle for the lead between Sid Marler's Gryphon and Richard Cresswell’s Phanto 


class, for fifth and sixth. The wide and low 
MGA of Rob Haigh was quite a sight as it 
fought with Ed Reeve's supercharged Midget 
for seventh but both drivers spun towards 
the end, Haigh managing two and calling it a 
day on the last lap without crossing the line. 
It was left to Andy Bailey's Mk 1 Sprite to 
collect the place, as well as the 1150 class, 
from his arch-rival Mike Donovan in a Mid. 
get 

‘Doug Bassett seems to have regained the 


es eS 


form which almost won him the Vandervell 
Award in 1972 and suggested he was one of 
the brightest prospects in FF racing. After a 
very disappointing season last year he has now 
won two races in as many weeks, his victory 
over Geoff Lees on Sunday being quite impres- 
sive. In Alexis and Royale respectively, Bas- 
nd Lees totally dominated the’ ra 

swapping places on every lap 

but it_was Bassett who took the lead on the 
Club Straight for the last time and, by hold- 


ing @ tight line all the way round Wood: 
cote, left Lees with a very wet outside course 
if he was to take the lead. Wisely, perhaps, 
he didn’t and settled for a very close second. 
David Heale’s updated Dulon LD9/15 came up 
very well indeed from a seventh row grid 
position ‘after practice troubles to take over 
third by half distance and break away from 
the furious bunch consisting of the Merlyns 
of Chris Alford, Jim Walsh and Terry Richards 
and the Royales of John Kent, Nigel Burke 
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and Barry Hopwood. Honours very definitely 
went to Colchester for Alford and Walsh 
crossed the line more of less abreast for 
fourth and fifth with Kent upholding Hunting- 
don honours in sixth ahead of Richards, Hop- 
‘wood having had spins at Becketts and Wood- 
cote, the first of which held up Burke too. 
The first round of the Tricentrol Clubmen’s 
Formula/Super Sports series had easily the 
best field of the afternoon but things became 
‘little farcical on the grid when four drivers 


raised their hands including pole position 
occupant Frank Sytner, for the second time in 
8 many weeks “and the last,” vowed Sytner, 
afterwards. Also in trouble was Vernon Dav 
following 
butor cap. With 
U2s out of the way it_ wa 
left to the Gryphons to tackle Richard Cress. 
well's ‘73 Phantom with which he is filling 
in time until the new version is finished in 
May. The promising Cresswell soon opened 
up a few seconds lead from Sid’ Marler's 
Gryphon but they were gradually whittled 
away until Sid took the lead with one lap to 
g0. Cresswell clung on, placing himself nicely 
on the run in to Woodeote so that, when 
Marler was baulked by a backmarker who 
chose the same line, the Phantom struck and 


Third place F3 dice between Amott, Moraes 
and Chateaubriand. 
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scraped across the line first by a coat of 
paint. Caldwell Smythe had his Swindon 
Cosworth downdraught-engined Gryphon on 
full song to take third from Steve Russell in 
the best U2 which was also held up slightly 
by a very wayward backmarker at Wood- 
cote for the last time. Davies and Syiner 
made it back up to fifth and sixth places 
although they would have been split by Peter 
Cooke's new U2 Mk 14 had it not spun at 
Woodcote on the last lap. Cooke has 
acquired one of Norman Abbott's FVA-based 
downdraught motors but is not yet happy 
with either the engine, which lost lis oll pres: 

‘or the new chassis although when both 
are sorted this should be a very fast com: 
ination, 

Martin Mansell's U2 Mk 11B finished be- 
hind Sytner and just ahead of Bob Cuthbert. 
son in the Drummond née Myerscar and Ray 
Edge, the former Mini driver having bought 
Dick’ Mallock’s championship winning U2 Mk 
12 but struggling on his first outing with 
narrow wet tyres ona drying track. Creigh- 
ton Brown’s U2 kept the I-litre screamer flag 
flying in the face of the FF challenge by being 
the only driver in the small class to com 
plete the full eight laps. Third in this clas: 
‘was Andrew, son of Sid Marler, having his 
first race in the family Ellova although he 
was so upset at seeing dad pipped at the 
post just in front of him that he spun in 
sympathy at Woodcote. 

‘The Brazilian F3s made it this time so that 
there were 10 cars at the circuit for Un 
second Lombard North Central round although 
only eight started. Alex Ribeiro had trouble 
with ‘the fuel injection of his Novamotor- 
powered GRD 374 before practice even began 
and could not get it repaired in time while, 
for the second week in succession, Barrie 
Maskell’s Dastle Mk 10B ran into piston 
trouble, this time with the team's own 1790 
‘ce twin-cam. Feeling very much the man on @ 
hiding to nothing Brian Henton put the works 
March_on pole position but only by 0.2 8 
from Tony Rouff with the new” Vegantune 
‘engine in his 1973 GRD. José Pedro Chateau- 
briand completed the front row with the 

March 743 ahead of Bob 

Arnott’s Modus M1 and Marcos Moraes in 

the Team Brazil GRD 374, the third car in 
the race with « Holbs 

Derek Lawrence, José Santo’s March 733 and 

imilar car completed the 

three still using 1600 motors. 

Henton made no. mistake 


Pressure from Moraes and Arnott, As Hen. 
ton tried to control things from the front in 
an oversteering car which locked its rear 
brakes and made for some spectacular corner: 
ing, Chateaubriand ran wide at Woodcote for 
the second time, causing Moraes to back off 
and allowing Arnott to move neatly through 
into third at Copse. In- trying to repass the 
Modus, Moraes spun wildly at Woodcote next 
time round, Chateaubriand deftly side-step- 
ping him by inches by which time Arnott was 
‘safely ensconced in third position. Not look: 
ing s0 safe, however, was Henton who was 
being made to work for his win by Rou, the 
American driving neatly and closing to within 
0.6 s when the flag came out. Both drivers 
shared a new F3 record, somewhat faster than 
far from ideal 
‘never recaught by Chateau- 
14 but Moraes did make up a little for 
his spin by desperately outbraking Santo for 
fifth at Woodcote for the last time. Dugdale 
completed the finishers, Lawrence having 
given up after a few laps on three cylinders. 
‘The third Triplex Group 1 round saw the 
same cars as before, and not enough of them. 
‘Once again it was the two Chevrolet Camaros 
of Malcolm West and Bob Ridgard which made 
the running on the dry track although prac- 
tice in the wet had suggested other interest- 
ing possibilities. The South African ex: 
mechanic Ridgard led for four laps before 
West took over and maintained a gap which 
was never very much but enough to give him 
another win in his Stuart Graham-prepared 
car. Barrie Boult’s new 3-litre Capri had split 
the Camaros for the first lap before power 
told and he finished a comfortable ‘third, 


ahead of novice Stuart Rolt who looked very 
much in control of his ex-Wishart/spice 
Capri as he caught and passed Derrick Brunt's 
solitary Firenza/Magnum. The departure of 
the very sick-sounding Avenger of Bill Syden- 
ham before the warming up lap should have 
ensured Alan Minshaw the class win in his 
similar car but he anticipated the start and 
by the time he had been informed of his 
10s penalty, only had time left to open up 
gap of 9.8 © over Peter Slade’s Avenger. 
The entry list for Silverstone formule libre 
ces is often more exciting than the race 
self although the first round of the 1974 
Jaybrand Championship had enough interest- 
Jing machinery left to make a reasonable event. 
Insertion of the 2-litre Racing Services BDA 
has done wonders for the Brabham BT36 of 
John Hardesty who was able to lead none 
other than John Lepp for four laps before 
the former British Sports Car Champion took 
over. Despite a smoky rear end, Lepp carried 
fon to win for his new team, Forge Mill Ra 
ing with Chevron Cars, formed by Roger Hire 
to contest the 2-litre races, the patron having 
become fed up with being associated with 
Renta-Drive! Lepp's car is the Springbok 
prototype B26 built by Derek Bennett's fair 
hand; "So that’s the one for me,” quipped 
Lepp. Tony Charnell's trip from Scotland with 
the ex-Graham Hill Brabham BT38. nearly 
‘ended in the bank at Copse on the first lap 
but he sorted himself out ta take third ahead 
of Nick Overall’s ex-Jobn Campbell Surte 
TS8, while Frank Sytner showed what might 
have been by coming in fifth with the Club- 
men’s U2, 7 8 in front of Sid Marler. Nick 
Wattier gave his ex-Guy Edwards Lola T330 
‘2 gentle initiation, the former Mini driver com- 
ing up from a delayed start to take 
in potentially the fastest car in tt 


ae Bait Ha 


Frua—mid-engined car with Audi power and inboard discs all round. 


GENEVA SHOW 


Junk yard exhibits spoil 


By JOHN BOLSTER Photographs by JEFF HUTCHINSON 


Geneva Is one of the most important inter- 
national motor shows. Normally, Its date In 

iy spring coincides with the rise of the sap 
snd the desire of most men to possess 


tar, For, many years, the most Important new 


whieh take plas 
human desire is at = low ebb. 

This Is one of the saddest Geneva shows 
that I can remember. In the first place, the 
Organisers have chosen the safety slogan 
“‘gecurlté pour tous" as the theme, with 
the most depressing ri Ghastly, mangled 
cars litter the stands—the debris of official 
crash tests—which must make many a man 
put his cheque book back In his pocket. Motor 
shows should be places of seduction, with 
soft lights and beautiful girls, but the buyers 
will not be lured into unpardonable extra- 
vagances by those lumps of twisted me 
maker the Salon look lke a car-breaker's 
dump and quite put me off my champagne. 

‘The shortage of really new cars takes away 
some of the glamour, too. The talk Is all of 
fuel economy and speed claims are no longer 
made. This is scarcely surprising, for petrol 
prices are sky high on the Continent and 
there are speed limits even on the autoroutes. 
I drove across France to Switzerland and one 
no longer sees the gladsome sight of DS 
Citrons and Injection Peugeots cruising at 
well over 100 mph. The 75 mph limit is ruth- 
Tessly enforced and several British visitors to 
Geneva found disobedience to be extremely 

je. It’s all done by radar and no argu. 

cepted, Luckily, 1 was using a small 

car as an economy gesture and so I escaped 
punishment. 

Perhaps the most important new car at the 
Salon is the Volkswagen Scirocco. Some have 
dismissed it as a derivation of the Passat, 
but it Is totally different. It employs the same 
engine as that car and the Audi 80 but the 
unit is Installed transversely instead of fore 
and aft. It's curious that the manufacturers 
do not mention this important feature in their 
Publicity material, perhaps because they are 
Still jealously guarding the secret of their new 
small economy car, which is also a transverse 
front-driver, it is alleged. 

‘The Scirocco has a transmission schemed 
‘as in the small Fiats, with the gearbox in line 
With the crankshaft and arranged to offset the 
Grive through its pinions, thus eliminating the 


primary gear train of the Mini. The car is 
much more compact than the Passat, though 
It shares the controversial steering geometry 
of the latter model ; at last VW have made a 
Feally good-looking. car. 

‘The Ford Capri Tl Is not so much a new 


model as the up-dating of an existing type 
Mechanically there (s. virtually no change, 

14 body has gained an extra 
door at the rear. The opportunity has been 


taken to Increase the glass area and the view 
to the rear has been notably improved. The 
Granada Ghia was introduced with much 
ceremony just before the Show, but its really 
only a more elaborately appointed version of 
the big V6 saloon. A great improvement is 
the removal of the maker's name from the 
front of the bonnet, where it looks like an 
advertisement on other Ford models, but there 

‘2 surprising lack of leg room for the rear 
passengers. 

‘The new Lancia Beta Coupé, which we 
tested in Monte Carlo recently, is now in full 
production, It is a much smaller car than the 
Beta saloon and considerably lighter, in spite 


of its elaborate equipment, while the twin- 
‘cam engine is also more highly tuned. On 
the Pininfarina stand, a spider version is 
shown, with a detachable front roof section 
‘ahead of the rollover bar and a short folding 
soft-top behind. 

Italian publicity material is often good value 
and Pininfarina state : "The car Is extremely 
compact—the overall length is inferior to 4m 
Sout it does not sacrifice nothing to the 
inside room, where also four people can take 
place.” This firm also show a big Fiat 130 of 
@state type, called the Maremma, and an 
‘Abarth 2-litre sports racing car, This has an 
‘air scoop reminiscent of an Alfa Romeo behind 
the driver and a very large rear wing. It 
contains some aerodynamic innovations but 
is still experimental and may not be raced 
in its present form. 

‘Also In the coachbullders’ section Is one of 
the most Interesting cars in the Show. This 
is a mid-engined sports 2-seater coupé by 
Frua, using Audi 100 engine, transmission, 
suspension, and brakes. There are inboard 
ise brakes all round, using the standard 
‘Audi driveshafts both front and rear, while 
the car has many practical features, notably 
two quite large luggage boots In the nose and 
tail, Though a highly spectacular sports coupé 
with a greatly inclined screen and retractable 
headlamps, this car would be easy to service 
because everything except the body shell can 
be bought off the shelf. 

Bertone has a new Fiat 127 pick-up, which 
normally has a fully open body with a per- 
manent rollover cage. However, various 
detachable body sections can make it suitable 
for many different uses and this might well 
become, a production model for country 
customers. Naturally, the Flat X 1/9, which 
Bertone builds at a rate of 150 a week or 
so, Is s-own on this stand 

‘Michetott! has a very beautiful Lancia Bet 
with four gull-wing doors and separate bucket 
Seats. He also shows an attractively styled 
Clectric 3-wheeler with space-ship Interior 
treatment, Zagato also goes in for electric 
cars, his vehicle having eight car batteries, 
which will propel it for a distance of 45 miles 
With maximum speed of 25 mph. This Is 
iy only a city car, of course, but It Is 
Claimed to be ten-times cheaper to run than 
4 petrol car, which will interest shoppers and 
Commuters. Both Indestor and Morett! make 
Seeo-type vehicles on the little Fiat 126 

‘Very sporting indeed is the beautifully made 
FF, a small doorless open two-seater with a 
300 ‘bhp 12-cylinder Ferrari engine. Though 
of vintage shape with an exposed spare wheel, 
the car has racing-type Independent suspen- 
sion all round. The weight Is 2266 Ibs and 
Production will be limited to a dozen examples 
At about £13,000 each. Another Swiss special 

an exact replica of the pre-war BMW 328 
sports 2-seater, fitted with the modern 


Renault 40CV—1922 with nine litre six cylinder engine and front brake 


a 
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Pininfarina-Lancia Beta Spider with detachable roof. 


4-cylinder BMW engine in any desired state 
of tune. The maker is Sbarro, who also builds 
mid-engined coupés, Talking of BMWs, Alpina 
show a Way-out competition model with a 
Schnitzer engine, rear radiators, and generator 
driven off the differential 

The Monteverdi, that ultra-expensive Swiss 
car, is shown with built-in typewriter and 
television, among its lavish” equipment 
Perhaps the greatest perfection of finish seen 
in the Show is on the Monica, which really 
Is In production now at 87,600 Swiss Francs, 
the car being built at Bobigny in France 
‘The 5.6-litre Chrysler engine has now been 
standardised. In a more modest price bracket 
the hot, S-speed Vauxhall Firenza is now 
coming off the production lines, the absence 
of any bright metal on the body giving it a 


VW Scirocco—transverse engine and fwd. 


the Peugeot 504 cabriolet, with its neat, dis- 
‘appearing hood, which owes its shape to the 
genius of Pininfarina, Among the Italians, one 
must pick out a Ferrari Berlinetta Boxer with 
a yellow top and black lower treatment 
In this great international exhibition, Great 
Britain is far from disgraced, the side-by-side 
stands of Rolls-Royce and Jaguar attracting 
much attention from the wealthy Swiss 
Incidentally, a lot of unseen improvements 
have been made to the brakes of Daimlers 
and Jaguars, all of which now have ventilated 
discs and Girling 4-piston front calipers. AS 
at all recent motor shows, the Japanese are 
making tremendous efforts with some most 
competitive cars, among which the ‘new 
Datsun 260 Z makes its bow. Most of the 
American manufacturers are still offering huge 
cars which hardly anybody wants, but Ford 
have hit the jackpot with the Mustang I, a 
mpact coupé of 23 or 2.8-litres. Even in 
States, the day of the Dinosaur 1s done, 
If the demand for new cars has fallen, the 
Swiss have certainly gone Veteran’ and 
Vintage mod, As something to put money 
nto, they regard historic cars as a fine invest 
‘but nothing scruffy or not completely 
authentic ply. At the Salon, Christies 
have asse '@ collection of cars which 
will be auctioned when the Show Ie over. The 
cream of these exhibits are In the main hall, 
where unfortunately they completely upstage 
most of the modern machinery! The slightly 
less glamorous models are in a. separate 
Michael Sedgwick has chosen the exalted 
nes for the main stand and they are simply 
breathtaking. Its incredible how extremely 
rare cars still turn up, and I don't mean just 
the Mercedes and Horchs that belonged to 
the top Nazis. Here there is even the great 
Grit und Suft that used to carry the Emperor 
Franz Josef around, and you can't get much 
rarer than that. Perhaps the 40 CV 9-litre 
Renault—one of the early ones with coal 
scuttle bonnet—is the car of the show, but 
1 fell for a sleeve-valve Minerva open tourer, 
and the DIS Delage sports four-seater Is 
lnfinitely desirable 
Maybe the 


. 


straight-elght Isotta-Fragchini 
f bonnet and a 2-seater coupe 


purposeful look. Opel show the Manta GTE body by Castagna, is rather too showy for a 
Coupé with ‘Jetronic fuel, Injection gentleman. but there are. Rolls-Royces of 

the Sense, potion wil wings on impeccable dignity. In the ‘marquee, there are 
cars for fear of causing injury, but Porsche some weird Mttle oddities of great antiquity 


have got over this problem with a soft rubbe hnical immorality, which are 


shower the Sussex countryside 


jugh how well a 
with broken chains and belts, if anyone ts $0 


meow: misguided ea en drive thon, ow Ure Batten 
Soda show's Wich lndustiet roubles gnlorw. and 


neat little Formel Skoda single-seater for 
club racing behind the Iron Curtain. Saab are 
selling their 2-litre fuel-injection 99 EMS for 
@ reasonable 20,000 Swiss Francs not introducing new mo 
Jooks at the Matra Simca Certainly not the motoring public, who are 
more one regrets that this keeping their purses firmly buttoned and have 

‘engined car is not avail- no intention of buying expensive new cars 
ry. Another pretty car is while crisis follows crisis. 


riages of materials and fuel, the motor 
anufacturers of the world aren't. having 
much fun. Who is to blame them if they are 

els at the moment? 


able in this count 


FF 300 bhp Ferrari 12 cylinder engine in very light sports two-seater. 
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PREPARING A RALLY ESCORT 


Brian Newman’s car 


By JOHN DAVENPORT 


If you happen to be travelling between Swin work already done by AJ\ 


don and Devizes on the A361 of the cellent on the b 
first villages that you will pass through is be ew know how ever 
Wroughton. I know because I lived there for together and also t 
ten years but since I left to seek my fortune me ideas of his own, It is 


In the big city, It has gained a very success 
fal dealer in high performance cars whose 
premises are on the High Street only a few 
hundred yards from where 1 used to live. I 
returned there the other weekend and called 
in to look round Dick Lovett’s showroom of 
Porsches, Ferraris, Lancias and BMWs and 
while doing discovered that he has 


which make the particul 
‘snd are one reason wh 

his article 

I syst 
many Es 


he as well start by 


Positioning of oil cooler mounted in the boot behind the oi tank 

Brian Newman working for tim and iu ind the oll tank. Most of the time, 

more, that behind a. Daytona i the er is just a luxury and it only 

Yon, which is owned by Mr Lovett and will | working exceptionally hard for a long time 

be driven by Brian in this year's rally season. Rally, for. Instance, the. work 
‘As $0 many people have held up their running with the 

hands in despair during the temporary lay-off py 

of rallying, it was nice to. discover two bh rough the 

people whe tad atufbclam Deliel ln, the aport Newman car, he, sit fo i 

to carry on preparing an expensive car for a on demaad fy mesne of 

Season that had very little certainty about it ater blower which ‘ls’ moumte 

2 few weeks ago Brian Newman, as many of 

you ‘will know, is the man who went very | Tidy piping and braced pedal box 

well last year in a Mexico navigated by 


‘Stuart Gray until a straight-over-crest-at-jump 
resulted ina new altitude record and a very 
bent Escort bodyshell. Things looked pretty 
bleak for the Newman/Gray combination 
Until it happened that Bob Evans arrived at 
the Lovett establishment looking for a_deal. 
He had bought the ex-Malcolm Patrick Escort 
RS in a crashed state from that gentleman 
and tad handed it over to AJV of Pershore 
to bulld up into a really fast Group 2 Escort 
However, as things do happen when you are 
trying to build a specialist car, che bills were 


mounting up and there was no sign of a 
completion date, so Mr Evans did a deal 
which involved’ him driving away from 
Wroughton with a lightweight Ci 


and shortly afterwards, a lorry load 
parts arriving to replace it 

‘The Carrera went on to win the clubmans 
section of the RAC Rally but that, as ¢ 
say, is another story. Behind the Daytona, 
the Escort started to be stripped off and Brian 
Newman commenced the three months work 
that hhas brought the car to Its present state. 
In order to ensure reliability, he took it right 
down to the bare bones, not because ne 


36 


rand ducting for oll cooler 


wer side of the boot and takes air from 
jist below. the left rear light and 
t through ducting to the oil cooler 
hot alr_as it produces then escapes 
normal vents under the rear 
fan is controlled by a switch 
and is only put on if the olf 
ire, measured at the exit to the oll 
ank, becomes too high. 
‘The circulation of the oll is thus from the 


scavenge pump in the bottom of the sump, 
hrowgh the ail cooler to the tank, The tank 
then supplies oll to the pressure pump past 
the oll temperature sensor and the oll filter, 


which is mounted behind the right front head- 


amp. Thus there is only one transverse oll 

P @ front of che engine compartment 
and two that traverse the passenger compart- 
ment. The Smith's blower is drilled in ts 


lo out any water that might 
igh the intake, 

e was inherited with the car and 
red and. gives about 212. bhp 


unning on Li camshafts though Brian has 
toyed ‘with the idea suggested by Mr Dunn 
Race Engines in Swindon that a BD3 

mshaft be used on the exhaust side to give 
a littie more flexibility. The petrol 1s carried 
na Marston bag tank mounted centrally 
and high up Between the rear shock absorber 
pillars. Twin Mitsuba pumps supply the ex. 
nsive liquid to the engine via a large bowl 


filter Which acts as a de-aerator. The sender 


10} in ventilated dise brakes on front. 
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for the fuel gauge is from a BMW S-litre 
and is mounted externally to the tank in a 
piece of piping pinched from a lorry exaust 
‘The battery is no longer in the boot and 
has been moved forward to the hole left by 


‘Air duct for the oll cooler system. 


Ou filter mounting behind headlamp. 


the rear seat. It sits behind the co-driver but 
he has little to fear from acid burns should 
the car roll, for not only is the battery 
compartment ‘covered in but the battery is & 
Dagenite Demon which is a non-spill sealed 
type. 

‘On the far side of the hole left by the 
removal of the rear seat are the twin servos 
for the brakes. Mounting both of them here 
leaves a little more space under the bonnet 
and Brian feels happier with a single run of 
vacuum tube which comes through. the bulk- 
head next to the oil pipes and passes along 
the tunnel parallel to them. The servos act 
upon 10}in ventilated disc brakes on the front 
with Lockheed racing double piston calipers, 
while at che rear the Atlas axle is fitted with 
the large 94in drums. The brake pedal acts 
on a specially fabricated pedal box carrying 
the two master cylinders plus the one for 
the clutch and, as on the works cars, itis 
Possible to adjust the percentage of braking 
from front ¢0 rear. Brian has fitted a stabiliser 
for the box which extends into the engine 
compartment and braces the bulkhead ¢o the 
chassis rail but he is still not satisfied with 
the rigidity of the pedal box and will 
strengthen it further. It is not the most 
reassuring thing if you feel the floor move 
when you brake! 

Back with the rear seat, the servos nestle 
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Twin servos are mounted here to save space 


behind the driver and the battery is on thy and the inside of the car sports a 
other side which leaves a big space in th cage with the added front arch that 
middle, Here Brian plans to fit all the eles runs down the windscreen pillars, The cross 
tries which Includes the alternator rectifiers, which supports the engine has been 
the fuses, the lighting relays, the charging built up by Brian and carries the 
contro! box plus nearly all the swtiches. Or Wths of an inch further back 
the front of the rear seat ulkhesd which There Isa nice tittle touch 
the Is going to have the light | with the screen washer bottle which Is 


faces forw: 
switches, the ignition and starter switches, | mounted. inside the passenger compartment 
for he thinks that they are more accessible | but is filled through a permanent screw-top 
there for the driver's lef hand than they are | filler mounted under the bonnet on the top 
lunder the steering wheel the dashboard. | of the engine bulkhead, 

Even the ammeter will sit on this panel and A lot of work hes gone into this cer and 
he will use a voltmeter on the dashboard to y of the parts, Itke the modified lamp 
give him any warning of che cessation kets, have been made up specially by 


harge. This means chat all the bigh current | hand. ‘There is still'a Tot to be done betore 
wires. will be kept to a minimum and. all e car is ready for competition, ‘The plans 
non-fused runs will be as short as possible for it include the BTRDA clubmens stage 
Even the fuel gauge will be down there, as | Championship but as Brian has not done many 
he says that ke another thing that you onk before: a1 gecod of acckacees 
really consult when you are stationary. This | {rake {vents before, & period of scclimicisa, 
3 certainly of most British events may just be spent in doing. selected 
whether stage or road, but 1 think that Stuan SS aoe cat” sndcdirae soa asian 
ing a k in the neck at wavelength. In any case, the car represents 
gnition for the engine is | q considerable technical achievement and. will 
Transistorised, courtesy of Opus. an quite a lot of interest. wherever It 
and coil are mounted at the front ars. One thopes that the effort pus in By 
engine compartment near the oll filter Lovett and. Brian Newman’ will) 8 
Suspension all round is by Bilstein—ot ded with success, 


Sealed Dagenite Demon bc les beneath 


ir seat space. 


x ate. 
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Special stage 


’74 Ford Escort Rally 
Championship—regs 


Regulations have now been an: 
nounced for the 1974 Ford Escort 
Rally Championship. Although 
some minor technical details are 
Still ¢o be finalised the champlon- 
fhip ‘this year contains two main 
Innovations. First mew feature is 
@ category for the RS2000 with 
@ separate prize list running 
‘longside those of the Mexicos. 
Secondly, and most important, 
the championship has been taken 
completely “off the road.” Ford 
Feasoning concerns their worry 
that Britain needs to encourage 
new drivers of the calibre of 
Roger Clark or Markku 


onsequently, the place for their 
championship Is exclusively over 
closed roads and tracks. The 


pumber ‘of rounds in the new 
championship have been deliber- 
ately restricted to make a com- 
Pact package with the rounds 
Feasonably well spaced in order 
to help reduce the preparation 
rush between events 

Events have been selected 
carefully to provide contrasts in 
Style and status én an effort to 
Broom. the "totally adaptable’ 
fally driver, Events are scattered 
far and wide, necessitating a few 
Jong Journeys, but this Is delibe 
rate in teying to visit many 
different areas, ‘The championship 
is, of course, for Group 1 
vehicles only. 

‘Awards for the winning driver 
in both the Mexico and RS2000 
sections will consist of an ex- 
penses paid training course in 
late autumn (this year) across én 


year's Mexico champion 
"74 series. The emphasi 


Nigel Rockey 
is entirely o 


the rally nursery land 
as the guests of the F 

Company Lid. The award will 
include all travel from London 


Airport, including fare 


and both travel and hotel 
modation in Finland, During the 
five-day stay the winning drivers 


will be. entertained by members 
the Ford Motor Company and 
by the Pinnish ra of 


the Ford team. The ave 
Griving tuition and other instruc. 
Ford request mapective 


Address for championship regul 
tions is: Tony Mason, Compet 
tions Co-ordinator, Ford Motor 
Company Limited, Competitions 
Department, Boreham Airfield, 
Boreham, Chelmsford, CM3 3BG. 
MAY: Mintex Dales Rally (ce 

De Lacy Motor 

ect, JULY: Jim 

Rally (national, 


AUGUST: E 


SEPTEMBER: Castrol Manx 
Trophy Cnternational), 
Manx A Lid. OCTOBER: 
Lindisfa Rally (national), 
Tymemou District Motor 


Chub, (re 
stricted), Kent 
Motor Timpson 
Rally (restricted), Wolverhampton 


and South Staffs Car Club. 


road selectives 


speci hills 


‘News & Star’ 


Details are announced for the 
third BTRDA/Triple "C” event, 
the Workington and District MC 
News & Star Derwent Rally, 
be held in the North West. Four- 
teen stages include five in forests 
with ‘the rest on private indus. 
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Derwent Rally 


land, airfields and farm 
racks fee is £12 to Bill 
Nenderson, 1 Camerion Road, 


Seaton, Workington. Start and 

is Workington, there will 
‘engine capacity classes and 
the date is April 28. 


Fiat Abarth development car has been testing all winter long. 


Fiat Abarth comp plans 


Fia: Abarth recently announced 
their preliminary plans for this 
season of thelr rally 0 


Ral 
Aurelio Lampredi, Abarth sok 


managing director and. Flat 
engine design chief, is the head 
{the operation, Fernando Russo 
takes care of the practical imple 
ntation of the programme with 
co-operation of Glanfranco 
Silecchia (competition side) and 
Giovanni Maruffi (technical as: 
sistance). There are about 30 
Service technicians and each 
crew is given a couple of 
specialists “who follow. chem 
throughout the competition 


Design and research, and the 
preparation and the cesting of 

solutions, all rest with 
b. This sormally leads to 
the development of typical cars 
which are then banded over to 
Fiat for production in a number 
of units for participation in the 


rallies and competitions. Produc- 
tion’ of gearboxes, suspension, 
special competition outfits as 


well as the tune-up and overhaul 
Of engines also rest with Abarth. 


The following crews will be 
running for Fiat Rally in 1974: 
Bacchelli-Rossetei; — Barbasio-So- 
dano; Bisulli-Zanuccoll; Paganelli- 
Russo;  Pinto-Rernacchini; . Dona- 
tella Tominz-Gabriella Mamolo 
“Squaw”; and Verini-Macaluso, 
Scabini, a replacement co-driver, 
will check ehe routes in advance 
and report to the crews, Giorgio 
janta will check the cars for 
final road worthiness 

handing them over to the various 


The Fiat crews will compete in 
the World Manufacturers’ and 


Italian Championships and in 
some of the Arials of the Euro- 
pean — Drivers’ Championship. 


Four cars crewed by Bacchelli, 
Bisuill, Tominz and Verini were 
entered in the San Marino Rally. 


BTRDA Gold Star—the rounds 


At_a recent meeting of the 
BTRDA Rally Committee, Mike 
Broad was elected as press offl- 
cer, and one of the first state- 
ments from the BTRDA is that, 
‘after the March 17 meeting, it 
was decided to suspend the 1974 
Stiver Star road rally champion- 
ship for the time being, the situ- 
ation to be reviewed in May. The 
Gold Star events are, of course, 
going ahead and will be run in 
the same way as last year in 
that members of the Rally Com- 
mittee are appointed to each 
event as liaison officers to help 
the organisers keep up to certain 
standards, An updated version of 
the Gold Star Special Stage 
Manual is also being prepared, 
to be given out to clubs organis. 
ing events, A full list of Gold 
Star championship events for 
this year is given below. 


1, The Chieftain (Bath MC), 
April 14; 2, Bass Charrington 


(Lincolnshice AC & Louth AC), 
April 27; 3, News & Star Der- 
went (Workington & | District 
MC), April 28; 4, Sherwood 
Forest Stages (Sherwood Forest 
MC), May 19; 5, Hi-Fi Stages 
(Dursley MC), June 9; 6, Chelten- 
ham Festival (Cheltenham MC), 
July 8/6; 7, Lancia-Pointer Stages 
(Sporting Car Club of Norfolk), 
July 21; 8, Cirencester Stages 
(Cirencester CC), July 28; 9, Fes- 
tival Stages Rally (Furness Dis- 
trict MC), August 4; 10, The 
Trident (Croydon & District MC), 
September 9; 11, The Armstrong 
Forest Rally (York MC), Septem- 
ber 21; 12, Dukeries | National 
(Dukeries MC), September 28; 13, 
Ouse Valley Stages (Cambridge 
©C/Sporting Owner DC), October 
6; 14, The North Humberside 
(North’ Humberside MC), October 
13; 13, Lindholme Trophy (Lind- 
hoime Motor Sports Club), Octo- 
ber 20; 16, Hercock Simpson 
(Soar Valley MC), October 26. 
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Special stage 


Scottish Rally route 


Regulations for the 1974 Scottish 
International Rally have been 
available for a couple of weeks 
Row and show that the rally will 
be run along similar and success: 
ful lines as before. ‘Starting on 
Sunday morning (une 9) the 
rally will loop south via the 
Peebles stages before spending 
the remainder of the day cutting 
across the south west, taking in 
all the famous "Scottish" forests 
before ‘travelling up to the 
central belt (over the Eskine 
bridge) taking in stages like Car 
ron and Tulliallan before winding 


day leg at about 4.30 pm on 
Monday afternoon at Aviemore. 
Tuesday will be the eastern loop 
to and from Aviemore and oa 
Wednesday the remaining cars 
tackle the final six-hour duration 
string of stages in the area 
Rally mileage will total sbout 
1200 miles and the 60 stages to 
be fought over will have a total 
prize fund exceeding £4000. Re- 
Zulations from: The Secretary, 
Scottish Rally, The Royal Scot- 
tish Automobile Club, 11 Blyths- 
wood Square, Glasgow, Scotland, 
G2 4G. Entries close on May 3 


up to finish the first day-night- and team entries on May 17, 
© Registrations for the Triple C  Bullough and Geoff Lobb are 
Clubman’s championship, run also entered: enthusiastic sons 


alongside the BTRDA Gold Star 
Series again, have closed after 
300 drivers’ names were accepted. 
‘Any driver who scored maximum 
points on any round last year 
has been excluded in an attempt 
to encourage up and coming 


drivers, Two names new to the 
serles are’ Graham Lepley and 
John” Edwards Parton whilst 
‘established though as yet not 
successful drivers still eligible in- 
clude David. Ewles, Malcolm 
Wise, Richard Acres, Mike 


Ranger and David Reynoids. Rod 


of rallying fathers. 


© Last-minute panic before the 
TAP was finding a replacement 
driver for the Withers of Wins- 
ford Avenger GT in place of Roy 
Fidler who was forced to with- 
draw through pressure of busi- 
ness. Eventually Will Sparrow 
agreed to take the wheel having 
been released from his DTV 
ommitments. The car is being 
navigated by Barry Hughes and 
sponsored by Chrysler Porty 

Team manager Is Colin Malkin. 


Criterium Neige et Glace 


Corie 
Mintex Dales 
Nearly 300 entry applications 


have been received for the Min- 
tex Dales Rally on May 18 (third 
round of the Castrol/AUTosrORT 
Special Stage Rally Champion. 
ship). The organisers, The De 
Lacy Motor Club of Pontefract. 
‘assure that although there has 
been a considerable cut in the 
Planned route as a fuel saving 
measure the rally will provide 
more than the usual measure of 
high quality stages. In addition 
to the north Yorkshire forests a 
stage has been planned at 
Esholt Sewage Works, Bradford, 
which has been very successfully 
received on the past two RAC 
Rallies. Both the start and finish 
will be at Selby Fork Motor 
Hotel, the first car to be flagged 
off at midnight on Friday, May 
17, The first and last stages will 
be at the Mintex proving ground 
at Sherburn-in-Elmet (near York) 
and there will be halts at the 
Flask Inn on the North Yorkshire 
moors and Teesside airport. 
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Below, Sideways Stratos of winners Audruet/” Biche. 


‘Above, fourth place Chasseuil/Baron (Porsche 


White Horse 


to sponsor 


Cowan for W. Cup Rally 


‘Andrew Cowan looks happy with hi 


Announced recently was the 
White Horse. Whisky Escort 
RS1600 UDT World Cup Rally 
entry for Andrew Cowan and 
Johnstone Syer. Mr J. M. Martin, 
Sales Director of White Horse 
Distillers Ltd, said: “We are de- 
lighted to be participating in 
the rally for two reasons. First of 
Il because here ls a chance to 
Support. the leading — Scottish 
driver partnered by” Scotsman 
Johnstone Syer on an event that 
is directly linked with the World 
Cup football series and, of course, 
Scotland's excellent performance 
qualifying does make this a 


UDT World Cup Rally car. 


most attractive proposition for 
Us, a Scottish company, produc 
ing Scotland's most famous pro- 
duct.” 


This will not be the first time 
for Andrew Cowan to be driving 
under White Horse colours as 
his various Hillman Imps have 
appeared on stich events as the 
Scottish with their support 
Cowan won the 1968 London to 
Sydney Marathon for Rootes and 
Johnstone Syer was a member of 
the second place crew on the 
1970 London’ Mexico World Cup 
Rally 


Purely personal 


. .. the fuel 
gauge was reg- 
istering empty, 
the Jerry cans 
were bone dry 
and we hadn't 
passed an open 
station for mo 

than 200 miles. 


GORDON KIRBY 


Something is 
drastically wrong 


At the very least there is one thing which 
has been. made perfectly clear to us in 
America. Things are not, no not at all what 
they're supposed to be—even that cloistered 
chap in the White House might be pressed 
into admitting that much, 

‘Above all else it's the fuel shortage which 
has told America’s averageman that somehow, 
somewhere, something Is drastically wrong. 
‘The shortage of power supplies has been 
creeping closer and closer to our doors with 
every new winter month and now. Bang! 
Is caught up with us. 

No longer can we cruise happily and gently 
across the thousands of miles of the old 
USA's Interstate highway system. No longer 
can we alm across those bold, green lines 
which reach out across the map from Boston 
fo LA, or from. Chicago to Miami, ‘the 
throttle set at 70 of 80 mph, the air-condition- 
ing tuned to a pleasant, ‘cooling hum and 
the stereo playing lightly in our ears. 


Now we must keep our eyes roaming across 
the horizon, looking for signs of open fuel 
tations, hoping for something more than a 
limit of $1 per customer and dreading 
the moment when the fuel gauge needle drifts 
Into the final quarter of ts range. All those 
Bold, green Interstates are full of unhappy 
and despairing travellers looking ill at ease 
in. thelr fuel-gobbling Detroit’ monsters, 
It was as early as last spring when all this 
began to happen. It was then that the price of 
petrol started its climb, but it wasn't until 
the 55 mph speed limit became law that 
eveything began plummeting downhill. The 
speed limit brought nothing but rage from 


the. cross-country truckers whose regular 
1000-mile journeys were lengthened 
markedly. It was costing them more and 


they were earning les 
blocking roads in protes 

It was only a matter of days before there 
were strikes, confrontations and then story 
after story began erupting of truckers being 
shot at from the black verges of the highway. - 
‘Along with this food supplies began to 
diminish in the northern US and, by Christ- 
mas, an alarming number of people were be- 
ginning to store vast caches of things like 
Meat and, of course, fuel. Everywhere I heard 
Stories of “just plain folks” who were 
caught up in a state of suspended panic. 

But in Canada, where I live, a state of 
“normalcy” (as I like to tell my American 
friends) was holding forth. And from that 
particular viewpoint I thought that perhaps 
fe was just vivid news reporting which was 
selling me a rather subverted picture of the 
“good ole USA.” Shortly, however, I was to 
discover otherwise. 


Soon they were 


40 


1 set off for Daytona early Jast_month 
‘aiming towards the sun and the $00 in com- 
pany ‘with a friend who was photographing 
the event for a Brazilian monthly. First of all 
we were to drive to Boston where we would 
pick up Charles Loring who does most of 
Kurosroxrs American photography. Before 
we left safe, secure Toronto we filled three, 
five-gallon. jerry cans (apparently these are 
now illegal in the US) as well as topping up 
the tank 


As it turned out the journey to Boston 
was fairly straightforward. We did run into 
$1 per vehicle limits in Massachusetts but by 
that time we needed nothing more than that 
A couple of days of relaxation and some 
careful watching and lstening to news 
Teports however, told us that che trip from 
there to Florida could well be ridiculous. We 
saw a brace of interviews from places like 
Philadelphia and New Jersey where “gas” 
station owners were carrying loaded six-guns. 
‘And they weren't strapping on those things 
‘as a bluff. They meant to use ‘em! 


‘There was then, at least, some trepidation 
in our _minds as we set off towards the 
‘York-Philadelphia-Washingion urban 
complex. From what we understood it would 
be clear sailing beyond Ws 
through the South, but we wer 
Tong fuel line-ups and the prospects of running 
dry at least once. Those Jerry cans in the 
back of the van warmed our hearts no end. 
‘Connecticut came and went with very little 
trouble. We had to wait for ten minutes be- 
fore filling the half-empty tank and setting off 
towards New York. That tankful got us clear 
of the city and well into New Jersey and 
although we passed numerous long line-ups 
we managed ‘to find a tiny, broken-down 
sation (Nah, no toilets, man. But you can 
Use the oll dump-tank out back”) that was 
more than willing to fill us up. Across. th 
road a brightly signed Sunoco station was 
‘dealing out $1 limits to its glut of customers. 


From Jersey City to Daytona it was all 
pretty regular. I began to think that the 
panic of the fuel shortage really was som 
Kind of media-promoted hysteria. But Just 

T was settling into that opinion we pulle: 
into a self-service station In South Carolina 
as the place was opening early in the morn. 
ing. 


1 jumped out and started pumping my allot- 
ment. "Yup. Ya kin fill it" That was the 
uy who Was putting out the stacks of oll 
“Any troubles with gas down here?" I asked 
“It's OK when muh tanks are full,” came the 
reply. “But when ah run dry after a coupla 
three days, ah gotta wait a couple more ‘fore 
they come round to give me any. Ah tell ya, 
if this don't git straightened out soon, the 
sheut's gonna hit the fan! 


No, not a happy man. And we soon found 

ye norm. It seems that th 
fuel shortage was just hitting the South as we 
went through. By the time we were on our 
way back from Daytona things were bad. 


Everywhere there were $1 or $3. limits. 
At least three-quarters of the Georgia 
‘and South Carolina stations were closed by 
mid-day. We had to stop early on our first 
day's drive after travelling nearly 150 miles 
without seeing a single open station. Just as 
the needle began to sag below the empty mark 
we drove into Pedro's place. South of the 
Border it’s called, a well-known oasis on the 
border of North and South Carolina. There 
are billboards promoting Pedro's for more 
than 300 miles and it's usually as dependabl 
as Mom’s Real Cherry Pie. But not this time, 
As we drove in there was a minor com- 
motion going on. For a few minutes we waited 
in line. But although the pumps were turned 
fon things seemed to be at a standstill. I got 
‘out of the van to ask what was going on and 
just then a State Trooper emerged from the 


station officer, is great girth crowned by 
Wwide-brimmed’ Stetson, “Place is closed uj 
T'heard him telling some people. Any place 
around here were I can get some gas? T 
asked him “Nope,” came the poker-faced 
reply, as the Trooper set his face into that 
Blank but oh-so-firm look of “Don't ask me 
any more questions.” It seemed that some: 
body had just come into Pedro's waving a 
gun and demanding a lot of fuel. And he 
Wanted it then, immediately. That wé 

for the police. They didn't want a 
of drama, s0 Pedro's was closed for the night. 


‘There wasn’t much else to do but pull off 
the road and go to sleep. We got up early 
the next moming, emptied one of the five. 
gallon cans into the fuel tank and went look 
ing for petrol. It turned out to be a long 
day. Sixteen full hours of driving. Eight gas 
stations where we managed to get fuel. Two 
more Jerry cans emptied into the vai 
‘and a couple of small bribes which got us 
more than the posted limit, When we 
‘home just outside of Boston the fuel 
Bauge was registering empty, the Jerry cans 
‘were bone dry and we hadn't passed an open 
Station for more than 200 mil 


America. It may be riddled with political 
‘manoeuvring, But for the average American 
traveller, there are bound to be Hard Times 
on the highway this summer of 1974, 


IROC 
future 


Make no mistake about it, the IROC, that 
recent series of Porsche Carrera races played 
‘out at Riverside and Daytona, is going to be 
Big Time stuff. Roger Penske and Les Richter 
were already well into the organisation of the 
Coming season’s qualifying races before they 
got to Daytona, They wouldn't say what shape 
the races would take, although It did seem 
that the Carreras would again be used. 

The intention Is to expand the IROC into 
a full series, perhaps using both road and 
‘oval courses and having an increased number 
of drivers competing in “ knockout” rounds. 
‘Apparently each of the four weekends of TV 
coverage (each qualifier was broadcast on 
individual weekends and promoted as if it 
was in fact a separai 
“higher than 
relatively boring Daytona final was very well 
Feceived, There's no doubt in my mind that 
the IROC, suitably expanded from its current 
US-oriented point of view, could become « 
fascinating series of motor ‘races. 


Go to 
Britain 


Don't worry! At the very least you're going 
fe plenty of reliable American and 
tourists spending their dollars i 
in this year. All of the major airlin 
have just started a new and strangely similar 
promotion extolling the virtues of Britain and 
the relative strength of the dollar (particularly 
the Canadian version). According to the ads 
they are, of course, everywhere ; billboards, 
TV, ad nauseam—there's no petrol shortage 
in England, hotels remain unaffected by the 
power shortage and hire cars are easy to 
Come by at reasonable rates 
Maybe 1974 is an ideal time to lure a por- 
tion of those tourists to Britain's fine motor- 
sport which remains, unlike America's ‘74 ver- 
sion, as healthy as ever and unaffected by the 
“power shortage.” Any ideas, Mr Webb? 
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WRAP A RESTALL AROUND YOU — FEEL THE DIFFERENCE 


AUTOBAHN SPORT RALLYE AUTOSTRADA 
732 739 TH 738 


COME AND SEE THE COMPLETE RANGE 
YOULL NEVER WANT TO SIT IN ANYTHING ELSE 


MITSUBA ELECTRIC 7 WHEEL SPACERS 
FUEL PUMP 


competition use. in. and. 1h 
a1. 


ial and. Fora 
ww Stud ‘spacer 

Increase track 
five. mine. 


Asegior 
by "Bain, 
Fh ‘most 


Prsack 
Jaguar 
Spare 


£3.50 ae 


In sots of two. PAP Aitoy 
et, 40p two set 


MAIN IAIN DISTRIBUTORS FOR Instock Now | 


SHOCK ABSORBERS 
LOAD ADJUSTERS 
STRUT CARTRIDGES 


COMPETITIVE PRICES MINI & ESCORT 


SELMAR eu ALARM 


OTHERS AVAILABLE Full Range of 
Are You Switched On RAC. Competition Wheels & Bosses 
TO Transistorised Licence Holders Wekome | KEEN PRICES 


Ignition ? 
Our MOBELEC te 78 FLEET ROAD. HAMPSTEAD 
—- CT Maer LONDON N.W.3. 01-267 3821 OPEN TILL 
LONDON STOCKISTS iP 2 Mon-Fri 930-7; Sat. 9.30-5.30 pm 


* increase economy | 
* improve starting 
* improve performance 


‘Prompt Mai Order Service WEEKDAYS 
Callers Welcome All Prices Include VAT 


ROLL GAGES STRUT BARS 
LAMP BRACKETS & BARS 
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Sunday the 24th of March sees the start of 
richest-ever Drag racing championship in 
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car last 

proved t 

jow 9 8 

‘and other 

‘clutch has 

‘Accles ani 

‘can be Ii 

‘the thick 

‘One of 

‘engined 427 of Spence, Burrows and Morris, 
Who ran the succassful “Oblivion” Avenger/ 
Chey altered last year. Among their equip- 
‘ment is the same roller cam that Prior is 
using and a Crowerglide clutch, Injection is 
also from Crower, as opposed to the Hilborn 
Set-up that Prior uses, and backing comes 
from D.B, Motors of Leicester. 


‘Two “small-block” runners last year were 
Martin Rowat and Keith Dancy/Mike Treut- 
ein, the latter with the famous “Chicken 


cars, 
‘Tony Anderson's blown and fuel-burning 
2.5itre Daimler will probably be one car to 
‘stay within the top weight break, and 
‘will also find it hard to stay competitive, 
‘an & 8 run from the car is quite 
Possible “with “further “development. Having 
ile virtually all the parts needed to run the 
engine with fuel—main girdle, manifold and 
injection etc—Tony is obviously capable of 
getting the best from the set-up, and if the 
rumoured switch to the bieger 4.5 engine is 
true, he will obviously be on a stronger 


footing. 
"Another change from the usual Chevy or 


a 


variable, as he will be running a blown petrol 
engine amported from the US, while Pat 
Cuss with his Hilborn injected 354 Hemi and 
Brian Ringsall with the ex-Skilton front- 
engined “Revolution Two” with injected 392 
engine will also be Chrysler powered. 

‘At present most money would be on the 
Stones “Hemi-Hunter,” originally conceived 
‘as an AA car, but now sporting the injected 
440 from “Tee Rat.” Backed up by a two- 
‘Speed transmission once Gerry Andrews gets 
Used to driving the car, ic should be a 
potential 7 s entry. On paper that is 11 cars, 
with probably more as yet unannounced. 

In Tap Competition, the funny cars outrank 
the altereds, as the trend gathers momentum. 
Dave Stone will have the supercharged engine 
from the dragster in a longer chassis version 
of last year’s car, and although the engine has 
yet to turnin anger, he can be relied upon 
t> get the most from the car. Old rival Phil 
Elson with his blown 392 “T" still has to 
tap the seemingly vast reserves of power that 
the engine has, whilst Fred Whittles’s 5) 
larly unstretched Bantam replica, now in the 
hands of Martin Hall, can be expected to 
‘turn easy eights, with sevens in sight. 

‘Freeman Rodgers’ successful 427 Ford 
altered bas now got the blown Ford motor 
from “Commuter” installed, which means he 
will have to run in Top, but with the amount 
‘of trouble this engine has given over the past 
couple of years, he will have his hands full 
keeping It together, but could do well with 

‘Of the funny cars, Liam Churchill has 
generally tidied up his Capri, and lowered it 
considerably from its rather lofty build of 
ast year. Mark Stratton's new car, with rear- 
engined chassis based on the American Dunn 

nd Reath car has one of Skilton's fron 
block motors for power under the same Vaux- 
hhall body, and expects great things of it. The 
‘old chassis has gone to Walt Ithel, who plans 
to drop a blown Chev under a Capri body 
later in the year. American Ed Shaver will 
drive Stratton's car again, and has sold his 
‘own stillborn Reliant funny to Mike Derry 
‘and Roland Pratt who, after lengthening. will 
{it their own 392 motor. 

Now helped by STP, Dennis Priddle will 
be running his Avenger funny after all, and 
with the ‘engine from “Mr Six.” two-speed 
transmission and his own experience, must be 
the most fancied runner from the home front. 
‘The two Santa Pod-owned American funny 
cars, with 7.1 to thelr credit, well obvious'y 
‘have the legs of the field on paper with their 
big 480 cu in late model Chrysler engines, 
but with a bad reliability record, could lose 
many races this way. Allan Herridge has 
shown himself more than capable of handling 
just about anything he sits in, and will con- 
tinue with the “Stardust” car, whilst the 


Jing in disguise in ‘thar it will enable the 
British cars to develap at their own pace to 
a. compettive level, at which point some 
interesting races can be expected! 

In the Pro Fuel class, % looks as if it will be 


‘Yon continuing with Castrot 
Donovan-powered car, which will have @ two- 
‘speed transmission and other modifications 
this year, while Priddie will run his own STP/ 
Revell-backed car in much the same form 
‘as last year. Santa Pod will again run their 
fearsome 426-powered “Firefly,” while Mike 
Hutcherson will be at the wheel of the other 


Whittle will be driving the second Skilton 
car, which according to Clive, could surprise 


the last years of the petrol class in the States, 
this was the most successful of all, and ran 
several 6.95 at over 200 mph before being 
retired. Alan plans to switch it to fuel and 
Improve on this. 

Positions in the Senior and Middle Com- 
petition Classes will only be clear when all 
the entrants have been weighed and classified, 
but certainly the Page brothers’ Topolino Chev 
‘will take some catching in Senior, with Dick 
Sharpe looking to close she gap in his 421 
Pontiac/Austin, now with new rods, pistons 
and fuel injection, and Steve Short, also 
from Dorset has a 389 Pontiac in his Anglia 
100E. Pete Atkins now has a smaller 371 
Olds in his “T” after destroying his big-stroked 
motor last year, and will switch to petrol to 
Stay in the class, Both the popular “Invader” 
and “Oblivion” altereds have found new 
homes, and with similar 350 Chev engines 
will be an Interesting match, and John Dickson 
hope to be doing my thing again with my own 
team's Duckhams-backed 474 Olds/Anglia, 
Which has been far too long in the bullding 
‘and should have sppeared last year. 

“Striptease” is another to have Castro! 
and Accles and Pollock support this year, 
‘and with a new B&M Clutchitite transmission 
and Olds rear end to take the strain, no one 
will be surprised if It goes into the tens 
with its Jaguar engine; the other Jaguar 
and smaller V8 cars will probably end up in 
Middle class, depending on their weight. 

‘The new Production and Modified classes 
are explained on page 49, so picking 

Ukely winner here is not easy. 
Most of last year's entrants will be running 
again, together with quite a few more new 
cars. The Rose broyhers Barracuda now has 
‘426 Hemi for power, which should do the 
trick over arch-rival Richard Smith in his 
Chevelle. 

In Pro Stock there is little change, most 
‘entrants having invested so heavily last year 
that they are carrying on with the same 
cars. Of the three that went on the market, 

Nova was sold, to Roy 

‘and after a 
rebuild, respray and the installation of just 
About the most radical camshafts known to 
mankind, he has stocked up with a spare 
motor and related parts ready for the STP 
Championship. Gary” Goggin has had some 
lowering and rebuilding done to his car, 
‘aimed primarily at ease of maintenance, whilst 
Kevin Pilling will be running his Camaro in 
‘virtually the same trim, 

Pete Crane has traced his repeated engine 
failures to a bent crankshaft flange, and with 
his new. injection and some bigger rubber 
should see some racing at last. Tony Dickson, 
after failing to sell his Duckhams Camaro 
in favour of a new car Is still undecided, 
but will probably come out with the same 
car with suitable modifications a bit later 
in the year, but will still try and sell in 
preparation for 1975. Steve Osmond-Petrie 
founds out the American runners, or at least 
the known ones, and with ‘the recent failure 
‘of Stone's Escort/Chev in testing, and the 
demise of Aitkens’ Capri/Chev, the field will 
Still be small, but in theory at least, even 
‘more competitive, 

With the development of Silverstone and 
Biackbushe, ‘and Snetterton coming along 
later in the year, the sport has never looked 
better. 

"The introduction of Chrondek single beam 
Vights will give us a direct comparison with 
American times for the first time, and 
‘although technically they do give “faster” 
times, they remain the most suitable set-up 
for drag racing. Improvements in the order 
‘of two tenths for fuclers to perhaps four 
tenths for Pro Stock type cars can be 
expected, but with the new class structure 
virtually’ all che existing records will have 
to be re-written anyway. 

‘At the first practice meeting at Santa Pod 
Jast weekend (10th), persistent rain stopped 
‘any meaningful runs, but the large entry of 
predominantly street cars showed chat interest 
in the sport is very high—promising an 
‘exciting year to come. 
© The regulation changes in detail are printed 
on page 49. 
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REVIEW 


MAZDA TEST 


YOUR MAIN 


MAZDA J. DIXON & SON (Garages) LTD. 
BELMONT Whytteaty THE FIRST MAZDA DEALER 
GARAGE SURREY IN THE UK. 


BELMONT ROAD, SALES : For a Demonstration 
BELMONT. SURREY Al dade SALES SERVICE SPARES 


Tel Demonstrations a HIGH WYCH, SAWBRIDGEWORTH, HERTS 
01-643 5451-2 pleasure Tel: BISHOP'S STORTFORD 722072 


o THE MAZDA CENTRE 
120 BRIDGE ROAD @ EAST MOLESEY @ SURREY 
MAIN DEALER FOR MAZDA AND WARTBURG CARS 
SALES & SERVICE 
Telephone 01-979 8423 


o CATHEDRAL CARS (Hereford) LTD 
KING STREET, HEREFORD 
We have all the amazing Mazdas, call or telephone for 
a demonstration in any of the Mazda range 


Telephone HEREFORD 65751 


o POKESDOWN GARAGE 


965/7 CHRISTCHURCH ROAD, POKESDOWN, BOURNEMOUTH 
SALES — SERVICE — SPARES 
Demonstration cars available 


Tel: (0202) 44166 
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Tune in edited by Bob Constanduros 


im the past been so involved with circuit 


acing and rallying. Willments were 50 eager 
0 get started on the RS2000 that, when it 
became apparent that all early models were 
going to Germany, they built up their own 
far and began development work, with Ray 
Tunney the RallyeSport Manager, in charge 


The idea was to develop a “sprint™ pack 
and “rally” pack comprising of modified mani 
folds, revised carburation, stage 3 head full 
gas flowed and a quicker cam. The hub of 
the job was the latter, for although the idea 
was to make a faster and more lively car, 
they still wanted it to be fairly sophisticated 
The cam encouraged noisy tappets, 40 there 
was no alternative despite a certain amount 
of looking around — in vain — for another 
cam, than to either drop the project or 
develop their own cam for their Rally Engine 
kit 

Which is where Bruce Cowley comes in. 
Bruce is a London boutique owner and has 
spent some time being jerked and spat at 
around the big city by his RS1600. Most of 
his travelling is city work and he rarely 
gets an opportunity to blow the cobwebs out 
Sf the carbs except on brief dashes between 


Willment RS2000—well mannered Q-car 


Pinto engined RS2000 with twin 40DCOE carburett 


‘One of the most sophisticated sporty cars seemed to lack the “get up and go” of the the lights. However, he did enjoy those 
that Ford makes Is the Escort RS2000, beaten higher revving Escort RS1600. The handling dashes even if they were somewhat stuttery 
Into the top of the class only by the RS1600, med about the same, the interior and his idea of motoring was definitely one 
but anyone who has owned one of the latter ry well equipped and the mpg wasn't of individuality; a smart lively car, dis 
will ‘realise Its shortcomings and problems, too _bad_ either. Still that acceleration tinctively presented, fairly comfortable, quick, 
making city driving uncomfortable and none seemed to be lacking, despite much improved and hopefully with ‘ramfic manners. The 


too predictable. So when. the RS2000 can 


fexibitity RS1600 obviously sacrificed its. gi 


trate 


‘along, many owners were glad to see that the tell you that one of the anners for superior high speed open road 
Pinto’ ‘engined machine had considerably bing something about performance. 

Improved traffic habits, but many we ha Willment of Mitcham, ‘Alternatives in the same field took him in 
depressed at the same time, for the 2-litre eSport dealers who have to the BMW 2002 Til class, which represented 


The RS2000 Is fast gain 


a reputation as a good handling car and the extra power of the Willment car 


sity within tts capabilities. 
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Tune in 


n estimated 125 bhp 


£1,200, which he 
‘On Visiting nearby 
1 to find. that 
development on the 
red for & revised ver 
brand new 


a rise in price of 
Wasn't prepared. to 
Mitcham, he was. enc 
Willments had done this 
RS2000, and finally plus 
sion of the Sprint package on 
RS2000, 

‘Carburation obviously came under the 
hands of the Willment. mechanics and It was 
decided to Mt a pair of 40 DCOE Webers to 
do the job in hand, which are matched on 

Three head. This head Is fully gas 

ihe combustion chambers are 
balanc tion exhaust manifold. is 
fitted, a ¢ of pipe work if 
ever there was one — but on the end is a 
Standard exhaust pipe which keeps the noise 


level down but does not the power 4. Top speed is 
Output. The rear axle ratio. rk 0. mph mark 
changed from 325 to 3:7 00 up to Martin 
Performance-wise, with these fair in. Finchley. to 
modifications, Ray Tunney has estimated tha re delivery. and 
the bhp at the fiywheel has been raise ng acceleration 
the quoted 100 bhp to a conservative estimate ea. 30-70 in 
{125 bhp. The power curve siays steep up 14.35, which 
to 70 mph and it is only approaching 80 mph f seems 
that it starts to dr rea 
question is do tn that a heavily 


RS1600, and sti wil ‘exceptionally 
ments set out to jets had. been 

On the road, it f none of around the 23 
bad" manners tha ained al indifferently with 
In the RS1600, pia figur 8 to. 32 mpg, How: 
about It occasion ig at him. Th nere are plai t to market a rally 
mainly in the early morning when the car kit which will have 45 DCOEs. fitted 
laimterted Goba Da ke dosent reeity aftees dified camshaft, although Ray Tunney 
performance. On a brief tour of Berkshir eve it really warrants such Inrg 
the RS2000 spat mildly when cruising at a ad use — as these will make the 
steady 35-40 mph, but it —e. ar even more. thir Inge 
able, or any great loss and sure that -Renerally ted, but it ‘worth 
it Wouldn't “have such under har membe nering ete that one was 
acceleration once the car Certain! h z power and that taking the 
there is no other runnin In traf P nd on could perhaps get one in 


blocks, It neither c 
become olled up. It w 
quite low speeds in all 
didn't object at drawing away 
top. On the noise level quest 
that the Induction produced ai 
In the 80s and. 90. 


parison to the 


which may be al for ss 

going off to his rall M 

would be rather unpleasant k 

hours of motorway touring. 

can be cured by Atting air cl 

Is to be used more sociall andard | RS: 
On the road, Bruce The. Willment 


reaches 60 mph ina fract an the RS1600, 


standard ‘model which 
In doing this test inc 
considerab 

lay down any bi 
could have bee 
165) Dunlop Sports. A rev I 
6,000 rpm and I found there was very little 
point in going that far, for the power seems 
to drop ‘off quite quickly over 5,000 rpm 


Mumford Musketeer 


Escort UYY 999 M Is connected to monitoring equipment at the Target Car Clinic 
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goes into production 


three wheelers and Berkleys 
Mumford Engineering Ltd of Nailsworth 
jucestershire. After two and a half 
Mf development work, the first produc: 
dels of the Mumford Musketeer are 
available this month 
Strictly a ewo-seat onvertible, the 
Musketeer incorporates Vauxhall. Viva run: 
ning gear and is designed to be bullt up from 
Te has a chassis of aluminium alloy 
work of glassfibre reinforced plastic 
which gives it a weight of under & owt. With 
from either the 105 59 oc oF 
Mumford Musketeer 
‘over 90 mph, but 
ui point about its 
I-less times is that It 
mpg by not 
of 50 mph, 
mph time of 10s is 
T'still attain 40 mpg 
a great many other 
car ‘with car tax and 
50. 
new addition has been announced 
ited Kingdom's Mopar all 
make product range — Mopar Hydraulics. The 
range — master cylinders, wheel cylinders and 
brake hoses — have a model application which 
ers more than 85 per cent of United 
Kingdom cars and light vans. The addition of 
the hydraulics group means that the Mopar 
range is now the most comprehensive all- 
make parts range in the United Kingdom. 


Sports extra 


Derbyshire sporting trial—Singer OC’s production 


edited by Robert Fearnall 


car trial—new sprint/hillclimb series 


DERBYSHIRE TRIAL 


Pearce’s second 
successive win 


For the 32nd running of the Derbyshire Trial 
last Sunday Lancs & Cheshire CC returned 
to thelr popular Averiliside Farm venue, Long- 
nor near Buxton, where some 27 competitors 
turned out on a dull day with a fair snap in 
the westerly breeze. Because of rain overnight 
the organisers decided not to use the lower 
wooded part of the venue and stuck to the 
higher parts wherein they arranged 10 sec- 
tions. 

‘This part of the Derbyshire countryside is 
noted for the peat beneath mainly grassy 
Slopes and it was definitely a day for the 
“tricklers" as opposed to the “blasters,” with 
several of the sections containing adverse 
camber slopes where grip was at a premium. 
In the opening session Jack Pearce (Kincraft) 
opened up a useful lead on the field by drop- 
Ping only three marks. He failed on two sec- 
tions where he was beaten by the conditions 
‘and his nearest rival at this stage, and for 
the rest of the day, was Lol Hurt in his 
BMC Special. Hurt and Ivor Portlock (Driad) 
were tied on 15 marks at this stage with 
Robin Jager’ pedalling along well in his 
Nymph. 

‘As the lunch break was being concluded 
‘a heavy shower meant that the same 10 
sections, some with modifications, were to be- 


come even more difficult and many scores 
feflected the state of the going when everyone 
had completed their second tour. Pearce and 

Hurt, however, continued to dominate the 
event and as the course dried out somewhat 
prior to the start of the third round Pearce 
had had his lead cut to eight marks by the 
Sheffield driver 

‘Both maintained thelr good fortune in the 
tast round to drop only a further six marks 
but in this time Jullan Fack brought his Imp- 
engined Cannon through to a creditable third 
place pipping Ivor Portlock by three marks. 
Ray Hatton (Cannon) again enjoyed himself 
in his underpowered machine to collect fourth 
on 63 marks, Ron Kemp, in Kincraft Mk 1 
notched fifth On 73 marks and Ralph Needham 
Brought his Cannon on to the leaderboard on 
9 marks. 

This was Pearce's second successive win 
and with two second places as well he is 
now right back with the leaders in the RAC 
Championship, still headed, it is reckoned, by 
the absent Tony Harrison ‘who is abroad 

‘The Jacobean Trial, scheduled for a week 
on Sunday, has been postponed until later 
on, and it is hoped the event will run in 
either April or May 


@R. Newson drove his Cooper to a win on 
the Portsmouth MC's autotest meeting on the 
Broad Oak car park, Portsmouth, last Sunday 
On the 10 tests he’ dropped 136 penalties to 
head a field of 18 starters by four penalties. 
‘A. Baillie (MG 1100) had a scrap with P. 
Sanders (850 Mini), before beating him by four 


Sprint at Oulton 
in new series 


Oulton Park will be used, for the first time in 
many years as a sprint venue, to stage a round 
In this year’s Lancashire AC Sprint and Hill 
Climb Championship. The Cheshire clreult, 
along with Cadwell Park, where a hill ellmb 
round Is to be 

this year’s 12 ro1 


scores will count and. ther 
tion in points for a class win to produce 
closer competition. Conversely there will be 
fan increase in bonus points for breaking class 
records. 

Secretary of the series is Tony Iddon, 7 
Lyndon Avenue, Great Harwood, Blackburn 
(Fel: Gt Harwood 884521). The full lst of 

‘April 6, Oulton Park; April 


will be a redue- 


+ August '11, Wood 
25, Cadwell Park ; September 8, 
October 6, Longridge. 


DUCKHAMS TRIAL 


Heighwood’s first 
outright win 


‘The fifth round in the Duckhams Tri 
Championship was organised by Kentish 
Border CC at Boxley Hill, Maidstone, last 
Sunday, when 23 cars came under orders for 
the 24 sections, At the end of the day, made 
more difficult by rain, Chris Helghwood 
emerged as winner in his Cannon, achieving 
his frst ever outright success with a score of 
120 marks. 

Driving against the strong opposition of hi 
father, Peter, who was using his Tbex, Chr 
held his parent at bay all day and emerged 
with an eight-mark lead. An unfortunate 
accident eliminated Gordon Jackson when he 
‘was well in contention. The “A” bracket broke 
fon his Ibex and in the ensuing crunch part of 
the car broke loose and struck Mrs Jackson, 
luckily without major damage. In the cli 
for 950 cars the Trialmaster of Bill Hicks 
took the honours on 193 marks, six fewer than 
the similar car of John Higgins. In the cate- 
gory for 750s Derek Clark had a tough fight 
ail day with R. Lee, but Clark (CP Special), 
returned 196 marks to head Lee's Reliant 750 
on furthest cleanest with John Murrell (Jemell) 
in third spot 

In. the Duckhams Championship Peter 
Heighwood increased his lead and now has 
67 points with Roy Denton, who was third in 
his ‘Mudsport, moving into second place with 
50 points. There are three rounds to go. 
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SINGER TRIAL 


Buggy scores lowest 


‘Angus Stewart finished third in Class 2 


Singer Owners Club had a healthy entry of 
65 for thelr Shamrock production ear trial 

Long Valley, Aldershot, last Sunday, but 
rain around midway caused two of the sec 
tions to be abandoned. Lowest score of the 
day came from the special class where Rod 

1 took his Buggy round with the loss 
18 marks, beating fellow Buggy enthusiast 
George Pettit by two marks. 

Fifteen entries in the Mini's class wer 
the way by John de Lacey Taylor's M 
1300 who returned a total of 65 marks. Gra. 
ham, Lindley brought his Mini into. second 
on 81 marks anda good outing by Tom 
Higginson, also in a Mini, gained him third 
place on 65 marks and the novice award 
Clase 2 was a battle of the Pops and the 
star performer was John Simmons-Ho 
came home on 60 marks 


arks, Oliver led on the first ro 
marks but on the second tour he clipped a 


with his Ford Popula 


marker to drop six 
able 10 make up for the error. 
Midget man Paul Skelton had a 14 mark 
win in the sports car class which he won on 
50 marks, Pat Kennett (Morgan Plus 4) had 
the misfortune to break a bone in 
when he tumbled while viewing 
he soldiered on to. finish rune 
marks two less than Paul Barnes in 
Singer, Class 4 comprised eight Imps, six 
VWs and a brace of Flats, but it was the 
Stiletto of Teddy Edwards which led through. 
ut_and he finished on 32 marks, John and 


arks and he was never 


ied on 37 marks in thelr Imp, 
John getting second on furthest cleanest, while 
Barry’ Fallowfield, also. on 37 marks, was rele 
gated to fourth Class 5, for the bigger 


produced only five entries 
‘an easy class win for Dave 
marks, 


AUTOTEST 
Surprise result 


With an entry of 44 for their afternoon 
test meeting on the disused Dunholme airfield 
near Lincoln last Sunday. Lincoln MC&CC 
only had time to run two fairly long tests and 
it' was something of @ surprise when the Mint 
of John Brackenbury took BTD in 2m 46 5 
This was just over half a minute quicker tha: 
Mick Fox who had a brace of Minis on hans 
and who took the award for best Linc 
member. In his other car Fox won Class 4 
in 2m 47.2 3, just a fraction quicker than 
Mick Bayliss’ 3-litre Capri, winner of Class 5 
The special class for ladies went to Miss 
Errol Breedon in her Mini who returned 
3m 195s 
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PROD TRIAL 


Premature halt 


Rain b 


waght last Sunday's Urgemup p 


0 car trial organised by Tunbridge 
MC to a premature halt at lunch when a down: 
pour made the site at St Ives Farm, Hartfield 


little more than a quagmire. An entry of 40 

had tackled 12 sections and from these Ron 
re emerged a clear winner in his Mini with 

fe loss of S4 marks 

One of the best performances was that of 

Mrs Carol Eales in her Morgan who bea! 


's of Nigel Pratten. and John Ovenden 
to take the sports car class by four marks 
The other class winners all had fairly easy 


TRIAL 


Walsh the best 


Walsh (Mini) was easily the be 

‘43. marks on the 16 sections to win 
oth on lowest score and on Index of 
performance. 

M. Burrow (1275 GT) took the class for 
Minis with 68 marks, while Alan Walsh's 
wife was second m her husband's car on. 88 
marks. Paul Cassidy (Mexico), dropped 100 
marks to. beat 
marks in the next class and C. R, Warr 
(Midget) weighed in with second lowest score 
of the day when he won the small sports car 
class. Last class winner was lan Redman (Imp) 
who had a bit of a fight to keep ahead of 
the Fiat 850 of Edgar Wadsworth, Redman 
finishing six marks ahead. 


A Wait (sini), 43 marss fot, Clams winner 


TRIAL 


Camel Vale’s team 
award; Uren wins 


Although two cars, both specials, managed to 
return blank score cards at the end of the 
12 sections in last Sunday's production car 
trial down at Hemerdon Mine, near Plymouth, 
overall winner of the Marina Trophy at the 
Plymouth MC event was Richard Uren in his 
Imp who dropped seven marks to beat a field 
of 54 starters. In the afternoon nine four-car 
teams contested an inter club team trial and 
the victors were the Camel Vale A team who 
beat the club's B team by 10 marks. 

Early heavy rain made conditions tricky 
and difficult but Uren was in fine form with 
his Imp running on standard tyres and he 
finished 1ipts ahead of Roger Hoskin's Imp 
Sport while his wife Barbara was only two 
marks away in third in the same car. The 
Ford Pops of Stuart Martin and John ‘Toms 
dominated their class, Martin winning with 
a 24 marks total to Toms’ 32 marks and Peter 
Crews (Cooper) had a four mark advantage 
at the head of the Minis class dropping 38 
marks. Kelth Gorman (Cooper) and Roger 
Jenkin (Mini) were three marks apart in 
‘second and third spots. 

In the combined front engine rwd and rear 
engined class, using grip tyres, Roger Brick- 
nell brought ‘his Anglia van into first place 
of 10 marks; Roger Cloak,” in a similar 
machine, was second on 15 marks and Gregg 
Thomas (imp), finished third on 22 marks. 
The two clean sheet experts were lan Bolton 
(Bridges Special) and Tom Irons (Cannon 
Special), being runaway victors of the specials 
class. 

Five sections were tackled by the nine 
teams in the afternoon session and the win 
ning Camel Vale squad comprised Bricknell, 
Uren, Bolton and J. Taylor. The Camel Vale 
B team, in second spot, were D. Keat, Hoskin, 
‘Thomas and Irons, while Holsworthy A. were 
third on 33 marks, their members being S. 
Martin, D. Cloak, K, Prance and H. Hobbs. 


Sports extra 


David da Costa (left) with Ali Kahn, managing director of Reed's Rallye Sport of Torquay who 


ex-Stuart MeCrudden 


on a results payment sys 


Mexico of last year for da Costa to contend the 


Da Costa (s still looking for personal backing 
‘opens at Oulton Park on Saturday, 


March 30, and among the participants will be Colin Vandervell and Barrie Williams. 


TRIAL 


Win for Award car 


Top navigator in last year’s Exe Rally Awards 
Championship Roger England of the Welsh 
Border CC took the overall award in his 
club's production car trial last weekend and 
he used the Imp he won a couple of months 
‘ago in the egg series to do it. The club hac 
30 entries at Glanyrafon Farm, Llanyblodwel, 
‘and England headed the lists by dropping only 

ven marks on the 18 sections. He was 
beaten on only five sections. 


‘The Minis class went to Dave Morris 
(Cooper) on 48 marks, four less than Roy 
Hughes in a similar car and Mrs Ruth Ridley 


drove her husband's MGB GT to a fine sports 
ear class victory with the loss of 38 marks. 
Mrs Ridley beat her husband by a single 
‘mark. Because there were only four rear en- 

ined cars in the event they were lumped 
with the front-engine RWD class but still 
finished one, two and three. Ian Thomas took 
the class in'his Imp on 16 marks, well ahead 
of Chris Williams (VW), while the best of the 
others in the class was John Jones (Cortina 


TRIAL 


Beckford drops 27 


‘A Ford Bradford special, driven by David 
Beckford, returned the lowest score in the 
Newquay MC's production car trial at Newlyn 
Downs, near Newquay last Sunday. On the 
20 sections he dropped 27 marks. Best of 
the cars on standard tyres was Chris Julian's 
Imp who dropped 32 marks. There were 18 


AUTOTEST 


Break in tradition 


For the first time for at least eight years a 
ot put up BTD at the Wallasey 
r 


gravel surfaced car 
tanker driver Howle Campbell scored his first 
Outright ‘win in an autotest when he com- 
pleted the seven tests in 334.26 In his Imp. 


In a class where the Minis were lumped 
e Imps, 

Protagonist to Campbell and he took the 
in his Mini in 335.45. There was a 
scrap in the Coopers and sports ca 
where Dave Williams had to work very hard 
for his class win in his Sprite beating Dave 
Harrison by 02's. Cooper S man Harrison 
took the Novice award as this was only his 
second event. The extremely light and well- 
known A35 of Andy Williams was easily best 
in the next class, for front-engine rwd up 
to 1300 and Steve Davies (Escort TC), had a 
comfortable margin over Peter Pinnington 
(Mexico), in the last class where Pinnington 
made an early mistake and climbed steadily 
through the class thereafter. 


@ with only 20 entries Trackrod MC ran 
thelr autotest in two classes when they used 
a site at Rockwell, near Leeds, last Sunday. 
Quickest driver was Bradford newsagent Car 
Davies who completed the 12 tests in 436.9 s, 
more than 225 quicker than the rest of the 
entey, 
Minis, in 


were second and third 
quickest overall for Dave Taylor returned 
4628s and Richard Ineson was only 225 
behind in third place. Of the other saloons Ron 

‘easy winner in his 
the event in 471.15, 
almost 20s up on Allan Forrest's RS2000 with 
Ken Goodall (Mexico), third in 521.0 s. 


fact, 


MARCH FIXTURE LIST OF 
RESTRICTED EVENTS 
(Qn conjunction with RAC Motor Division) 


AUTOTESTS: 
‘March 24 
Harrow Car Club, Civic Centre, Harrow, 


‘Dungannon Motor Club, Meghaberry Air 
field, Co Down, 2 pm 

March ‘31 
Yorkshire Sports Car 
Steelworks, Spen Lane, 
10.45 am. 

‘TRIALS 

March 24 
North Wales Car Club Ltd (MR 107/ 
836 613) The Field, 1 pm. 
Haldon Motor Club ‘Ltd, Howton Farm, 
Morton Hampstead, 11 am, 


SPRINTS 
Mareh 23/24 
BARC (N. Thames), Greenham Common, 
noon. 
Halesowen MC, Cutborough, 2 pm. 
Mareh 31 
‘Yeovil CC, Yeovilton sprint, Beckington, 
near Yeovil 


HILLCLIMBS: 
March 23, 
St Andrews & DMC, Kinkell Braes, St 
Andrews, Scotland. 
March 31 
Bugatti/Ferrari OC, Prescott, 


Club, | Wilson 
Cleckheaton, 


11 am, 


TRIAL 


Team problems 


teams to the 
Farm, Great 
Sunday but because of various problems only 

ix teams completed the 24 sections. Rain at 
Tunch made conditions difficult in the after- 
noon and scores climbed accordingly, but this 
did not stop the Cambridge CC "A" team 
from romping away to victory by 100 marks. 
Led by Dellow driver Geoff Jackson, who re- 
turned the day's lowest score of 75 mark: 
they cruised home with a score of 370 mar} 
to take the Duckhams Trophy. 

‘The other two members of the winning 
team were Mike Murray (Mini), who dropped 
157 marks and Glynn Jackson (Anglia Estate) 
on 138 marks. Second were the Falcon MC 
team of Jon Poynter (Mini) who dropped 179 
marks, G. ‘Springett (Escort Estate) on 162 
marks and D. Maclver (VW) on 129 marks 
for a total of 470 marks. In third place came 
the SODC “B" team of Rob Walker (Mini) 
who dropped 210 marks, Sue Hallyard (Austin 
7) 185 marks lost and M. Crick (Imp) on 184 
marks. Their total of 579 marks left them 28 
marks ahead of the Chess Valley “B" team. 


Aue Ringrallycross 


‘The Liebenau Motor Sport Club are holding 
an inaugural rallycross at their Aue Ring cir- 
cuit and are inviting entries for their Trophy 
event on April 28. First prize is 1500 DM and 
‘a trophy while there is also a travel and main- 
tenance allowance, although prize money gi 
all the way down to fifteenth place. Raci 
will be three heats of four laps of the 100 
metre circuit. Entries may be applied for at 
the Motorsportclub Liebenau e. V. im ADAC, 
Konigsberger Strasse 3, 3073 Liebenau/Hann, 
Germany. 
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Sports extra 


DRAG RACING 


Regulation 
changes in detail 


Final figures on the drag racing rules for 
1974 and beyond were announced a few da: 
the BDR&HRA annual general meet- 
Ing. After the result of lengthy deliberation 
in ‘conjunction with the NDRC, all present 
agreed that at last the sport had got a struc- 
ture that will be fair to everyone, and one 
that can be more readily understood by both 
new racers and public alike. 
Starting with Pro-fuel, which was one of 
the few classes that didn’t need any change, 
in this class will have to 
ine capacity of 10 litres 
ye 7-litre block, this 
4 40 per cent addition for the super: 
and another 25 per cent on that for 
the use of fuel in any percentage. This 25 per 
cent factor applies on all competition classes 
where fuel is used, and is a long overdue 
move. 


ter will comprise the fastest 
eight’ qualifiers. with a capacity to weight 
ratio of up to 4.491b per cuble inch; Senior 


Dennis Priddie’s STP Avenger Funny Car will 
be brightening up the 1974 drag season. 


to 5.49 
Ib/cl; Middle 5.5 to 6.99 b/ci; and Junior 
from 7 Ib/ct and up. An average of 150 Ib for 
the driver will be added to all cars, as it has 
Deen rightly pointed out that one or two of 
the Junior class karts weigh less than thelr 
drivers, while all the smaller four cylinder 
cars are down in the ultra light range with 
the driver a major part of the all-up weight! 

Top Competition will be for the fastest 
eight with a ratio of up to 2.9 Ib/cl, and this 
will include the blown funny cars for the 
time being. Senior Comp will run from 3 to 
4.49, and this will probably include any in- 
jected funny cars that materialise ; Middle will 
be from 4.5 to 6.99; and Junior from 7 up, 
the same at Dragster. 

Pro Stock remains the same for 74 with 
the fastest eight qualifiers meeting the classes’ 
‘own rather involved weight capacity formula 

3 last year, but will be strictly for produc- 
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tlon-based cars in "75. 

‘The highly modified saloons and Street 
altereds will now be run as Super Street, 
with a weight factor of 7.8 to 8.99 Ib/cl: 
Top will be 9.0 to 10.99; Senior, 11.0 to 
16.99; Middle, 17.0 to 21.99; and Junior from 
22.0 up. Cars listed by the RAC as sports cars 
‘and homologated production cars produced in 
‘minimum numbers of 5,000 will ‘classify as 
Production while all others ‘will be Street 
Altereds. These will carry a 5 per cent handi- 
cap on engine size to allow for their inherent 
rules advantage regarding engine set-back, 
etc, while Front Wheel Drive cars will have 
2 5 per cent factor in thelr favour to allow 
for their inferior traction at the start 

Last of the major reorganisations concerns 
production cars of all sizes. These will be 
rated on manufacturer's advertised Gross HP 
(DIN), and start with class A at 8-9.99 Ib/hp, 
and going down through 14 breaks to M at 
55 Ib and up/hp. 

It_may be that discrepancies will arise in 
these figures in the light of experience, and 
for future seasons they can be adjusted where 
necessary. By splitting the weight breakdown 
finer, more cars can be catered for if needed 
fe an even more equitable system on 

Of the American rules, which even 
te between automatic and manual 
transmission cars. 


Sixteen cars will qualify to race 


in the 


for each car. These will be established at the 
first meeting this year. To stop “sand- 
bagging.” where a driver deliberately qualifies 
slow to Improve his draw in the racing, a 
0.15 break-out rule will apply on all runs 
apart from the final. To give a simple ex- 
ample then, 2 15s car will start 5s after 
a 20-s car, so that in theory they should 
both arrive at the finish together. Should 
either go. faster than his qualifying time by 
more than 0.15, he will automatically lose 


record. This break-out rule is the only weak- 
ness of the system, but to keep it fair, there 
fs little or no alternative, and as a way of 
attracting newcomers to the sport with the 
Prospect’ of winning, no matter what car 
they have, it should work well. 

Both the NDRC and the BDR&HRA will 
run their meetings to the same system in all 


classes, with the RAC/Castrol championship 
meetings included. 

‘The BDR&HRA club championship will run 
all year with 10 points and 7 for winner and 
runner-up, and unlike previous years, there 
will be no bonus points for attending each 
meeting. Apart from a seperate motorcycle 
championship, Dragster, Competition Altered 
and Pro Stock will be seperate from all the 
Street and Production classes, with corres: 
Pondingly higher prize money. 

So that’s the bones of the new set-up, and 
both clubs can take due credit for working 
out what could be a landmark in the develop: 
‘ment of not only British, but European Drag 
racing. 


© Santa Pod will be running a new single 
beam starting system this year in line with 
American rules. Instead of staging the car 
between two beams four inches apart—the 
system that caused so many red-lights last 
year, with the clocks starting as the wheel 
breaks the front (stripside) beam, 

system has the wheel in the 


‘This gives a longer staging toleranc 
thought it will probably decrease times by as 
much as 3 tenths of a second, it should elimi 
nate 90 per cent of the redlights caused sim- 
ply by tyre and body movement, 


AUTOTEST 


Victory for Evans 


Haden Evans took his 1275 GT to an 
win ahead of 18 other entries whi 
MC held their co-promoted auto 

le market car park I 
‘on a gravel surfai 
returned 424.0 s, some 25 5 up on Ray Webb 
(Sprite). Class 1, for Minis, resulted in a 
win for Andy Fox in his Riley Elf in 491.48, 
8's up on Jamie Goddard (Mini). The battle 
of the Escorts was won by Dave Lucas In his 
Escort 1300 in 482.5 s from John Bygrave 
(RS 1600), who totalled 484.7 &. 

A runaway win for Mike Tabberner came 
in the rear engined class where he had @ 
time of 503.8 s, a long way ahead of Peter 
Stern, also in an Imp. Webb was an equally 
easy winner of the last class in 449.7 6 from 
Don Malin (Sprite) 

Elim wlanere "As Pex “Ths 


Sens her’ 


Scenes from one of last year’s excellent 
Spreckley Thoroughbred Production Sports 
car races. This year's Spreckley series opens 
‘t Silverstone on Saturday. 


no SREY 
before publication. Dictate y A 
OSPORT |e 
Spare 

See 


CLASSIFIED 


NEW CAR GUIDE . _ 


JAGUAR 


CAR TRANSPORTATION 


FRED thee barrett Weer LANCIA 


MERLYN 


Lotus 


IN ALUMINIUM 


As well as items illus- 
trated we specialise in 
aluminium bodies, mono- 
coque chassis and 
custom-made fuel and oil 

£2 Joana rar wing with asiunabie | ‘ tanks, aerofoils, NASCAR, 


fuel churns, swirl pots, 

23 Thane Works, | tion, “argon arc and all 
types of welding and 

Thane Villas, Cpeetimmemot lve 


London N7. have the facilities to 


any make 


ae sree | Telephone: 609 0384 | Chassis “ar shore notice. 


Mae's gearbon €4 
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BANWELL AUTOMOTIVE 


1972 Datsun 240 Z. Silver with black 
interior. Radio, HRW, Motorlita wheel 
9000 miles oniy £1595 

1973 (Oct) BMW 3.0 C SL. Chamonix/ 1971 Reliant Scimitar. in Caribbean gree: 
‘black, 3000 miles only from new. with black interior, Auto, HRW, radio 
Radio, cassette stereo, four speaker. etc £1595 
Beautiful motor car £5995, 1971 (K) Lotus Elan Sprint BHC in Pis- 

tachio. with black interior. 8-track 
stereo, radio, electric windows, tonneau 

‘ochre with black interior. 1 private Very rapid car £1275 

owner from new. Recommended 1971 (Dec) Ford Capri 3000 E. Tawny 

at £3900 with tan trim. Radio, HRW. 1 owner 
fast. Immaculate £1095 


Coupe. in. French 
‘lue with tan interior. 4000 miles. only 


LEATHERHEAD ROAD 
CHESSINGTON, SURREY 
Tel : 01-397 2453/4555 
TUNING AND SERVICING SPECIALISTS 


1972. (Mar) Ferrari Dino. Yellow 


1973 Fiat 1328 ("1800") 
beige interior. 1 owner. 
age. Immaculate 


Beige with 
Low mile: 
£1395 


1972 Jaguar XJ6 4.2. Auto/PAS. Radio. 
Fawn with red interior, Outstanding 
condition £2600 


1973 (Aug) Mercedes 250 Soloon 
Bluo, dark, blue interior. | Redio/ 
stereo. miles from new. 
owner £2960 


1972 (Mar) Mercedes 350 SL. Maroon 
‘with beige hide interior. Beautiful 
example £5450 


SLOAN MARSHALL 
GARAGES 


SPORTSCAR 


specialists 


1972 (Aug) Toyota Celica. 11000 miles 
from new. Lady owner. Yellow with 
black interior. PB radio £1150 


1275 GT 


Mini. Stone, 


black  intenor 
£700 


Triumph 2.5 Pl Estate 
‘and black, Sunshine roof 


PIMPERNE GARAGE, 
BLANDFORD, DORSET. 
Tel: 025-82 2358. 


Auto, Maroon 
£1320 


56-58 Barnes High Siroot. SW13 
Sales : 01-876 9245 
Works : 01-876 9131 


For further information on inserting 
advertisements on these pages 


Ring: 01-636 3600 


PORSCHE 


RELIANT 


MERCEDES-BENZ 


RENAULT 


MORGAN 


MINI-COOPER 
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MOVERLEY WATT 
MOTORS LTD. 


1969 reg 350SS CAMARO, with 
mag wheels. Manual with modi- 
fied brakes and suspension. 


Radio/stereo, four speakers. 

£900 

1968 JAGUAR 420 automatic. 

Radio. Dark green. Nice, clean 

OR csaie arsene¥ey) BOO) 

Specialists in Jaguars and Aston 
Martins. 


Tel: 228 3931/223 0198. 


TRIUMPH 


VAUXHALL 


SPORTS AND PERFORMANCE CARS 


Sports and Performance Cars ‘50-54 * 


GENUINE OFFER at £975 ono 


MAIN DISTRIBUTORS 
GINETTA 


OBILES LTD 
ndon 
147-251 London Re 


Tol; Sheifield 53226 
GOOD SELECTION OF SECONDHAND SPORTS 


A RARITY 


1963 Lancia Flaminia RHD 
coupe. Impeccable condition 


ALLAN BROWN RACING LTD. 


High Street, Bromley, 
Nr Guildford, Surrey. 
Tel.: Bramley (048647) 8159. 


WANTED 


MGA, JAGUAR XK & MORGAN 


FOR CASH 
01-959 2917 


THOMAS MOTORS LTD. 
BLACKPOOL 
Tel : 63337 


is 
fadio. Mint example 


eon 


LONDON ROAD 
MOTORS 


PETERBOROUGH 


Offer cars of distinction 


12 months Wynns warranty. Details on 
request 


ALAN DOUBLE 


Telephone Peterborough (0733) 67177 
‘Atter hours Stamtor 


Racing and Competition Cars 54-57 


+ Autosport Market Place 57-63 


; PETER WEST 


MOTORS 
Tel : Scunthorpe 2685. 
FULL STOCK OF BMWS 
so72 2082 BMW. White, low tem, ta 


1972 does, Ti. Chole of three 
Sapo C8 COUPES Rcd block cl 
radio stereo 22095, 
2002 Til. Ex-demo. Golf yellow, black 
cloth trim, good saving on new. 


SA. Turkis, grey velour trim, good 


MERCEDES BENZ 280SE 3.5, Metallic 
bronze, ruby trim, radio/sterco, centre 
Tocking, ‘Sundym €3950 


12 Scotter Road, Scunthorpe. 


NEW. For immediate delivery. 
itll give you 
148. bhp. 
125 mph. 
@ 25 mg. 
@ 060 in 76 secs 
@ Aluminium road wheels 
@ Low profile tyres. 
©@ Bilstein suspension. 
@ Ventilated disc brakes. 
@ Halogon headiights 
Contact: Johnnie Walker or Stephen Berry 
SERVICE GARAGE LTD. 
Rallye Sport Dealers 
Dodworth Road, Barnsley, Yorks. 
Tol : 5741. 


Marshall 
Wingfield Ltd 


856 Finchley Road, London NW11 
Tel: 01-458 4204 


MALCOLM KAY 
OFFERS 


01-203 4565 


DATSUN 2402 Sports, July 72. 
example. of this "much sought 


RW, 

@ yeed box, | owner, taxed. 135 

mph ‘touring for £159: 

BMW 3.0 Si Jan 73. Finished in white with 

navy velour trim, Fitter with fuel injection, 

power’ steerini 

P buite-in her 

HRW, floor mats 

1 owner from new. A. genuine 12,000 

with full service history. £3475. 

FORD CAPRI 2000 GT XLR, auto, Sept 72, 
Fis fo white, fitted t black vinyl 


nearly 40 mph. £935. 
DAIMLER 250 V8. auto, June 68. 1 owner, 
genuine 26,000 Trt Bitter Webasta 
Sin roof, radio, HRW. Finished silver: prey, 
with ‘navy leather trim £685 

DAIMLER Sovereign 42 auto, 1970. Finished 
in regency red. with black leather tr 
radio, HRW, power steering A superb ex: 
Smple, and wonderful example £1895. 
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DICK LOVETT 
SPECIAL CARS 


Agents for Lancia, _ Reliant, 
Scimitar, Porsche and Ferrari Dino 


Offer the following selection of 
NEW AND USED CARS of the 
highest quality. 

Ferrari Dino GT. Maronne metallic... List 
Ferrari Dino GT, Metallic blue List 
Porsche 911 Targa, Guards red List 
Porsche 9118 coupe. Black List 
Porsche D1IS Targa. White Dist 
Porsche Carrera Targa. Chocolate List 
Porsche Carrera Coupe. Emerald green List 
BMW 2002 Coupe. Turkis, Mathwall con- 
‘version, Ex-Earls Court’ Show car. Full 
details on application ‘e3350 


1973 (Nov) Ferrari Daytona. Metallic. red. 
4,000 miles, As new, ‘e950 


1970 Ferrari 365 2+2, Celest. 11,000 
miles 26150 


1973 AC 428 FHC, Metallic maroon, 2,000 
‘miles, Mint 4950 


1969 (Nov) Ferrari 365 2+2. Metallic 
‘gold. 6,000 miles ‘t6150 


1973 Ferrari Dino GT. Metallic green, tan 
Teather. Radio/stereo ‘ési50 


1971 Ferrari. Daytona red. 23,000 miles 
Bargain 5500 


1974 model Porsche 9115. Silver, electric 
roof, 1-000 miles 5750 


1973 Porsche 9118. Roman purple. Electric 
oof. 4,600 miles £5500 


1973 Porsche 


118. Targa white, 10,000 
‘miles ‘£3600 


1972 Porsche 9115. Tangerine, Electric roof. 
‘Superb £3956 


1973 Porsche Carrera Lightweight. White 
£6950, 


1969 Porsche 912. Choice of 2 from €1750 
1974 BMW 2000 Til. Sienna brown. 8,000 
‘miles £2450 


Terms and exchanges 


Fairwater House, 
High Street, Wroughton, 
sar Swindon, Wilts. 
ss from M4, junction 16. 
‘Tek: Wroughton 812387 


DINO MK I 
COUPE 
1971 (Aue) 

me 
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FORD ESCORT, 1970. Now wheels and tyres 
Tol be Zoid with & new Y800 engine 


Kingsbury. NW9 
(off Church Lane) 


1872 CORTINA 1600 Estate, Superb condi 
ncenwrh eck time Radios iow mig 
1973 ESCO HG84."Mavaan “with iack i 
wit ESCORT, ‘T300 Ears 
1970 "sinc “Yeon 
wn caper Gt xin 
"ons F900" white sn 


PART EXCHANGES TO CLEAR 
1966 MORRIS! 1100. Marcon 4'dosr de Wx 
1963 "TRIUMPH HERALD 1260. 

root. "Mechanically. portect 


Tel: 01-205 4296 
205 1136 


Also 9 regular supply of Bentley $1, S2 
$3. Available also, Rolls-Royces to order 
ail at competitive prices. 


FLYING SPANNER GARAGE 


1966 Mini Cooper 998 cc. 2 Oscars 
£330 ono 
1973 (K Reg), Escort 1600 cc 2, twin 
ICOES. Bilsteins, sump guard, roll 
soos, ‘big. arches, 225 and 19 u/grips 
Biodes, “recining ‘seats, full hornees 
belts, tc, ote e725 
1968 Escort’ 1500 ce. Ali steal twin ‘cam 
fngine, twin 4 Gslorios. sump guard, 
Stifened suspension, roll Cage, ets E650, 
1968 (Dec) SAAB V4 96, LHD: Group 2 
engine, ex works, LSD, C/A box. works 
Seats, 6 Miniites. Goes ike» bomb 
978 
1969 Volvo 1425. Fully Rally propared 
Fool! cage, LSD 
‘suspension, full harness belts, Qi head- 
Tights. fully guarded. Over 98 mph in 
third. Blow off an RS or two... E1000 
ANY RALLY CAR TAKEN IN” PART 
EXCHANGE OF THE ABOVE.’ —HP 
ARRANGED ‘Tel: Barnstaple 3996 


ALFA ROMEO 2000 SALOON 


L_Reg, HRW, cloth interior, headrests, 
taxed 1 year. Faultiess 


£1,750 ono 

TEL: DON CRESSEY 

061 236 1296 (day) 
061 483 8616 (evenings) 


BELL & 
COLVILLLTD 


ALFA 


wp Corus, “EUmoPa. nae 


SvicwniGoms Orin SEVEN Cavs A Wank.” 


East Horsieya114a 


JOS RANDLES 
& |e 


SERVICE 


3873 Europa Twin "Cam Special, 100m 


ust injection Wadia 
ig) Lotus +3. In blue 
Beimitar Gre." o/s" Earibbean 
rors Lotus ian FHC. fied” Gre owner ENN96 
Yara (Crea) apr 2000, GT. Xt. "Sinisd/ 
Specimen "ea °°. e208 
1973 Lotus "Europa Special, 8,000" miles. 6 
One owner ncn um 1996 
1974 Special “Loti Europa JS.” Saeed 
S| miieoge, 2005 
1974 Speciat Lotus +26 130/8-2pe0d.” Works 


Large stocks of Lotus and Scimitar parts, 
Service and repairs by works trained stall 


WHARF GARAGES 
STOKE-ON-TRENT 
Tel: 48361-47623 


CATERHAM CARS (LONDON) 
Urgently require 
ALL LOTUS MODELS 
for cash 
Tel : 01-794 9659 
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MAIN AVENUE, MOOR PARK, NORTHWOOD, M!IDDX. — NORTHWOOD 25161 


Approx. 100-yds from Moor Park Met 


A-Z London Main Road Map, Ref. 2.C 


RACING AND COMPETITION CARS 
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‘CLUBMANS 


FORMULA 1300 


HILLCLIMB CARS 


RACING SALOONS 


RALLY CARS 


SITUATIONS VACANT 
Brabham require an 


EXPERIENCED Fil MECHANIC 


an interesting position for the right man. 
Apply 
M. Slash, Motor Racing Developments, 
Weylock Works, New Haw, 
Weybridge, Surrey. 


An HGV driver to assist the team at race meetings— 


GROUP 2 1300 ‘S’ 


8 port ally, head, 4 Amals, Minilites, straight cut gear and 
drop gear, ally tank. Body all seam nickel bronzed and treble 
spotwelded, etc. It’s really too involved to describe here, but 
ifs been. the quickest Mini in Group 2 since it was built. 
finishing 3rd in RAC Saloon Car Championship 1300 ce, still 
fast enough to do well on continent at a fraction of the cost 
of 3 Ford. It’s actually done 1.47.8 at Silverstone with 11+ 
Gallons of fuel, and 148 at Brands Long. Being sold with or 
Without ‘the following: trailer, Sticky Dunlop h/cuts wets 
3nd wheels, some spares, air dam, front anti-roll bar, spare 
Gry tyres. spare diffs. Now for sale at a fraction of its worth 
Start haggling at £1,250. 

Tel: Jon Mowatt at North Benfleet 225 or South Benfleot 55115 
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March 713M (Chassis No 5). Fisted 
1000 ce Holbay R70 and Hewland Mk 
8 geertos. In excellent condition end 
would make prestige and compen v 
Fa. £1650 ready to race with VAT 


March 7138, (Chassis No 13). Similar to above but fited space treme 
chassis and Lucas 1000 ce engine March bodywork, Graviner, 10x and 
12s, ete. £1825. Rendy to race and with VAT included 


Chevron 815/17. F 1000 ce 
Screamer and Mark 8 Hewiand box 
alicks, Graviner, ete and both engine 
EXITS Including VAT 


tus 59, now in FA trim and hited 

newly rebuilt 1000 cc. downdraugnt 

SIMAE and Mk © bos Chassis just 
re-jigged and re-stoved, and comp! 

>. cor fully, rebuilt. Fitted Graviner 
System. 108 and 12s and YB2 Inter 
Box. Competitive Fa tor £980. (no 
vary 


Very smart and competitive Brabham 

TZ. Rolling chassis, with 10s and 
124 and Graviner, ete. £578 (No VAT) 
or complete with MAE and Hewiand 
Mk 6 box £1000 (No VAT) 


Lotus 41/89. nice tittle car tor 
first year in F4. Good value at 365 
(including VAT) and includes down. 
drought MAE. Hewland Mi 6. 

and 12" Lotus 59 wheels. fitted Inte 
mediaien 


Lotus 69. F3 rolling chassis now undergoing # rebuild, Chassis re-joged 
ra-stoved and rebuilt E785 plus VAT. At it stands now, simost complete 
660 plus VAT 


LOW COST RACING LTD 


Suppliers of equipment to Club Racing Enthusiasts and Supporters of 1000 cc Formula Four 


1000 ce Luces Screamer. Rebuilt by us. downdraught ‘2980 
1000 ce Lucas MAE Screamer. Downdraught. Rebu 295 
875 co Imp Sport motor. Rebuilt. Twin Strombergs 95 
Brand new MAE downdravaht Screamers. All new. Choice of spec. Full 


Fi2 of VPT. 
‘Cosworth MAE 


eeteee 


‘SPARES 


‘A small selection trom our shelves. Pair IDF carbs on manifolds, O76, 

“20 OCOE carbs, 48. Several 1000 cc 4/4 heads Irom £30, 1000 co 
sowndra (bare), £50, 1800/1600 ce downdraught head, £80, 
New AG and AB.coms, €28. Se 


radiator. 25 E10, Cooper 786/03 radistor, £10. Front 
Mint oll 1&5. _Grabhem BT21 reer upright, £20. BT2B front LM 
weright, €20. March 712/713 LM rear upright. 26. Lotus 89 front AH 
Upright, £29, March 712/713 LM front upright. €20, Brabham C1228 upright 
Zo. Pair Palliser tront upright with stub axles, €40. jar uprights. 
£20. Shorrock supercharger suitable 1$00/1600,-66. Side oil pumps, E28. 
Os! coolers, €S. Girling calipers trom E10 secondhand, £20 new. March 

'G per inch, 713 March bodywork, E78, Lotus 

16 pair, Fr 


£5. 826 F3 wots 
Fa slicks, 80, 
ro 


Over 100 tyres in stock, some 
£50 set. 839 F2 slic 
Duniop. wer 


PREPARATION 


Our preparation service is being expanded and we will be able to undertake most work almost immedistely. We still specialise in 
1000 ce and twin cam rebuilds along with our Formula Four preparation service, and would be pleased to undertake conversions 
of F3 cars to suit Fa spec. This year's F4 line-up is beginning to look quite impressive with Marches, GRDs, Ensigns and other 
More recent models complementing the regulars with their Chevrons, Brabhams and such like. 1974 will be quite @ year for F41 


Part exchanges welcomed, road or race. Phone for further details, or call at 


LOW COST RACING LTD 
WRECCLESHAM ROAD (A325), FARNHAM, SURREY 
Tel: Farnham (02513) 6666, 9.30 am to 6 pm 


Note : Our prices do not include VAT. 
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Bp ag fon rap ig FULL RACE MIDGET 


jon body shell. Specification includes 998 cc 
e, 4-speed close ratio Jack Knight Transaxle. 
front disc brakes, full works front and rear links, adjustable 
shocks, ete, fitted with 6 off 175 G800 Rally Specials on 
Gin x 12in Minilites. Spares to be sold with car include works 
ratio transaxle, 5 off 5jin x 12in Minilites fitted with 
‘and full service car rally kit 


£1,500 
Tel: Rod Badham, Rugby 4367 


Cikt Cleland Racing Offers For Sale 


CHEVRON 88 BMW 


(Car similar to above) 


Hard top, fibreglass bonnet and boot, Perspex screens, etc 
130 cc engine. Fully balanced and modified by Downton 
close ratio, straight cut box, Full adjustable suspension. 7} 
Minilites on Dunlop intermediates. Full Britax harness. 


THIS CAR IS READY TO RACE 
Tel : UPPER WARLINGHAM 2694 


John and Wendy Markey 
would like to thank everybody 
for 
their help at Brands on Sunday 
which allowed Wendy to race 
and finish fourth in her class 


CHEVRON GROPA BMW 


John Markey’s MN class-winning car. Rebuilt 
at Mathwall since end of season, and as 
exhibited at Showboat. Engine is stripped for 
inspection . . £1500 or would split 


LOTUS 30 


John Markey’s own car, with Full House 
Gurney Weslake. Just rebuilt. Now eligible 
for historic racing. Lap times : Brands Hatch 
50.2; Silverstone Club 56.8; Oulton 1.36.8 

£2750 


“START THE es SEASON RIGHT” 


U2 Mk IIb FRANK SYTNER 


Tricentrol Championship winner. built by works and maintained 
regardless of cost with Holbay motor (just rebuilt), 
nose, Melmags, special gearbox and every conceivable extra, 
immaculate, just completely stripped and rebuilt ready for this 
season. One of the most competitive cars Idst year, ie, 
Aintree 67.3 seconds; Silverstone GP 1.33.7 seconds, Club 
576 seconds. Records: Rufford, Mallory (long and short) 


For sale only due to sponsored drive. 
Contact PAUL WELDON at EAST KNOYLE 365. 


TEL: JOHN MARKEY, 
EAST HORSLEY 3903 
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RED ROSE RACING CHEVRON ENGINES FOR SALE 


,batiom, end, most new parts, complete Uplate 


Wt (bills for £290), Absolutely 


ines, 2 races only each. botn 
e000, 


ANY OF THE ABOVE OPEN TO PX NACE SPARES, ENGINES, GEARBOXES, 


R. D. H. RACING 


2 Ashbrook Road, Bollington, Cheshire. Tel: Bollington 74022 


MARTIN WEBB’S BRABHAM BT30 FVA 


Immaculate ura reli- & 
able championship wi 
ning car. Comple 
with FT200 FVA. Spare fd 
nee bodywork. 
250 the tot 
(might break) £2,100 
Phone Burnham 61437 (Bucks). 
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1970 GROUP ONE 
CAMARO 228 


Damaged/repairable. Brand new engine and S.P. 
heads. Many spares including block, heads, brakes, 
ete. 


BALANCING 


CARBURETTERS 


WEBERS 


CHRIS MONTAGUE CARBURETTER CO. 


264 CRICKLEWOOO LANE, LONDON, NW 203 
Patong “3039, 


cs 
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TRAILERS 
TANNER TRAILERS 
PIXMORE AVENUE, LETCHWORTH, HERTS 
Tel: Letchworth 6026 


Alloy racing car box trailers made to order—2 wooks 
Gelivery. Side awnings supplied if required 

Tan x bie, 18-cwe 2whedt trailers complete with ramps, lights, 
Soitoot ‘0 
Tat x Gt, 25-cwt, wheel trailer, as ebove £200 
Jatt x Bit crash recovery trallrs, So-cwt with winch, J/wheek 
ramps, rear stands and fixing chains, Immediate delivery "£320 


Write, call or telephone for details of trailers 


BREAKING 


(L) Jensen Healey. (J) Lotus Cortina. (M) 
VW Variant 412LE. (J) 2002. 1970 Inter- 
ceptor, rear damaged. 3-litre Capri shell with 
book. Granada GXL shell. 3-litre Capri engine. 
Twin cam engine and box. 914 Porsche 
engine, new. 


Tel ; Hertford 5316. Welwyn 4650 (eve) 


DON’T BE A 


NON-STARTER 
LET US HELP YOU WIN 


Pre-race preparation, after-race preparat 
service, etc. We'll help you to pass the chequered flag 
so contact: 
Race Preparation Services, 
The Stables, 
Green End Road, 
‘Cambridge. 
Tel.: 0223 44193. 


ECURIE SANTOS RACING 


Merlyn chassis, £55. 
McLaren chassis. Monocoque for sports car, £100. 
As above for Formula 


tomate of fe. 

Merch weno cs, £0. 

Bates EO ne F228 

Chrome us ee, 2/3 March, form, 5 

Bree pace perp a 

Rads from FF to large Sports Cars. All new £10 upwards. 

Wendt sures OPV some, EP 

Semper and ent extn imc epee 

Singstar 2.3 t'1, FOE, 1, oe, between 

Nota tk 

Fr cman fae 2 noel coc 

From wigute perp 

Merch 728 dyer. Eat st 

crys snhe emo exe 

S70 cea FF ons vo ede dry sumo or, 16. 

3 ores tons tard whoo, bod nw tt el 

Sarch het ed or una unechre, E00 ple 

Patour Aten hte 7. rod ne 

haw spare one 

tere 7 hg tna ocho ce 

Ue enon sk mage. 

ae ected Bs tech 10 ine sachs 

€10 each. 

Fe ee apn, e0.1 U2 nov cone with wins, 

Fa Uae pe anes Us puns nn 

aun eens” Be wee am, on 

estates Sth 

ean bx came 

sega a te Seca ha 

Get, et Sng cat to 

sient Ptah Pa Rog chat many od 

Ford Capri, fitted March F1 rear suspension, fully rose jointed 

Ferg Stes ed Mus Cg ees, a Se 

ei 

Seta ex canon uh ong cae, £20. 

Tin te Koc es rane 

Howth Oee ert. Now madd acer 

Sy Mou e Se and il a, Rate 

Zale paras eats 

Ba poo Stel 

Sty pert geet ex Jay Sebi cat wih mang 

7a Hc BS" ching SEO, SS has Sod YES 

seas wore potrype abl with ape ewiand and 
Bre SS acai ete Stn bane ee 

Eh iter we 

3 Lt pogie Paton Champions rong has 

Ea et 

Fes farang, fed 209 hgh power, VO at C0 

$a Fe Maree tnd Ss Peano Marl 

cylinder. Ideal tow car, £150. 


Tel : 01-952 0602 
WATFORD 30726 evening 
28/30 South Road, 
Edgware, Middlesex 


AUTOSPORT, MARCH 21, 1974 


AUTOSPORT MARKET PLACE 


Sports and Performance Cars 50-54 - Racing and Competition Cars 54-57 - Autosport Market Place 57-63 


FINANCIAL 


PIANCE available for racing care. Te! Tv aichal arom > aad THIS WEEK’S SPECIAL OFFER 


GEARBOXES 


PERSONAL 


RACING SCHOOL 


HEWLAND j E 
GEARBOXES Heenan cartes 


oREAULDS REPAIRS —NEW AND 5/H SPARES 


RACING NUMBERS 


EUROPE 
NDRE PILETTE INTERNATIONAL 
ING SCHOOL Zolder Circult 
© anformation ANDRE PILETTE, rue du 
foyer 282 1040 Brussels, Tel: 02/36.00.98 


Why not sell 


RACING TRANSMISSION 
SERVICES 


through Autosport 


INSURANCE 


Market Place? 


For further details 


ring 


01-636 3600 


FREW & COMPANY LTD 
Glasgow Road/ 
Riggs Road 


Ballards Lane 
Finchley London N12 
Tel: 01-045 8888 


CRYSTAL 
172 Anlaby Road, 
Hull 


Tel: Hull 25732 
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they‘d look even betteron your car! 


built to perform. Superbly designed in o Wolferace wheels are safer, easy to install and are backed by 
was developed for the aerospace industry the resources of Britain's most modern wheel foundries. 


Each wheel is X-rayed and samples from random batches are 
tested to destruction to provide a degree of safety and per. 
formance to match its looks, 


Hf you want to know more about Wolferace wheels and other 
‘including wheel spacers, just 
1d we will be happy to send our 


14x 6 Outset 
14x 6 Inset 
14 x 6} Outset 
14 x 6} Inset 
14x7 


Motes When od Ei dunia Este, Shtieworth Road, Golden Beatona, Wadena welcome 
Telephone (0234) 62535/6/7 Telex 825483 =e See ee ee 
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R. H. TAYLOR 
ENGINEERING 


offer 


in all 


RICHARD ROBARTS offers for sale his 
ge _ TRANSIT 
TRANSPORTER 


Professionally built 2-litre Transit. Electric winch, truck cab, 

dural ramps, side_and floor lockers, wheel racks in roof, will 

carry sports or Formula Car. Taxed, new tyres and engine. 
Immaculate condition. £925, 

Tel: 01-235 0231 


materials, stainless steel 


Tube manipulation 
systems to order. 


Exhaust manifolds 4 into 1 FF/F3, Twin cams, F/ 
Atlantic, F2, Sports racing car systems, Vintage 
systems. Made to photos and drawings. 


ANSELL-JAMES COMPETITION SERVICES 
RACE HIRE 


competitive Merlyns now available for race 
competitive prices. We also offer 2 very comprehensive 
repair and preparation service covering everything from 
Formule Ford to special saloons. 


Chassis repair service. Complete repair and stove 
enamelling on any type of car. Fabrication, service 
to private builder. Pedals, wishbones, anti roll bars, 
drive shafts, steering columns, front and rear uprights 


Two hire at 


Any parts made to order. Magnesium wheel repair 
service. All mag and aluminium wheels repaired and 
machined. Argon arc welding, aluminium oil tanks, 
fuel tanks made to order. Aluminium aerofoils, full 
width nose sections, rear aerofoils made to order 
Dry sump oil sumps made to order or exchange 
standard sumps. 


Fibreglass body service, panels repaired and 
resprayed. 


Tok: Hertford 6316 


SCORPION RACING SERVICES 


Formula Ford Race Hire 


can now offer mid-week practice sessions at 
most circuits. 


see us of 

Hallerton Grange, Whitaker, 
Coalshill, Birmingham 

Tel: Furness End 06754 401 


Apply : Mike Eastick 
Radwinter 389 


ROLLOVER BARS ROLLING ROAD 


Yann Alor builds ne bigpent ROLLING ROAD im MEAD. TRCHNICiAN 


ACinG “mechanics reguineo: 


SERVICES 


SAwsrom co2aes) 3378 SITUATIONS WANTED 


QuALingS exciveeR = 


SPARES AND ACCESSORIES 


ALEY BARS eee 


364 (Dept A). Crieemaed cane Mecnamics 
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MAGNA ALLOY WHEELS 
FOR ROAD & RACING 


10, 12, 13, 14 and 15 inch din 
5 inch t9 12 inch rims 

42. mm knock-on 

52 mm knock-on 

Bolt or peg ‘xing. Also Sorvani and 


37/49 GRENFELL ROAD. 
MAIDeNMeAD, BERKS 
Ter Maidenhead 22660 


MAGNA ENGINEERING 


Linea Sport FPT. 


‘The finest racewear money can buy. 


GD ton @ ee) 
@® Griffin 


‘griffin. PROTECT YOUR BODY, HEAD AND FACE WITH TOTAL CONFIDENCE 


UK Distributors : Gordon Spice Ltd, 
12b Central Trading Estate, Staines, Middx. Tel: Staines 57867 


The original shatterproof visors 
for integrals. For Bell Star only. 


The new name in top quality crash 
holmets. 


[ TIRAN AUTO CENTRE 
291 Willesden Lane, London NW2 
Full Rolling Road and Crypton facilities 


available in London operated by top-class 
technicians. 


PHONE 01-459 6534 


elf 


elf + coombs racing 
TWO ONLY 
1973 Cosworth BDG engines — 


unraced. 


JOHN COOMBS 
Tel: Guildford 69944, 


A MEMBER OF THE ALAN SMITH GROUP 


RACING GEARBOXES LTD. 


OFFICIAL HEWLAND AGENTS 

First-class repair service by factory trained staff. 48 hour 
collection or delivery on receipt of your instructions.* 
Prompt attention given to any enquiry. spares or repairs 
Immediate dispatch of goods by any method to suit your 


requirements. 

OVERSEAS ORDERS WELCOMED 
"AND PROMPTLY EXECUTED 

Tol: 0332 40606. MANCHESTER ST. DERBY 


* WITH FEW EXCEPTIONS DEPENDING ON YOUR AREA 


Where can 
I hire a F3 ? 


Only for the Monaco race. 


Must _be a new car such as a March, GRD, etc, 
with 74 2-litre engine. Also transport and mechanic. 


Rudolf Gygax, 
Spitalgasse 4, 3011 Berne, Switzerland. 
Tel: 031/22.25.61. 


ELF TEAM TYRRELL 
NEED A NEW DRIVER! 


A vacancy exists for a single man or a married 
drive a fully equipped American motor caravan 
Prix races from mid-April to mid-Septerl 
or they would be required to attend the caravan over the 
Face period with free time between events. 
Apply in writing with full particulars to: 
KEN TYRRELL, 

ELF TEAM TYRRELL, LONG REACH, 

OCKHAM, WOKING, SURREY. 


| 4840 ALAN SMITH 
BDA 
OFFERS 


Tel: John Smith, Ballymena (0266) 41621/6483 


OFFERS INVITED 


Atlantic BDA by Norvic, producing an absolutely genuine 214 
BHP. Now at Norvics for inspection. Offers invited but be 
sensible as this is a genuinely competitive engine 

Cosworth crankshatts, conrods and pair of F1 cams, 

Lotus 69, 14 x 10in wheels, set Firestone YB 36 wets. Uprights 
radiators, car cover, Ampep joints, starter Bendix. brake pads 
and calipers. Complete rolling chassis. another slightly 
damaged. Bendix blue top fuel pumps. Oil coolers. 


: lan Mawby, Cambridge 880217 


[46 MODERN LOCK-UP GARAGES, 
OLD WOKING, SURREY 


To let individually or in groups, or for sale 
freehold on a 3-acre site. Ideal for a collector 
or enthusiast. 

Write : Panther Westwinds Ltd 


Canada Road, Byfleet, Surrey 
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UpE0 DUNLORS, Te aM aso/ito = 13, tour WM s80/220 


I-ton car transporting trailers complete with 
‘Winch available for Immediate delivery 
ED. 


irom £285 to £255 


1 only 2:ton cart canspsorting trailer 
complete with 
'REDU 


trom £308 to £350 


LIMITED OFFER 
‘ACT NOW 


Thameside Trailers 


71 Jeddo Road, Shepherds Bush 
Spring Corner, High Street, Feltham, London, W12 


Tek: 01-749 1391/2 


Tel: 01-890 4831/0230 


trimportation. 8130, “Ful: “alae Soe, “MN Mr NT 


pat TE Bi Wiess Why not 


sell 
through 
AUTOSPORT 
MARKET 
PLACE 


Tel : 01-636 3600 


STICKERS 


TRAILERS 2tonto dtons 


ACCESSORIES AND EQUIPMENT 
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a= For further details 
UW BeSsIne TB of advertisements on these 


WEBER CARBURETTERS pages 
pe gerice re Mens Meneame ring 01-636 3600 
(07538) 2170. sees pad eae e212. ks ext 49 


view TO SHOCK ABSORBERS 


ef ia iene Tattenhall, Wr. Chester. {oft main Aa) 


RED TRIANGLE 
AUTO SERVICES LTD. 


Common Lane, Kenilworth 
Warwickshire 
Tel: Kenilworth 57303 


Koni distributors in the Coventry 
and South Warwickshire district 


Sole suppliers of Alvis car spares 


MOTORTUNE 


DISTRIBUTORS FOR 


KONI SHOCK ABSORBERS 


Trade and retail enquiries welcome. 


250 Brompton Road, SW3. 
01-581 1234 


KONI, ARMSTRONG, SPAX, 
WOODHEAD, MONROE 
RECONDITIONED UNITS 


BUCK & BROMLEY 
(1970) LTD., 


12 Wendell Road (Askew Road) 
Shepherds Bush 


London W1 
Tel: 01-743 4366/7 


Classified Advertisement Form 
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Drag Racing inine United States 


THROUGH 


GROUP TRAVEL 


Let us arrange your travel and accommodation requirements at competitive rates for any of the 1974 
meetings as listed from time to time in this magazine. For full details fill in the coupon NOW or phone 
01-464 5031 

We specialise in keeping down the cost of your holiday air travel. 


WORLD WIDE ARRANGEMENTS 


Destination Destination 


Destination 


Adelaide from £400 Helsinki from £80 Return Palma from £48 Return 
£45 Ibiza £48 “ Pisa £ 50 < 

Athens £ 82 Istanbul £ 86 a Rhodes £91 is 

Auckland £385, E Johannesburg £148 so Rome € 60 * 

Barbados £ 89 i Kuala Lumpur £190 = Salzburg £45 i 

Barcelona £44 i Las Palmas £90 EY San Francisco £ 98 

Bangkok £190 3 Lisbon £58 Singapore £200 

Berlin £ 52 gs Los Angeles £93 Stockholm —£ 67 

Corfu £74 a Mahon £49 Stuttgart £38 

Cape Town £193, a Malta € 58 Sydney £389 

Dubrovnik £58 Malaga £ 56 Teneriffe £ 90 

Dusseldorf £28 i Melbourne £389 Tel Aviv £ 89 

Faro £ 60 . Milan £ 46 a Toronto £ 59 

Frankfurt £36 f Moscow £ 98 2 Trinidad £93 

Geneva € 36 a Munich £ 46 e vancouver £84 a 

Genoa £43 7 Naples £ 65 oe Venice £50 ei 

Gerona £ 39 “a New York £57 i Vienna € i 

Hamburg € 37 cof Nicosia £103 L: Zurich € = 

Hanover £37 é Oslo £ 62 

NOTE: These prices are current at time of printing and may be subject to alteration at any time. Fares 


to destinations other than those already shown, may be available. For any additional information please 
return the coupon below. 
All programmes offered are as agents for airlines or ATOL Licence holders. 


UNITED STATES 
A Comprehensive Advance Booking Charter (ABC) programme is being arranged. Weekly flight to New 
York from £57'return. First departure will be Sth April 1974. REGISTER NOW TO RECEIVE PRIORITY. 


FAR EAST AND AUSTRALIA 
See Singapore, Thailand, Hongkong, Indonesia. Why not visit your relatives in Australia or New Zealand. 


Offices in Johannesbura *New York *Rome *Zurich *Bonn 


To: Group Travel and Finance Services (UK) Ltd. ira eae 
Universal House — 1 Walters Yard, Bromley, Kent 21/3/74 
Tel: 01-464 5031 (10 lines) 


NAME 
ADDRESS 


| am interested in travel to: 


During the months of 


For a period of 


Also send me full details of your services to: 


|_am also a member of the following organisations: 


GROUP TRAVEL {> 


| 


is there a 
carin your life? 


Whether the car in your life is a mass produced family saloon, 
a hot rod, one of the world’s most expensive and majestic 
motor cars or a racing machine, the efficiency of its engine 
will have begun to drop almost from the first moment the 
engine was started. This efficiency will have continued to 


drop each week with increasing rapidity unless 
preventative measures have been taken. 
Combinations of heat, friction, corrosive 
combustion formed acids and harmful deposits 
not unnaturally cause engine wear and the 
oxidization of motor oil. This oxidization leads 
to a lowering of oil viscosity, less protection 
and again engine wear. 


Today over 11 million motorists use Wynn's 
daily in their cars to 

Maintain Engine Power 
Maintain Performance 
Combat Engine Wear 
Neutralize Harmful Acids 


These benefits are obtained by using Wynn's 
for Oil, and Wynn's for Gas regularly in Service. 


Wynn ’s for Off contains special extreme 
pressure additives which chemically change moving 
metal surfaces under conditions of heat, friction and 
pressure, making them measurably smoother. 
Smoother surfaces mean less frictional drag and 
frictional damage or wear. In addition harmful 
combustion formed acids are prevented from 

—- reaching and damaging metal surfaces. 
Wynn’s for Oil also contains viscosity improving 


Gunny agents which inhibit oxidization of motor 
€<—. 


oil, so extending its useful life. 


Wynn’‘s for Gas 

contains active ingredients which 

clean fuel systems, including 

spark plugs, carbure tors and 

feed pipes, and keep them clean, 

enabling an engine to operate at 

optimum efficiency. 

Wynn’s for Gas also contains 

ingredients which form an effective 

barrier against contaminants — 

especially water, so protecting 

the system from rust and corrosion. 

If it’s a long performance 

life you want from your car 


or just a long life 
you use Wynn's regularly. 


for the LIFE in your car 


‘AUTOMOTIVE OIL TREATMENTS LIMITED - IMMEX HOUSE IMPERIAL WAY - WATFORD WO2 4JD - HERTS - TELEPHONE: WATFORD 33477 ( 


